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1.1.1SUMMARY

The illegal use of poisoned baits continues to be a prevalent issue in Greece (Velevski et al., 2015; Ntemiri
g { I N @Al I &Andewski, 2018), dasgtéieitg prohibited by law since 1993. This practice has
significant consequences for carnivorous and scavenging wildlife, including species such as the fox, wolf,
and the brown bear.

To address this issue, three ARDison Dog Units (ADUS), each consisting of three specially trained dogs
and their handlers, have been established and are operational in the three Greek National Parks of
Northern Pindos, Prespa, and the Rodopi Mountainde, within the framework of action C3.1 "Operation

of Poisoned Bait Detection Dog Units" under the LIFE ARCPROM Program "Improvingoé&aman
coexistence in 4 National Parks of South Europe" (LIFE18 NAT/GR/000768). Poisoned Bait Detection Dogs
are specitally trained to detect and locate various types of poisoned bait in the wild, dead bodies used as
bait, and already poisoned animals.

In contrast to the National Parks of Northern Pindos (PINDNP) and Rodopi Mountain Range (RMNP), which
have established ADUs that operate within their respective areas, the Prespa National Park (PRESPNP) uses
the ADU originally created by the Hellenic Gmolbgical Society (HOS) as part of another completed
project in the Western Macedonia Region. The ADU of the Northern Pindos National Park (PINDNP) was
funded by the National Operational Program "Transport Infrastructures, Environment, and Sustainable
Devdopment" 20142020 (OP TIESD 262@20) and operated within this framewaork until the end of 2023.
Starting in 2024, PINDNP's ADU has been financed by the LIFE ARCPROM project. Each ADU is based ar
operates within one of the three National Parks.

In this report, the first chapter outlines the methodology employed in managing actual or suspected
poisonbait incidents, along with the Protocol for Management and Recording of Actual and Suspected
Poisoning Incidents. It also covers the management chease in the study areas of the three Greek
National Parks. This chapter provides a detailed description of the operation of the ADUs and the steps
involved in both preventive and actual incident patrols.

The second chapter presents the results of the implementation of the Protocol for Management and the
operation of the ADUs in each Greek National Park during the years28223 Over the course of this

period, more than 12 actual poisoning incidents wexeorded across all three parks.
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CHAPTER 2. Methodology

Subchapter 2.5tudy area

2.1.1PINDNP

The project area is primarily located within the boundaries of the Northern Pindos National Park. However,
on a caseby-case basis, it may be extended to other areas within the jurisdiction of the Northern Pindos
National Park Management Unit and the breadegion of Epirus. The Northern Pindos National Park is
predominantly mountainous and encompasses five (5) Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and seven (7)
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) within the Natura 2000 network (Map 1).
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Map 1. Main study area on the borders of tiorthernPindos National Park

2.1.2RMNP

The project area is primarily located within the boundaries of the Rodopi Mouraaige National Park.
However, on an exceptional, cabg-case basis, it may be extended to other areas under the jurisdiction

of the NestosVistonida and Rodopi National RarManagement Unit. The Rodopi Mountaange

National Park is characterized by mountainous and samintainous terrain, featuring a major river,

and includes five (5) Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and two (2) Special Protection Areas (SPAS)
within the Natura 2000 network (Map 2).
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Map 2. Main study area on the borders of tRedopi Mountairrange National Park

2.1.3PRESPNP

The project area is primarily located within the boundaries of the Prespa National Park. However, on an
exceptional, casby-case basis, it may be extended to other areas of Western Macedonia. The Prespa
National Park is characterized by mountainous angligaountainous terrain, with lakes, and is almost
entirely encompassed by four Natura 2000 sites, including two (2) Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and two
(2) Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) (Map 3).
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Subchapter 2.2xperation of the ADUsPractice and actual incident patrols

NECCA operated, under the framework of LIFE ARCPROM, three {Bpigani Dog Units (ADUS) in
PINDNP, PRESPNP, and RMNP. In PINDNP and RMNP, two dogs (Yasmin and Laika), both Border Collit
were trained and operated with their handlers, Mr. loannidis add Kyriakidis, respectively, until
30/09/2024, each within their designated area of jurisdiction.

The timeline outlining the course of the two established ADUs is provided below:

PINDNP ADU's timeline ‘

End of End of Dog's
Anti-poison Handler’s handler's

Dog's birth recruitment training ADU's operation
15/4/2021 24/12/2021 15/4/2022 start 06/2022

—_ @ ®
09/2021 15/03/2022

Basic Handler's
training training

training &

ADU's adaptation
period
mid April-mid May 2022

RMNP ADU's timeline ‘

Handler's End of star of

Anti-poison Dog's recruitment handler's ADU's
birth 08/2022 training operation
12/2/2021 22/10/2022 02/2023

07/2021 06/2022 3/10/2022 11/2022-
Basic End of dog's Handler's 01/2023
training training training ADU's
adaptation
period

Unlike the two Greek Parks of PINDNP and RMNP, Prespa NP opted to employParisantDog Unit that

was initially created by the Hellenic Ornithological Society (HOS) as part of another completed project in
the Region of Western Macedonia. This allowedsPa NP to benefit from the operation of an already
trained dog, supervised by an experienced handler. The Unit consists of dog handler VictoriaNbaliawvia

and the specially trained Border Collie, loli, and began operating for LIFE ARCPROM in RRarthe20
contract of the PRESPNP handler was renewed from May 2024 until September 2024.

The purpose of using an AfiRbison Dog Unit (ADU) is to combat the illegal use of poisoned baits, a practice
that remains common in Greece. ADUs are increasingly being utilized to address this issue. Poisoned Bait
Detection Dogs are specifically trained $earch for and locate various types of substances used as
poisoned baits in the wild, dead bodies used as bait, and already poisoned animals.

Subchapter 2.3ype of patrols
There are three types of patrols conducted by ADUs: training patrols, practice/preventive patrols, and
patrols following a notification of a possible poisoning incident.
Training patrols are part of the dog's ongoing training protocol, essential for maintaining the Unit in optimal
condition (good physical health, strong handtirg bond, and dog motivation). These patrols also serve a
protective and supervisory role in tlowuntryside, as the presence of the ADU in an area is proactive, even
though it is unlikely to find poisoned bait or animals during such patrols.
On the other hand, in the case of specific poison bait incidents, the likelihood of finding poisoned bait or



animals is high. These patrols aim to clear the incident area of poisoned baits or animals in a timely manner,
thereby preventing the domino effect caused by the consumption of poisoned baits within the food chain

Picture9wa bt Qa ! 5! Ay FOGA2Y o6LK20G2 GF1Sy o0& 9d DN
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During a patrol, the dog works independently and autonomously, responding only to the initial command
given by the handler, who determines the search area. When the dog detects a poisoned bait or animal, it
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signals by sitting next to it. The dog's reward is alwagad only¢ play, typically with a ball or another
chew toy.

Each ADU patrol requires thorough preparation and planning, taking into account factors such as the
topography of the area, weather conditions, and other variables. For instance, hot weather can significantly
affect the dog's performance, so patrols durimgry hot days or around midday hours are avoided. The
Unit's equipment is also highly specific. During the patrol, the dog wears a special collar and optionally a
muzzle. The handler's equipment includes a whistle, GPS, camera, plastic bags of vaspatusunum

foil, and containers for poisoned baits, along with disposable gloves and masks. For the dog, the handler
carries water, a first aid kit, and a toy for rewarding the dog (see Picture 7).

Picture® ¢ KS tw9{tbtQad !5! Ay I00A2Yy 6AGK (KS ySOSa:

Practice patrols typically last around 30 minutes, while the duration of a real incident patrol depends on
the specific needs and whether any poisoned bait or animals are found. Additionally, factors such as
weather conditions, terrain, vegetation typest other circumstances can negatively impact the dog's
effectiveness.

¢KS | ObGdzZ t AYyOARSYdG LI GNRBEta 6SNB OF NNASR 2dzi |
Management Units. These staff members were responsible for informing other relevant authorities,
including the Forestry Services, the Police, the Muniitipgs, and the Veterinary Services.

Each patrol was recorded using GPS, with the geographical coordinates of each poisoned bait or animal
being logged. Necessary photographs of the findings were also taken. Furthermore, the ADUs are equipped
with the appropriate consumables to collect sanmgte other evidence, which may be sent for toxicological

or forensic analysis (e.g., fingerprints).

Subchapter 2.%rotocol Management and Recordings of Actual and Probable Poisoning Incidents

On 2022, aGovernment Gazette was publish¢do 8341527152022 describing themeasures and
procedures to control the illegal use of poisoned baits in wildlife species and the coordination of the
competent services and agenciésthe Gazette a protocol for the for the management of the poisoning
incidents was given in order for gkkople involved to follow in such cases.

T



According to that protocol, hen an incident of poison use is recordétere are severasteps thatare
followed according to thatThese stepare beingspecialized for every different area by the competent
Forestry Service of,itvith the publish of a Local Action Plan against the use of poison Aadsrding to
each Plan the steps followed are:

U After the information about a poison bait use incidetite first step is to dcate and remowe
the poisoned bait and/or poisonedanimals from the countrysideT he first authority that will
respond immediately iimost cases is NECCA othe Forestry Serveecor the Police They
afterwards,inform each other andther competent authoritiesaccordinglyto cooperate If
there is need, theé NJADQid activated

U Thepoisonedbaitsand the dead animalare taken fornthe incident following the necessary
biosecurity measures and are immediately being serihe Rural Veterinary Clingccording
to the establishedAction Plarfor the management opoisonedbaits and/orpoisonedanimals
in the arealIn the caseof a big poisoned deadnimal only samples from it are being taken
and dent to the ClinicThe remains of the animal are disposed of in the appropsatgtary
for the public healthmanner.

U0 Secondly takes placehe registeringof the incident inthe handwritten protocol and therin
the correspondingligital database
Thirdly, is thdiling of anofficial complaint of the inciderity the Forestry Service/Police
The performance ofa necropsyor the dead animaland theappropriatesamplingis carried
out by the Rural Veterina@linicand thesamples with thepoison baitsaaresent to the Central
Veterinary Clinic in Athens for toxicologiealalysis

U The next days all servicedensily the safeguarding measures the area

U Anaudit procesandaCrime investigatiomare organized

TheProtocolManagement andRecordings of Actual and Probable Poisoning Incigémas the record of
each case is carried out in the databdsas thefollowing information

1. Details of the organization / person managing the incident
- Date of poisoning and notification

2. Locationc incident characteristics
- Geographical location, coordinates
- Type of area
- Protection regime in the area

3. Dead animalg Mode of poisoning
- Wild or domestic animal
- Number of animals (dead or poisoned and alive)
- Poison bait condition (fresh, rotting, advanced rotting, feathers and/or beReskible
other cause of death

4. Bait
- If bait found, type and number of baits
- Causes for usingoisors

5. Management
- Services involved in the incident



- Reporting or not reporting the incident to the competent authorities

- Clinical examination, necropsy
- Toxicological analysigonclusion (type of poison, active substance, mode of use)
- Laboratory that has undertaken the toxicological analysis

Protocol Manggement and Recordings of Actual and Proboble Poizoning incidents

1 | GENERAL INFORMATION

DATE BESINING TIRAE ENDIMNG TIRE TYPE OF INVESTIGATION
PROACTIVE EMERSENCY
DATE OF NOTICE PROBABLE DATE OF POISONING SOURCE OF INFORMATION
X ¥ PROTECTED AREA [CODE OF MATLRA SITE)
LOCATION TYPE OF LISE F THE LAND
| PREFECTURE |  REGIONMAL CINIT AALNICTRALITY WILLAGE
NOTES / OTHER DATA

2 I COMPETENT AUTHORITY, PRESENT AT THE INCIDENT

M4 RE PERSOMAL ID SERVICESAALUTHORITY PHONE

3 |.-‘I.I".I'|'T-.PD.I'ED.|".I'DDE LINTT [ADLI)

INTERVENTION ADUE SERVICE/AUTHORITY MNAKME DF ADUE HANDLER AND DONG

YEX ND

Figurel. Protocol Recordings of Poisoning Incidépast of)




CHAPTER 3.Results

Despite the challenges, all three NP ADUs (National ParkPgiatin Units) were operationaluring 2022 -

2024, effectively managing4 poison bait incidentg18 of which were strictly located within the National
Parks). Detailed information regarding the number of patrols,kit@metrescovered by the An{poison dog

and handler, as well as the number of dead animals and poisoned baits found, can be seen in the following map
(Map 4)
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Map 4.Results of the ADUs operation during 22224
TOTAL only LIFE ARCPROM STRICTLY INSIDE THE NPs only LIFE ARCPROM
2022 2023 2024 2022 2023 2024
PRESPA 8 0 6 14 PRESPA 6 0 6 12
PINDOS 0 0* 7 7 PINDOS 0 0* 2 2
RODOPI 6 7 13 RODOPI 2 2
TOTAL 8 6 20 34 TOTAL 6 2 10 18
*8 when financed by OPTIESD 2014-2020 *5 when financed by OPTIESD 2014-2020

The detailed descriptions of each incident involving the operation of the three ADUs are provided below

16



Subchapter 3.PINDNP

3.1.1Introduction

In PINDNR the main part of this Action, from 2022023, was financed in the framework of the National
hLISNF GA2yFE t NRPINIFYYS G¢NFYyaLR2NI LYyFNF &dNHzOG dzNB =
The contract with the dograiner was signed on 24/6/2020h¢ one with the dog handler was signed on
24/12/2021 and on June 2022 the ADU started operating for the first time.

U 5dzNAY3 HnHo tLb5btQa !'5! OFNNASR 2dzi nwm LI GNRBF &
animals and 1 bait in 6 incidents. In addition, he performed 3 public demonstrations

PINDNP'S ADU, Telis and Yasmin in a patrol

The contract with the hadler, Mr loannidis, expired on 26/12/23. Another contraggs signed on
11/04/2024, under the framework of LIFE ARCPROM.

U 5dzNAy3 G4KS n Y2yiK&a FNRY GKS SyR 2F GKS FANRG O
handlerworked voluntarily.

U During 2024 until 30/09/2024, Lb5bt Q& ! 5! OF NNASR 2dzi cwH LI GNP
dog 204,5 km and located 22 poisoned animals and 25 baits in 9 incidents.

Ly G4KS YILI 6St2¢> ff tLb5btQa !5!Qa LIGNRBEta FyR
2022 and March 2024 can be seéarMap 5




Map of PINDNP's ADU's patrols

Dec 2022 - Mar 2024

LEGEND

® ADU's proactive patrols

® ADU's real poison-use incidents [
National Park

@ SAC Natura site
SPANatura site

Map5.PINDNR& ! 5! LJ ( NRG@& RdA2NAY3I HAHH

Year Noof PINDNR2a LJ- Noof PINDNR2a LJ- No of patrols for No of poison bait use

(training/proactive/real) insideNatura 2000 sites  real incidents incidents
2023 41 (11/2317) 35 patrols in 9 sites 7 6
2024 62 (1/53/9) 52 patrols in 8 sites 9 3
Total 111 94 16 9

tLb5bt Q& !'5! GAGK W &YA yiaction/sRs &K SN K& fyARE kIdudriaidg. /NETCA BIGhEGRA d6



3.1.2Practice/preventative patrols in PINDNP

Practicépreventative patrols are part of the ongoing training and they are necessary to keep both dog and
handlerin a good performance stat@hey are also important for keeping the dog's motivation undiminished.

At the same time, they function as a kind of guarding and surveillance of the countryside (just the presence
of the handler and the dog in the area may prevent future incidents aigmad baits usage). Unfortunately,

a practice patrol is rarely expected to find poisoned bait or aninfdis. routes of the practice patrols are

always recorded using a GPS deviceg. L b 5 bt Q aarried 5oyt 42 proactive patrolsand 11
educativépracticefor the two years, 2022024.

Distance travelled | Distance travelled
No. of . code Natura
ala Date location from the handler from the dog Comments
patrols 2000
(km) (km)
12/01/2023 Palioseli GR2130002 0,9
31/01/2023 Gyftokambos GR2130009 1,7
3 | 15/03/2023 1 Dilofo GR2130004 0,6 Educational
v - -
4 | 17/03/2023| 2 onodentri, Saint | -5 130004 3.0
Paraskevi
5 | 23/03/2023 1 Nikaronas, Oxya | GR2130002 1,1
07/04/2023 Monodentri GR2130004 4,3
7 | 1210412023 1 Metsovo, Lake | 21310002 18
Aoos
8 | 10/04/2023 1 Asprageloi plains | GR2130004 0,5
Dilof i
9 | 16/04/2023| 1 llofo, Saint |- 22130004 0.6 Educational
Paraskevi
10 | 22/04/2023 1 Dilofo, Saint Minas| GR2130004 0,4 Educational
11 | 11/05/2023 1 Dilofo, Saint Minas] GR2130004 0,7 1,1 Educational
12 | 27/05/2023 1 Dilofo antenna GR2130011 1,1 1,9 Educational
13 | 22/05/2023 1 Dilofo GR2130011 Educational
14 | 08/06/2023 1 Ano Kleidonia GR2130001 2,4 3,9 Educational
Tsepelovo,
15 | 19/07/2023 1 Rogovou GR2130004 1,9 3,1
Monastery
16 | 04/08/2023 1 Vradeto, Avgerino§ GR2130004 2,1 3,6
17 | 11/08/2023 Metsovo, Katara GR2130006 1,5 2,3
18 | 22/08/2023 1 Kryovrysi GR2130011 2,2 3,0
FI i
19 | 28/08/2023| 1 ambyrari, Scout| - -5 130004 2.9 40
Camp
20 | 13/09/2023 Krya GR2130008 1,9 2,8
21 | 19/09/2023 1 Karyes GR2130011 2,2 3,1
22 | 06/10/2023 Pedina plains GR2130011 0,5 1,0
23 | 13/10/2023 1 Skamnel, GR2130004 2,2 3,2
Gyftokambos
24 | 20/10/2023 1 Mavraneoi 3,4 5,0 Findings
25 | 01/11/2023 Skamneli, Goura 2,4 2,7
26 | 24/11/2023| 1 Krania, Matsagani 13 23
Bridge
27 | 30/11/2023 1 Frangades GR2130004 2,8 4,4
28 | 02/12/2023 1 Vitsa, Skala Vitsay GR2130011 1,5 2,9




29 | 02/12/2023 1 Koukouli, Missio | - 05130011 12 18 Educational
Bridge
30 | 021122023 1 Dilofo, Old GR2130011 1,0 1,7 Educational
Vineyards
31 | 08/12/2023 1 Doliani GR2130004 49 7,9 Educational
32 | 25/12/2023 Aspraggeli Plain | GR2130011 11 25
33 | 25/04/2023 1 Anilio GR2130006 2,4 Educational

Picture 11Yasmix t L bPoiboh Dedection Dobas located and marked a poison bait

3.1.3Cases of poisoningcidentsn PINDNP

=

c oo oo oo
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29/04-05/05/2023 Fourka Municipality ofKonitsa

Notice from Hunter
PINDNPOutsideof the National Park

Regional Unitloannina

Municipality. Konitsa
Location Prophet lliasn Fourka

Bait used Unknown

Type of poison usedJnknown

Description On 29/04/2023,t L b 5 b t Qeteivédarn information from thePolice stationof
Konitsithat a hunter during @ogtrainingcaselost two of his three dogom poisoned bais. After
gathering more informatiopan onsite investigatiortook placein the area by theAnti-poison Dog
Unit (ADU)of PINDNP In consultation with the responsible Fores®grviceof Konitsa, a joint
investigation was organized.

On 05/05/2023, an investigatiepatrol was carried out in the area Bfophet lliasn Fourka on the
outskirts ofMt Smolika, accompanied byL b 5 b t Q &thasdupéiRi&ytha Konitsa section and a




representative of therorestry Service The survey started at 11:45 and lasted 65 minutes. BIm5
were coveredin an altitude of 1620 1715 m No findings by the ADWone sample was takeiThe

probablemotive for the useof the poison bait wasokcal disputes/problem with hunting dogs

Protected AreaNo

Notified: NECCA,dfice and Forestry Service of Konie& F 2 NE G KS Ay OARSy (i Qa Yl

Dead animalsl hunting dog

Type of finding lat

long

1 hunting dog | 40.164844

20.890988

ADUs patrol nnomy

HNn ®ddo

Management of dead animal§he one dead hunting dog wésliried on-site with stakeholder

involvement

Mapoft Lb5bt Qa ! 5]

LI G NER f

Google Earth

2y impokrkamiea N H o

%

Operation inFurkaon 05/05/2023with the participation of théolice and the Forestry Service of Konitsa

iKS

t N2 LIK
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18/05/2023, Skamnefsoura,Municipality of Zagori

Notice from Unknown
PINDNPInsidethe National Park

Regional Unittoannina

Municipality: Zagori
Location:Skamneli

Bait used 1 Paraffin capsule of cyanide (usddj:(39.93863% lang:20.855709)

Type of poison usedCyanide

Description:On 18/05/2023, a searcpatrol was carried oub € t L b 5 bin tAedared 6f |
Skamneliin the location Goura, accompanied by tiamgersof the Management Unit of PINDNP

because on 05/05/2023 there was an anonymous tip for a poison bait use inaiddwet area The

search lasted 85 minutes, with a distance of i3 covered

No poisoned baits were found during the pafrdut onlyremains of3 dead animals (foxesh

advance decayl'he probablenotive for the use of the poison baits wasskes in game

Protected AreaGR2130004GR2130011IBAGR06Z / Sy (i NI £ %I 8 2 NJ& AFINPRPA & 2 dzy

Notified C2 NBa UG NE { SNBAOS 2F L2FyyAyl oy20( LINBaSydo
Dead animals3 foxes Yulpes vulpés

Type of finding lat long

1stfox odhddo HNndyp

2" fox ogpdpdo Hndyp

3" fox opdPho HNdyp

Management of dead animal®nknown

Map oft L b 5 bt Qairolih Skamneli on 18/05/2023
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Remains of poisoned animal and bait found duting b 5 b t Qairol dn8.8/05/2023 in Skamneli

Pt X
S e :

A poisonedox that was found during the patrol

07-08/06/2023, Mazj Municipality ofKonitsa

Notice from Individual that is working in aEnvironmentalNon-Governmental @anization
PINDNPOutsideof the National Park

Regional Unitloannina

Municipality. Konitsa

Location Mazi Konitsa

Bait used Unknown

Type of poison usednknown




[T e B e i

»

Description On 07/06/2023,t L b 5 bt Qeteivan |an information about a deadvestock
Guardian @g, possible poisoned, in the Mazi Konigsaa. After collecting information, there was
anonda A0S Ay@SadAiadalrarzy Ay (GKS IINBI o6& tLb5bt Qa
Rangerof the Northern Pindos National Park that supervise the Konitsa area section, a search
patrol was carried out in the Mazi Konitsa area. The investigation began at 09:40 and lasted 55
minutes. Approximately 2.8 kilometers were traveled and was carried out at an altituéfz5oi

450 metersDuring the patrol no other findings were found.

Protected AreaNo

Notified: NECCA

Dead animatsOne Livestock Guardian Dog

Management of dead animalslnknown

GooglelEartik

Map oft L b 5 b t Qairolih Bgzi on 08/06/2023

27/07/2023, Metsovo Marovouni Municipality ofMietsovo

Notice from Forestry Service of Metsovo
PINDNPInside the National Park

Regional Unittoannina

Municipality. Metsovo
Location MavrovouniMetsovo

Bait usedUnknown

Type of poison usedJnknown

DescriptionOn 26/07/2023, an information wagceivedhat a livestock farmer on Mt Mavrovouni
of the Aoos Lakbad some of his guaiidn dogs poisoned. After consultation with the competent
authority of the ForestryServiceit was deemed appropriate to conduct a search in the arghef
incidentby the ADUON 27/07/2023t L b 5 b t @cgdompahiéd by thélorthernPindosNational
Park team that supervises the Metsovo section and an employee of the Metsovo F@estige
carried outa search in therea The search began at 09:30 and lasted 28 minut@&kilometers
were traveled at an altitude of 1900 to 1950 metefie eason forthe poison bait usevere
probablelocal disputesNo evidence of poisoned bait was found during the paffble probable
motive for the use of the poison bait was local disputes.




Protected AreaGR1310002GR1310003|BAD w i1 cVilia Kaldad t A Y R2 &

PINDNP

Notified: Forestry Service of Metsoamdb 9/ / ! 6 SF¥2 NB
Dead animals8 Livestock Guardian Dogs
Type of finding lat long
8 Livestock Guardiandds | o Py p| HMdMN

Management of dead animalfinknown

2023-0/7=2/7209: 594117,

Mapoft Lb5bt Qa

| 5!

L

[

i 19207/2023y

iKS AYyOARSyGQa

Google Earth

al GNB @2 dzy A

In the research with the Metsovo Fores8grviceat the Mavrovouni location
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22/09/2023, GrevenitiMunicipalityof Zagori

Notice from A Game warden of the 5th Hunting AssociatmfrEpirus
PINDNPInsidethe National Park

Regional Unitloannina

Municipality: Zagori
Location Greveniti

Baitused t ASOS 2F YSI O oodpdyncohopc Hmdananpnnchu
Type of possible baitynknown

U Description On 21/09/2023, a game warden of the 5th Hunting Association informed the MU of

PINDNP that on a road near the village of Greveniti, Zagori, remains of poisoned bait wer8 found
days before (18/09/2023)'he baits were eaten by two dogs and were poisofwt petdog and
one shepherd dog)
The baits were collected and sent to the Veterinary Services for further analysis and disposition. It
ga RSOARSR GKIG tLb5btQa !'5! aKz2dzZ R 6S FOGAQI
more baits and perhaps dead poisoned animals.
On 22/09/2023, accompanied by tiRanger ¥ (G KS t Lb5bt Qa a! GKIF 4G &dzS
and the game warden of the 5th Hunting Association, a search was carried out in the indicated area.
During the search, no other findings of poisoned baits were fourtte probable motive was
problems with stray dogs
Protected AreaPINDNP
Notified: Metsovo Forestry Service & NECCA before the management of the incatlerdunting
Association of Epirus (informgnt
Dead animals2 dogs

Type of finding lat long
2 dogs (1 petlog & 1Livestock Guardian Do o Py n¢ H M P N

Management of dead animalfnknown

‘T' !

y /‘f‘. X "
¥,
k!

N
?023»09»22 09:42:37

~

Google Earth

w

allJ 2F tLb5btQa !'5! NBaASINOK Ay DNB@GSyAiliSz v
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Investigation byt L b 5 b t @ith the @Eaiticipation of thés" Hunting Associationf Epirus.guards

y
4,

Poison baifound

17/11/2023, Chrisovitsa Politsddunicipalityof Metsovo

Notice from Unknown

PINDNPOutside of the National Park

Regional Unitloannina

Municipality. Metsovo

Location Chrisovits&Politses

Bait usedNo poisoned baits

Type of poison usedJnknown

DescriptionOn 17/11/2023, a searepatrol was carried out in the Chrysovitsa area, at the location
2T GKS 1'223a8 [F1S a2dz2NDSa oe@ Rafg&sftheNodhbroPdos ! 5! X
National Park, which supervise the Metsovo area secfldre patrol was scheduldzecause of an
information about poison baits thrown in the area. The search began at 12:50 and lasted 45
minutes. Two point seven (2.7) kilometers were traveled and was carried out at an altitude of 1385
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to 1420 meters. No poisoned baits were found during the patrol, but the eéchdtog found some

dead animals.

The dead animals that were found (1 fox and 2 shepherd dogs) were, according to the macroscopic
examination and the indications on the bodiggpbably poisoned. Also, at the sifeemains of a

dead domestic animal (sheep) were found that may have been used as poisoned bait. The sheep was
already consumed in the most part. The area where the findings were found is rstalathat
seemed abandoned, with no pence of animals. The animals had been moved in the previous
period of time.

Protected AreaNone

Notified: The competent Forestry Service (Metsdvorestry Service) was notified but we were
informed that due to the day, time and workload, it was not possible for employees of the service

to attend the site. The same response was given by the veterinarian of the Metsovo Rural
Veterinary Hospital.

Dead animalsl fox and 2 shepherd dogs

Management of dead animal3he Forestry Service arranged for a private individual to arrive at

the scene with a digging machine and the dead animals were collected and buried at great depth
and in a safe place.
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7. 4/4/2024 and 6/4/2024 Avdella Municipality of Grevena

[t e B et I e Y e e

Notice from ForestryServiceof Grevena
PINDNPInside the National Park

Regional UnitGrevena

Municipality: Grevena
Location:Avdella

Bait usedUnknown

Type of poison usedJnknown

Description After a notification from the ForestryServiceof Grevena tdPINDNPNECCA

for possibleuseof poisoned baits in the area &angelia #della, on 04/04/2024 an osite
investigation was organized in the areatyL b 5 Bntigb&on DogJnit (ADU, in the
presence of a representative of the ForesBgrviceof Grevenaand aHunting Warderof

the 6th Hunting Divisioof the Federation of Macedonial hrace. A search was carried out

with the specially trained dog at two indicated poimdUfound no poisoned baits or dead
animals. The next day (04/05/2024) a resident of the village notAigdlof the existence

of dead animals (a dog, a foxfaret and a bear) in the area, close to the one spot that

had been investigated the previous day, but outsidéhefradius of action othe ADU

Due to the seriousness of the findings, the next day, 04/06/2024, AdD af NECCA

(t L b 5 ADUakdthe ADUof the Management Unit oCentral Macedonia3earched the

areg in the presence of theélunting Warderof the 6th Hunting Federation of Macedonia
Thrace and the residertihat pointedthe spotwith the dead animals

The wider area was scanned with the specially trained dogs while at the same time the rest
of the Unit performed an autopsy on the spespecially irthe area where the remains of the
bear's carcass were foundlhe bear wasatenthe previous period of timéy other animals.

The rest of thedeadanimals were buried the day they were discovered. The area surveyed
as shown on the attached maps with the course followed by the dogs and handler. From the




investigation, a dead badger was found (probabii08days old) where it was buried after
the work was completed. It is noted that the dogs indicated all the places where the three
dead animals had been found the previous day. Possible reason for useitef ba
Extermination of wolves

Protected AreaYes
Notified: ForestryService of Greven®th Hunting Division of the Macedonian Federation

of Thrace.
U0 Dead animatsa dog, a fox, a ferret, a badger and a bear
Date Type of finding lat long
05/04/2024 | Deaddog nndnnnn HMPMANp d
05/04/2024 | DeadMartessp. ohPhhdpT HM®PMAnNT
05/04/2024 | DeadVulpes vulpes oOpdPPpdy H HM®PMMI 0O
06/04/2024 | DeadUrsus arctos* ohPhhT Yy HM®PMAH
06/04/2024 | DeadMeles meles opdPdpdc c HM®PMApPH

U Management of dead animal¥hey were buried when picked up

Therout2 ¥ t Lb5bt Q&8 KIyRftSNIFYyR R23 i GKS FANRG LRAY
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8. 5/4/2024, Aetomilitsa- Schistos Ro¢kunicipality of Konitsa

Notice from Sientific staffthat weredoing research in the area

PINDNPOutideof the National Park

Regional Unitloannina

Municipality. Konitsa

Location Aetomilitsa

Bait used 14 pieces of meat

Type of poison usedJnknown

Description We received information from scientists who were moving in the ared.df.
Aetomilitsa about the finding of an eagle and a dead fox that had been opened to feed. Initially,
the Kleidonia surveillance team, which was in the area, arrived first asdbre and with the

help of the two scientists, they started checking the area. A total of 14 pieces of meat, possibly
poisoned baits, and 5 dead animals were found, namely a golden eagle, a fox, a cat, a finch and
a buzzard.

Notified: NECCAForestry Servicef Konitsa, KonitsRolice

Dead animals

c oo oo oo

Type of finding v ]
Possible Poisoned Bait 4465990 232554
Golden eagleAquila chrysaetgs 4465995| 232552
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466046| 232464
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466101| 232479
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466131| 232488
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466141| 232493
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466161| 232508
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466149| 232532
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466149| 232542
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466195| 232567
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466197| 232566




i

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466190| 232561
Cat 4466253| 232544
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466262| 232550
Fox Yulpes vulpes 4465983 232557
Possible Poisoned Bait 4466040| 232493
White wagtail(Motacilla albg 4466199| 232562
Eurasian chaffincfFringilla coelebs| 4466213| 232562

BuzzardButeo buted

Management ofdead animalsThey were handed over to amployee of theForestry Service

of Konitsa so that they can be sent for toxicologaradlysis
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Indicative photos from the suspected poisoning incident in Aetomilitsa on 05/04/2024.
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Map showing the locations of the findings and the route of the-Rotson Dog Unit of the

[t E et A st A et et R et

c:

Northern Pindos National Park on 05/04/2024.

18/07/2024, Anilio, Municipality of Metsovo

Notice from Resident from the village

PINDNPOutside of the National Park

Regional Unitloannina

Municipality:Metsovo

Location Anilio

Description On 17/07/2024, a resident of the village notified the handler of the ADU about the
presence of dead animals just outside the boundaries of the settlement of Anilio, Metsovo. On
18/07/2024, an orsite investigation was organized and carried out in the dethe ADU and the
trained dog. The unit did not detect any poisoned baits; however, the investigation revealed five
deceased livestock guardian dogs belonging to a shepherd. The possible reason for the use of
poisoned baits are personal digjes.

Protected AreaGR2130006

Notified: Forestry Service of Metsovo, Municipality of Metsovo

Dead animaldfive dead livestock guardian dogs

Type of Finding lat long
Dead dog OPPTPg HMDMY T
Dead dog 0pPTPdHMDPMY J
Dead dog OoPPT PN HMPMY J
Dead dog OoPPT PN HMDPMY J
Dead dog opdPT PN HMDMY

Management of dead animaldhe dogs were buried esite by the municipal service using
excavation equipment at a secure location and at a significant depth to prevent further poisoning
incidents.
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DOG_NECCA_20240718_EMADD_05_a
NECCA_20240718_EMADD_05_a
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Google Earth
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10. 31/07/2024, Chalikj Municipality ofKalampaka

[T i e i

Notice from Livestock farmer
PINDNPOutside of the National Park

Regional UnitTrikala
Municipality. Kalampaka

Karaokeur] kuweAwv Bapoavng XproTog

A
N
200 m




Location Chaliki

Bait used Unknown

Type of poison usednknown

DescriptionOn 31/07/2024, a livestock farmer operating in the mountainous area of Chaliki, in the
Municipality ofKalampakanotified the Management Unit of the Northern Pindos National Park
about the poisoning of his five livestock guardian dogs near his farm.

An immediate response was organized, and on the afternoon of the same day, 31/07/2024, an on
site investigation was conducted in the area by A@Uand the trained dog. The unit did not detect
any poisoned baits; however, during the investigation, two of the farmer's livestock guardian dogs,
which he had not previously found, were located.

Protected AreaGR2130007

Notified: Management Unit of the Northern Pindos National Park

Dead animalss Livestock Guardian Dogs

Management of dead animal¥he two dogs were buried esite in a secure location to prevent
further poisoning incidents.

[T B e

[T e B i

SYTKPIZH AIAAPOMQN e

DOG_NECCA_20240731_EMADD_05_a
NECCA_20240731_EMADD_05_a

¥

NECCA_20240731_EMADDL05_a 'DOG. NECCA+20240731EMADD_ 05_a

L Merpivo yeupr MixaAakn DIAGU
'

Google Earth (

hrage @2024 Artas o 200 m
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. 12/08/2024, Monodendrj Municipality of Zagori

Notice from resident

PINDNPInside the National Park

Regional Unitloannina

Municipality. Zagori

Location Monodendri

Bait used A poison bait

Type of poisoused Unkown

DescriptionOn 11/08/2024, a resident of the village notified the Management Unit of the Northern
Pindos National Park about the poisoning of a domestic dog during an afternoon walk just outside
the boundaries of the settlement in Monodendri, Zagori.

On 12/08/2024, an osite investigation was organized and conducted in the area by the ADU and
the trained dog. The ADU identified a suspected poisoned bait, which was collected following safety
protocols and proper handling procedures. It was placedseaded container and transferred to the
loannina Forestry Service, where it was handed over for toxicological analysis. The suspected reason
for the use of poisoned baits: personal disputes. No other baits or dead animals that may have
consumed the poisowere found during the continuation of the investigation.

Protected AreaGR2130001, GR2130009, Northern Pindos National Park

Notified: Forestry Service of loannina, Municipality of Zagori

Dead animalsl domestic dog dead

Management of dead animalslandled by the owner
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DOG_NECCA_20240812_EMADD_05_a
NECCA_20240812_EMADD_05_a

100 m

12. 29/08/2024, Vlachava Municipality ofKalampaka

[T e e R e e e

Notice from NGO members

PINDNPOutside the National Park

Regional UnitTrikala

Municipality. Kalampaka

Location Vlachava

Description On 28/08/2024, we were informed by NGO members and the Meteora Forestry
Service that a local livestock farmer had lost seven livestock guardian dogs, likely due to poisoned
bait, in the area where his flock grazes. Five of the dogs were found by therfandeorestry
officials around and near his stable.
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The areavasin close proximity to an artificial feeding station and the nest of a newly formed Egyptian
vulture pair with their chick one of the most endangered species in Greece. Due to the severity of
the findings and the ecological significance of the area, orfdhewing day, 29/08/2024, two Anti
Poison Dog Units frodNECCA (the ADdd the Northern Pindos National Park Management Unit and
the ADUof the Thessaly Protected Areas Management Unit) were deployed to investigate the site.
The broader area was thoroughly searched with the specially trained dogs and the rest of the team.
During the investigation, two more deceased dogs were found, along with another in an advanced
stage of decomposition. However, no poisoned bait was detedthd possible reason for the use of

the poison baits was probably the elimination of wolves.

Protected AreaGR1440003, GR1440005

Notified: Forestry Service of Kalampaka

Dead animatsSeven(7) livestock guardian dogs o pdT c ppTHC Z HMPcpooopcoL
Management of dead animal¥he dogs were buried
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