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1.1.1. SUMMARY 

The illegal use of poisoned baits continues to be a prevalent issue in Greece (Velevski et al., 2015; Ntemiri 

ϧ {ŀǊŀǾƛŀΣ нлмсΤ tŀƴǘƻǾƛŏ & Andevski, 2018), despite being prohibited by law since 1993. This practice has 

significant consequences for carnivorous and scavenging wildlife, including species such as the fox, wolf, 

and the brown bear. 

To address this issue, three Anti-Poison Dog Units (ADUs), each consisting of three specially trained dogs 

and their handlers, have been established and are operational in the three Greek National Parks of 

Northern Pindos, Prespa, and the Rodopi Mountain Range, within the framework of action C3.1 "Operation 

of Poisoned Bait Detection Dog Units" under the LIFE ARCPROM Program "Improving human-bear 

coexistence in 4 National Parks of South Europe" (LIFE18 NAT/GR/000768). Poisoned Bait Detection Dogs 

are specifically trained to detect and locate various types of poisoned bait in the wild, dead bodies used as 

bait, and already poisoned animals. 

In contrast to the National Parks of Northern Pindos (PINDNP) and Rodopi Mountain Range (RMNP), which 

have established ADUs that operate within their respective areas, the Prespa National Park (PRESPNP) uses 

the ADU originally created by the Hellenic Ornithological Society (HOS) as part of another completed 

project in the Western Macedonia Region. The ADU of the Northern Pindos National Park (PINDNP) was 

funded by the National Operational Program "Transport Infrastructures, Environment, and Sustainable 

Development" 2014-2020 (OP TIESD 2014-2020) and operated within this framework until the end of 2023. 

Starting in 2024, PINDNP's ADU has been financed by the LIFE ARCPROM project. Each ADU is based and 

operates within one of the three National Parks. 

In this report, the first chapter outlines the methodology employed in managing actual or suspected 

poison-bait incidents, along with the Protocol for Management and Recording of Actual and Suspected 

Poisoning Incidents. It also covers the management of each case in the study areas of the three Greek 

National Parks. This chapter provides a detailed description of the operation of the ADUs and the steps 

involved in both preventive and actual incident patrols. 

The second chapter presents the results of the implementation of the Protocol for Management and the 

operation of the ADUs in each Greek National Park during the years 2023-2024. Over the course of this 

period, more than 12 actual poisoning incidents were recorded across all three parks. 

1.1.2. ʃɳʄɹɽɶʌɶ 

ɶ ˉʰˊʱ˄ˇ˃ʹ ˔ˊʺˋʹ ʵʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʽʰˋ˃ʷ˄˖˄ ʵˇ˂˖˃ʱˍ˖˄ ˋˎ˄ʶ˔ʾʸʶʽ ˄ʰ ʰˉˇˍʶ˂ʶʾ ˁˇʽ˄ʺ ˉˊʰˁˍʽˁʺ ˋˍʹ˄ ɳ˂˂ʱʵʰ 

ό±ŜƭŜǾǎƪƛ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ нлмрΤ bǘŜƳƛǊƛ ϧ {ŀǊŀǾƛŀΣ нлмсΤ tŀƴǘƻǾƛŏ ϧ !ƴŘŜǾǎƪƛΣ нлмуύΣ ˉʰˊʱ ˍˇ ʴʶʴˇ˄ˈˌ ˈˍʽ 

ʰˉʰʴˇˊʶˏʶˍʰʽ ʰˉˈ ˍˇ ˄ˈ˃ˇ ʰˉˈ ˍˇ мффоΦ ɮˎˍʺ ʹ ˉˊʰˁˍʽˁʺ ʷ˔ʶʽ ˋˇʲʰˊʷˌ ʶˉʽˉˍ˗ˋʶʽˌ ʴʽʰ ˍʰ ˋʰˊˁˇ˒ʱʴʰ ˁʰʽ 

ˍʰ ˁʰʻʰˊˍʽˁʱ ʱʴˊʽʰ ʸ˗ʰΣ ˈˉ˖ˌ ʹ ʰ˂ʶˉˇˏΣ ˍˇ ˂ˏˁˇˌ ˁʰʽΣ ˃ʶˍʰ˅ˏ ʱ˂˂˖˄Σ ʹ ʰˊˁˇˏʵʰΦ 

ɱʽʰ ˄ʰ ʰ˄ˍʽ˃ʶˍ˖ˉʽˋˍʶʾ ʰˎˍˈ ˍˇ ˒ʰʽ˄ˈ˃ʶ˄ˇΣ ʷ˔ˇˎ˄ ʽʵˊˎʻʶʾ ˁʰʽ ˂ʶʽˍˇˎˊʴˇˏ˄ ˍˊʶʽˌ ɾˇ˄ʱʵʶˌ ɳ˄ˍˇˉʽˋ˃ˇˏ 

ɲʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʽʰˋ˃ʷ˄˖˄ ɲˇ˂˖˃ʱˍ˖˄ ό!5¦ǎύΣ ˇʽ ˇˉˇʾʶˌ ʰˉˇˍʶ˂ˇˏ˄ˍʰʽ ʰˉˈ ˍˊʾʰ ʶʽʵʽˁʱ ʶˁˉʰʽʵʶˎ˃ʷ˄ʰ ˋˁˎ˂ʽʱ ˁʰʽ 

ˍˇˎˌ ˔ʶʽˊʽˋˍʷˌ ˍˇˎˌΣ ˋˍʰ ˍˊʾʰ ɳ˂˂ʹ˄ʽˁʱ ɳʻ˄ʽˁʱ ʃʱˊˁʰ ˍˇˎ ɰˈˊʶʽˇˎ ʃʾ˄ʵˇˎΣ ˍʹˌ ʃˊʷˋˉʰˌ ˁʰʽ ˍʹˌ ʁˊˇˋʶʽˊʱˌ 

ʄˇʵˈˉʹˌΣ ˋˍˇ ˉ˂ʰʾˋʽˇ ˍʹˌ ʵˊʱˋʹˌ /оΦм Ϧɽʶʽˍˇˎˊʴʾʰ ɾˇ˄ʱʵ˖˄ ɳ˄ˍˇˉʽˋ˃ˇˏ ɲʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʽʰˋ˃ʷ˄˖˄ 

ɲˇ˂˖˃ʱˍ˖˄Ϧ ˍˇˎ ˉˊˇʴˊʱ˃˃ʰˍˇˌ [LC9 !w/twha Ϧɰʶ˂ˍʾ˖ˋʹ ˍʹˌ ˋˎ˄ˏˉʰˊ˅ʹˌ ʰ˄ʻˊ˗ˉˇˎ-ʰˊˁˇˏʵʰˌ ˋʶ п 

ɳʻ˄ʽˁʱ ʃʱˊˁʰ ˍʹˌ ɿˈˍʽʰˌ ɳˎˊ˗ˉʹˌϦ ό[LC9му b!¢κDwκлллтсуύΦ ʆʰ ʅˁˎ˂ʽʱ ɳ˄ˍˇˉʽˋ˃ˇˏ ɲʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʽʰˋ˃ʷ˄˖˄ 

ɲˇ˂˖˃ʱˍ˖˄ ʶʾ˄ʰʽ ʶʽʵʽˁʱ ʶˁˉʰʽʵʶˎ˃ʷ˄ʰ ˄ʰ ʶ˄ˍˇˉʾʸˇˎ˄ ˁʰʽ ˄ʰ ʶ˄ˍˇˉʾʸˇˎ˄ ʵʽʱ˒ˇˊˇˎˌ ˍˏˉˇˎˌ 

ʵʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʽʰˋ˃ʷ˄˖˄ ʵˇ˂˖˃ʱˍ˖˄ ˋˍʹ˄ ʱʴˊʽʰ ˒ˏˋʹΣ ˄ʶˁˊʱ ʸ˗ʰ ˉˇˎ ˔ˊʹˋʽ˃ˇˉˇʽˇˏ˄ˍʰʽ ˖ˌ ʵˈ˂˖˃ʰ ˁʰʽ ʺʵʹ 

ʵʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʽʰˋ˃ʷ˄ʰ ʸ˗ʰΦ 
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ʅʶ ʰ˄ˍʾʻʶˋʹ ˃ʶ ˍʰ ʵˏˇ ɳʻ˄ʽˁʱ ʃʱˊˁʰ ˍˇˎ ɰˈˊʶʽˇˎ ʃʾ˄ʵˇˎ όtLb5btύ ˁʰʽ ˍʹˌ ʁˊˇˋʶʽˊʱˌ ʄˇʵˈˉʹˌ όwabtύΣ 

ˍʰ ˇˉˇʾʰ ʷ˔ˇˎ˄ ʽʵˊˏˋʶʽ ˍʽˌ !5¦ǎ ˉˇˎ ˂ʶʽˍˇˎˊʴˇˏ˄ ˋˍʹ˄ ˉʶˊʽˇ˔ʺ ˍˇˎˌΣ ˍˇ ɳʻ˄ʽˁˈ ʃʱˊˁˇ ʃˊʷˋˉʰˌ 

όtw9{tbtύ ˔ˊʹˋʽ˃ˇˉˇʽʶʾ ˍʹ˄ !5¦ ˉˇˎ ʵʹ˃ʽˇˎˊʴʺʻʹˁʶ ʰˊ˔ʽˁʱ ʰˉˈ ˍʹ˄ ɳ˂˂ʹ˄ʽˁʺ ʁˊ˄ʽʻˇ˂ˇʴʽˁʺ ɳˍʰʽˊʶʾʰ 

όIh{ύ ˋˍˇ ˉ˂ʰʾˋʽˇ ʱ˂˂ˇˎ ʷˊʴˇˎ ˋˍʹ ɲˎˍʽˁʺ ɾʰˁʶʵˇ˄ʾʰΣ ˍˇ ˇˉˇʾˇ ʷ˔ʶʽ ˇ˂ˇˁ˂ʹˊ˖ʻʶʾΦ ɶ !5¦ ˍˇˎ ɳʻ˄ʽˁˇˏ 

ʃʱˊˁˇˎ ɰˈˊʶʽˇˎ ʃʾ˄ʵˇˎ όtLb5btύ ˔ˊʹ˃ʰˍˇʵˇˍʺʻʹˁʶ ʰˉˈ ˍˇ ɳʻ˄ʽˁˈ ɳˉʽ˔ʶʽˊʹˋʽʰˁˈ ʃˊˈʴˊʰ˃˃ʰ 

Ϧɾʶˍʰ˒ˇˊʽˁʷˌ ʇˉˇʵˇ˃ʷˌΣ ʃʶˊʽʲʱ˂˂ˇ˄ ˁʰʽ ɰʽ˗ˋʽ˃ʹ ɮ˄ʱˉˍˎ˅ʹϦ нлмп-2020 (OP TIESD 2014-нлнлύ ˁʰʽ 

˂ʶʽˍˇˏˊʴʹˋʶ ˋˍˇ ˉ˂ʰʾˋʽˇ ʰˎˍˇˏ ˍˇˎ ˉˊˇʴˊʱ˃˃ʰˍˇˌ ˃ʷ˔ˊʽ ˍˇ ˍʷ˂ˇˌ ˍˇˎ нлноΦ ɮˉˈ ˍˇ нлнпΣ ʹ !5¦ ˍˇˎ 

tLb5bt ˔ˊʹ˃ʰˍˇʵˇˍʶʾˍʰʽ ʰˉˈ ˍˇ ʷˊʴˇ [LC9 !w/twhaΦ ɼʱʻʶ !5¦ ʷ˔ʶʽ ʲʱˋʹ ˁʰʽ ˂ʶʽˍˇˎˊʴʶʾ ˋʶ ʷ˄ʰ ʰˉˈ ˍʰ 

ˍˊʾʰ ɳʻ˄ʽˁʱ ʃʱˊˁʰΦ 

ʅˍʹ˄ ˉˊ˗ˍʹ ʶ˄ˈˍʹˍʰ ʰˎˍʺˌ ˍʹˌ ʰ˄ʰ˒ˇˊʱˌ ˉʶˊʽʴˊʱ˒ʶˍʰʽ ʹ ˃ʶʻˇʵˇ˂ˇʴʾʰ ˉˇˎ ʰˁˇ˂ˇˎʻʶʾˍʰʽ ˁʰˍʱ ˍʹ 

ʵʽʰ˔ʶʾˊʽˋʹ ʶ˄ˈˌ ˉˊʰʴ˃ʰˍʽˁˇˏ ʺ ˉʽʻʰ˄ˇˏ ˉʶˊʽˋˍʰˍʽˁˇˏ ʵʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʾʰˋʹˌ ˃ʶ ʵˈ˂˖˃ʰΣ ˃ʰʸʾ ˃ʶ ˍˇ ʃˊ˖ˍˈˁˇ˂˂ˇ 

ɲʽʰ˔ʶʾˊʽˋʹˌ ˁʰʽ ɼʰˍʰʴˊʰ˒ʺˌ ʃˊʰʴ˃ʰˍʽˁ˗˄ ˁʰʽ ʃʽʻʰ˄˗˄ ʃʶˊʽˋˍʰˍʽˁ˗˄ ɲʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʾʰˋʹˌ ˁʰʽ ˍʹ ʵʽʰ˔ʶʾˊʽˋʹ 

ˁʱʻʶ ˉʶˊʾˉˍ˖ˋʹˌ ˋˍʹ˄ ˉʶˊʽˇ˔ʺ ˃ʶ˂ʷˍʹˌ ˁʰʽ ˋˍʰ ˍˊʾʰ ɳʻ˄ʽˁʱ ʃʱˊˁʰ ˍʹˌ ɳ˂˂ʱʵʰˌΦ ʅˍʹ˄ ʶ˄ˈˍʹˍʰ ʰˎˍʺ 

ˉʰˊʷ˔ʶˍʰʽ ʰ˄ʰ˂ˎˍʽˁʺ ˉʶˊʽʴˊʰ˒ʺ ˍʹˌ ˂ʶʽˍˇˎˊʴʾʰˌ ˍ˖˄ !5¦ǎΣ ˁʰʻ˗ˌ ˁʰʽ ˍ˖˄ ʲʹ˃ʱˍ˖˄ ˋʶ ˉˊˇ˂ʹˉˍʽˁˈ ˁʰʽ 

ˉˊʰʴ˃ʰˍʽˁˈ ˉʶˊʽˋˍʰˍʽˁˈ ˉʶˊʽˉˇ˂ʾʰˌΦ 

ɶ ʵʶˏˍʶˊʹ ʶ˄ˈˍʹˍʰ ʰ˒ˇˊʱ ˍʰ ʰˉˇˍʶ˂ʷˋ˃ʰˍʰ ˍʹˌ ʶ˒ʰˊ˃ˇʴʺˌ ˍˇˎ ʃˊ˖ˍˇˁˈ˂˂ˇˎ ɲʽʰ˔ʶʾˊʽˋʹˌ ˁʰʽ ˍʹˌ 

˂ʶʽˍˇˎˊʴʾʰˌ ˍ˖˄ !5¦ǎ ˋʶ ˁʱʻʶ ɳʻ˄ʽˁˈ ʃʱˊˁˇ ˍʹˌ ɳ˂˂ʱʵʰˌ ˁʰˍʱ ˍʰ ʷˍʹ нлно-нлнпΦ ɼʰˍʱ ˍʹ ʵʽʱˊˁʶʽʰ ʰˎˍʺˌ 

ˍʹˌ ˉʶˊʽˈʵˇˎΣ ˁʰˍʰʴˊʱ˒ʹˁʰ˄ ˉʱ˄˖ ʰˉˈ мн ˉˊʰʴ˃ʰˍʽˁʱ ˉʶˊʽˋˍʰˍʽˁʱ ˋʶ ˈ˂ʰ ˍʰ ˍˊʾʰ ˉʱˊˁʰΦ  
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CHAPTER 2. Methodology 
 

Subchapter 2.1. Study area 

2.1.1. PINDNP 

The project area is primarily located within the boundaries of the Northern Pindos National Park. However, 

on a case-by-case basis, it may be extended to other areas within the jurisdiction of the Northern Pindos 

National Park Management Unit and the broader region of Epirus. The Northern Pindos National Park is 

predominantly mountainous and encompasses five (5) Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and seven (7) 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) within the Natura 2000 network (Map 1). 

 
Map 1. Main study area on the borders of the Northern Pindos National Park  

 

2.1.2. RMNP 

The project area is primarily located within the boundaries of the Rodopi Mountain-range National Park. 

However, on an exceptional, case-by-case basis, it may be extended to other areas under the jurisdiction 

of the Nestos-Vistonida and Rodopi National Parks Management Unit. The Rodopi Mountain-range 

National Park is characterized by mountainous and semi-mountainous terrain, featuring a major river, 

and includes five (5) Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and two (2) Special Protection Areas (SPAs) 

within the Natura 2000 network (Map 2).  
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Map 2. Main study area on the borders of the Rodopi Mountain-range National Park  

2.1.3. PRESPNP 

The project area is primarily located within the boundaries of the Prespa National Park. However, on an 

exceptional, case-by-case basis, it may be extended to other areas of Western Macedonia. The Prespa 

National Park is characterized by mountainous and semi-mountainous terrain, with lakes, and is almost 

entirely encompassed by four Natura 2000 sites, including two (2) Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and two 

(2) Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) (Map 3). 
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Map 3. Main study area on the borders of the Prespa National Park 
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Subchapter 2.2. Operation of the ADUs - Practice and actual incident patrols  

NECCA operated, under the framework of LIFE ARCPROM, three (3) Anti-Poison Dog Units (ADUs) in 

PINDNP, PRESPNP, and RMNP. In PINDNP and RMNP, two dogs (Yasmin and Laika), both Border Collies, 

were trained and operated with their handlers, Mr. Ioannidis and Mr. Kyriakidis, respectively, until 

30/09/2024, each within their designated area of jurisdiction. 

The timeline outlining the course of the two established ADUs is provided below:

 

Unlike the two Greek Parks of PINDNP and RMNP, Prespa NP opted to employ an Anti-Poison Dog Unit that 

was initially created by the Hellenic Ornithological Society (HOS) as part of another completed project in 

the Region of Western Macedonia. This allowed Prespa NP to benefit from the operation of an already 

trained dog, supervised by an experienced handler. The Unit consists of dog handler Victoria Saravia-Mullin 

and the specially trained Border Collie, Ioli, and began operating for LIFE ARCPROM in March 2022. The 

contract of the PRESPNP handler was renewed from May 2024 until September 2024. 

The purpose of using an Anti-Poison Dog Unit (ADU) is to combat the illegal use of poisoned baits, a practice 

that remains common in Greece. ADUs are increasingly being utilized to address this issue. Poisoned Bait 

Detection Dogs are specifically trained to search for and locate various types of substances used as 

poisoned baits in the wild, dead bodies used as bait, and already poisoned animals. 

 

Subchapter 2.3. Type of patrols 

There are three types of patrols conducted by ADUs: training patrols, practice/preventive patrols, and 

patrols following a notification of a possible poisoning incident.  

Training patrols are part of the dog's ongoing training protocol, essential for maintaining the Unit in optimal 

condition (good physical health, strong handler-dog bond, and dog motivation). These patrols also serve a 

protective and supervisory role in the countryside, as the presence of the ADU in an area is proactive, even 

though it is unlikely to find poisoned bait or animals during such patrols. 

On the other hand, in the case of specific poison bait incidents, the likelihood of finding poisoned bait or 
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animals is high. These patrols aim to clear the incident area of poisoned baits or animals in a timely manner, 

thereby preventing the domino effect caused by the consumption of poisoned baits within the food chain. 

 
Picture 9. wabtΩǎ !5¦ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ όǇƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ 9Φ DǊƛƎƻǊƛŀŘƻǳύ 

 
Picture 10. tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ όǇƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ 5Φ ±ŀǾȅƭƛǎύ 

During a patrol, the dog works independently and autonomously, responding only to the initial command 

given by the handler, who determines the search area. When the dog detects a poisoned bait or animal, it 
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signals by sitting next to it. The dog's reward is always ς and only ς play, typically with a ball or another 

chew toy. 

 

Each ADU patrol requires thorough preparation and planning, taking into account factors such as the 

topography of the area, weather conditions, and other variables. For instance, hot weather can significantly 

affect the dog's performance, so patrols during very hot days or around midday hours are avoided. The 

Unit's equipment is also highly specific. During the patrol, the dog wears a special collar and optionally a 

muzzle. The handler's equipment includes a whistle, GPS, camera, plastic bags of various sizes, aluminum 

foil, and containers for poisoned baits, along with disposable gloves and masks. For the dog, the handler 

carries water, a first aid kit, and a toy for rewarding the dog (see Picture 7). 

 

Picture 7Φ ¢ƘŜ tw9{tbtΩǎ !5¦ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ  

 

Practice patrols typically last around 30 minutes, while the duration of a real incident patrol depends on 

the specific needs and whether any poisoned bait or animals are found. Additionally, factors such as 

weather conditions, terrain, vegetation types, or other circumstances can negatively impact the dog's 

effectiveness. 

¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΩǎ 

Management Units. These staff members were responsible for informing other relevant authorities, 

including the Forestry Services, the Police, the Municipalities, and the Veterinary Services. 

Each patrol was recorded using GPS, with the geographical coordinates of each poisoned bait or animal 

being logged. Necessary photographs of the findings were also taken. Furthermore, the ADUs are equipped 

with the appropriate consumables to collect samples or other evidence, which may be sent for toxicological 

or forensic analysis (e.g., fingerprints). 

 

Subchapter 2.4. Protocol Management and Recordings of Actual and Probable Poisoning Incidents 

On 2022, a Government Gazette was published (No 83415/2715/2022) describing the measures and 

procedures to control the illegal use of poisoned baits in wildlife species and the coordination of the 

competent services and agencies. In the Gazette a protocol for the for the management of the poisoning 

incidents was given in order for all people involved to follow in such cases.  
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According to that protocol, when an incident of poison use is recorded, there are several steps that are 

followed according to that. These steps are being specialized for every different area by the competent 

Forestry Service of it, with the publish of a Local Action Plan against the use of poison baits. According to 

each Plan the steps followed are: 

ü After the information about a poison bait use incident, the first step is to locate and remove 

the poisoned baits and/or poisoned animals from the countryside. The first authority that will 

respond immediately in most cases is NECCA or the Forestry Service or the Police. They, 

afterwards, inform each other and other competent authorities accordingly, to cooperate. If 

there is need, the ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ADU is activated 

ü The poisoned baits and the dead animals are taken form the incident following the necessary 

biosecurity measures and are immediately being sent to the Rural Veterinary Clinic according 

to the established Action Plan for the management of poisoned baits and/or poisoned animals 

in the area. In the case of a big poisoned dead animal, only samples from it are being taken 

and dent to the Clinic. The remains of the animal are disposed of in the appropriate sanitary 

for the public health manner.  

ü Secondly, takes place the registering of the incident in the handwritten protocol and then in 

the corresponding digital database  

ü Thirdly, is the filing of an official complaint of the incident by the Forestry Service/Police 

ü The performance of a necropsy for the dead animals and the appropriate sampling is carried 

out by the Rural Veterinary Clinic and the samples with the poison baits are sent to the Central 

Veterinary Clinic in Athens for toxicological analysis 

ü The next days all services intensify the safeguarding measures in the area 

ü An audit process and a Crime investigation are organized 

 

The Protocol Management and Recordings of Actual and Probable Poisoning Incidents, that the record of 

each case is carried out in the database, has the following information: 

1. Details of the organization / person managing the incident 

- Date of poisoning and notification 

2. Location ς incident characteristics 

- Geographical location, coordinates 

- Type of area 

- Protection regime in the area 

3. Dead animals ς Mode of poisoning 

- Wild or domestic animal 

- Number of animals (dead or poisoned and alive) 

- Poison bait condition (fresh, rotting, advanced rotting, feathers and/or bones)-Possible 

other cause of death 

4. Bait 

- If bait found, type and number of baits 

- Causes for using poisons 

5. Management 

- Services involved in the incident 
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- Reporting or not reporting the incident to the competent authorities 

- Clinical examination, necropsy 

- Toxicological analysis - conclusion (type of poison, active substance, mode of use) 

- Laboratory that has undertaken the toxicological analysis 

 
Figure 1. Protocol Recordings of Poisoning Incidents (part of)
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CHAPTER 3. Results 

 

Despite the challenges, all three NP ADUs (National Park Anti-Poison Units) were operational during 2022 - 

2024, effectively managing 34 poison bait incidents (18 of which were strictly located within the National 

Parks). Detailed information regarding the number of patrols, the kilometres covered by the Anti-poison dog 

and handler, as well as the number of dead animals and poisoned baits found, can be seen in the following map 

(Map 4). 

 

Map 4. Results of the ADUs operation during 2022-2024 

 

 

 

 

 

The detailed descriptions of each incident involving the operation of the three ADUs are provided below: 
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Subchapter 3.1. PINDNP 

3.1.1. Introduction 

In PINDNP, the main part of this Action, from 2021-2023, was financed in the framework of the National 

hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ά¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ όht ¢L9{5ύΦ 

The contract with the dog-trainer was signed on 24/6/2020, the one with the dog handler was signed on 

24/12/2021 and on June 2022 the ADU started operating for the first time. 

ü 5ǳǊƛƴƎ нлно tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ пм ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ трΦу ƪƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ т ǇƻƛǎƻƴŜŘ 

animals and 1 bait in 6 incidents. In addition, he performed 3 public demonstrations 

 

PINDNP'S ADU, Telis and Yasmin in a patrol 

The contract with the handler, Mr Ioannidis, expired on 26/12/23. Another contract was signed on 

11/04/2024, under the framework of LIFE ARCPROM.  

ü 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ п ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ 

handler worked voluntarily.  

ü During 2024 until 30/09/2024, tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ сн ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ мол ƪƳΣ ǘƘŜ 

dog 204,5 km and located 22 poisoned animals and 25 baits in 9 incidents.  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ŀƭƭ tLb5btΩǎ !5¦Ωǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

2022 and March 2024 can be seen in Map 5. 
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Map 5. PINDNPΩǎ !5¦ ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлнн-2023 

Year No of PINDNP Ωǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎ 

(training/proactive/real) 

No of PINDNP Ωǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎ 

inside Natura 2000 sites 

No of patrols for 

real incidents 

No of poison bait use 

incidents 

2023 41 (11/23/7) 35 patrols in 9 sites 7 6 

2024 62 (1/53/9) 52 patrols in 8 sites 9 3 

Total 111 94 16 9 

 

   
tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ ǿƛǘƘ WŀǎƳƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ aǊ LƻŀƴƴƛŘƛǎ in action. ϭ 5Φ ±ŀǾȅƭƛǎκb9//! όƭŜŦǘύΣ ϭ Ioannidis A./NECCA (right) 
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3.1.2. Practice/preventative patrols in PINDNP 

Practice/preventative patrols are part of the ongoing training and they are necessary to keep both dog and 

handler in a good performance state. They are also important for keeping the dog's motivation undiminished. 

At the same time, they function as a kind of guarding and surveillance of the countryside (just the presence 

of the handler and the dog in the area may prevent future incidents of poisoned baits usage). Unfortunately, 

a practice patrol is rarely expected to find poisoned bait or animals. The routes of the practice patrols are 

always recorded using a GPS device.  tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ carried out 42 proactive patrols and 11 

educative/practice for the two years, 2023-2024. 

a/a Date 
No. of 

patrols 
location 

code Natura 

2000 

Distance travelled 

from the handler 

(km) 

Distance travelled 

from the dog 

(km) 

Comments 

1 12/01/2023 1 Palioseli GR2130002 0,9   

2 31/01/2023 1 Gyftokambos GR2130009 1,7   

3 15/03/2023 1 Dilofo GR2130004 0,6  Educational 

4 17/03/2023 2 
Monodentri, Saint 

Paraskevi 
GR2130004 3,0   

5 23/03/2023 1 Nikaronas, Oxya GR2130002 1,1   

6 07/04/2023 1 Monodentri GR2130004 4,3   

7 12/04/2023 1 
Metsovo, Lake 

Aoos 
GR1310002 1,8   

8 10/04/2023 1 Asprageloi plains GR2130004 0,5   

9 16/04/2023 1 
Dilofo, Saint 

Paraskevi 
GR2130004 0,6  Educational 

10 22/04/2023 1 Dilofo, Saint Minas GR2130004 0,4  Educational 

11 11/05/2023 1 Dilofo, Saint Minas GR2130004 0,7 1,1 Educational 

12 27/05/2023 1 Dilofo antenna GR2130011 1,1 1,9 Educational 

13 22/05/2023 1 Dilofo GR2130011   Educational 

14 08/06/2023 1 Ano Kleidonia GR2130001 2,4 3,9 Educational 

15 19/07/2023 1 

Tsepelovo, 

Rogovou 

Monastery 

GR2130004 1,9 3,1  

16 04/08/2023 1 Vradeto, Avgerinos GR2130004 2,1 3,6  

17 11/08/2023 1 Metsovo, Katara GR2130006 1,5 2,3  

18 22/08/2023 1 Kryovrysi GR2130011 2,2 3,0  

19 28/08/2023 1 
Flambyrari, Scout 

Camp 
GR2130004 2,9 4,0  

20 13/09/2023 1 Krya GR2130008 1,9 2,8  

21 19/09/2023 1 Karyes GR2130011 2,2 3,1  

22 06/10/2023 1 Pedina plains GR2130011 0,5 1,0  

23 13/10/2023 1 
Skamneli, 

Gyftokambos 
GR2130004 2,2 3,2  

24 20/10/2023 1 Mavraneoi  3,4 5,0 Findings 

25 01/11/2023 1 Skamneli, Goura  2,4 2,7  

26 24/11/2023 1 
Krania, Matsagani 

Bridge 
 1,3 2,3  

27 30/11/2023 1 Frangades GR2130004 2,8 4,4  

28 02/12/2023 1 Vitsa, Skala Vitsas GR2130011 1,5 2,9  
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29 02/12/2023 1 
Koukouli, Missio 

Bridge 
GR2130011 1,2 1,8 Educational 

30 02/12/2023 1 
Dilofo, Old 

Vineyards 
GR2130011 1,0 1,7 Educational 

31 08/12/2023 1 Doliani GR2130004 4,9 7,9 Educational 

32 25/12/2023 1 Aspraggeli Plain GR2130011 1,1 2,5  

33 25/04/2023 1 Anilio GR2130006 2,4  Educational 

 

 
Picture 11. YasminΣ tLb5btΩǎ Poison Detection Dog, has located and marked a poison bait 

3.1.3. Cases of poisoning incidents in PINDNP 

 

1. 29/04-05/05/2023, Fourka, Municipality of Konitsa 

ü Notice from: Hunter  

ü PINDNP: Outside of the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina 

ü Municipality: Konitsa 

ü Location: Prophet Ilias in Fourka 

ü Bait used: Unknown 

ü Type of poison used: Unknown 

ü Description: On 29/04/2023, tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ received an information from the Police station of 

Konitsi that a hunter during a dog training case lost two of his three dogs from poisoned baits. After 

gathering more information, an on-site investigation took place in the area by the Anti-poison Dog 

Unit (ADU) of PINDNP. In consultation with the responsible Forestry Service of Konitsa, a joint 

investigation was organized.  

On 05/05/2023, an investigation-patrol was carried out in the area of Prophet Ilias in Fourka on the 

outskirts of Mt Smolika, accompanied by tLb5btΩǎ ǿŀǊŘŜƴǎ that supervise the Konitsa section and a 
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representative of the Forestry Service. The survey started at 11:45 and lasted 65 minutes. 3.75 klm 

were covered in an altitude of 1620 - 1715 m. No findings by the ADU. None sample was taken. The 

probable motive for the use of the poison bait was local disputes/problem with hunting dogs 

ü Protected Area: No 

ü Notified: NECCA, Police and Forestry Service of Konitsa ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ü Dead animals: 1 hunting dog 

Type of finding lat long 

1 hunting dog 40.164844ϲ 20.890983ϲ 

ADUs patrol плΦмупмснϲ нлΦфопфпсϲ 

ü Management of dead animals: The one dead hunting dog was buried on-site with stakeholder 

involvement 

 
Map of tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ƻƴ лрκлрκнлно ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘ Lƭƛŀǎ in Fourka area 

 

 
Operation in Furka on 05/05/2023 with the participation of the Police and the Forestry Service of Konitsa 
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2. 18/05/2023, Skamneli Goura, Municipality of Zagori 

ü Notice from: Unknown  

ü PINDNP: Inside the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina 

ü Municipality: Zagori 

ü Location: Skamneli 

ü Bait used: 1 Paraffin capsule of cyanide (used) (lat: 39.938635ϲΣ long: 20.855709ϲ) 

ü Type of poison used: Cyanide  

ü Description: On 18/05/2023, a search-patrol was carried out ōȅ tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ in the area of 

Skamneli, in the location Goura, accompanied by the rangers of the Management Unit of PINDNP 

because on 05/05/2023 there was an anonymous tip for a poison bait use incident in the area. The 

search lasted 85 minutes, with a distance of 5.2 klm covered. 

No poisoned baits were found during the patrol, but only remains of 3 dead animals (foxes) in 

advance decay. The probable motive for the use of the poison baits was losses in game 

ü Protected Area: GR2130004, GR2130011, IBA GR067 ζ/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ½ŀƎƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ aƻǳƴǘ aƛǘǎƛƪŜƭƛη, PINDNP 

ü Notified: CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ Lƻŀƴƴƛƴŀ όƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘύ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ü Dead animals: 3 foxes (Vulpes vulpes)  

Type of finding lat long 

1st fox офΦфоусорϲ нлΦурртлфϲ 

2nd fox офΦфортруϲ нлΦуртмффϲ 

3nd fox офΦфоруноϲ нлΦуртмстϲ 

ü Management of dead animals: Unknown 

 
Map of tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ patrol in Skamneli on 18/05/2023 



 

23 

 
Remains of poisoned animal and bait found during tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ patrol on 18/05/2023 in Skamneli 

 
A poisoned fox that was found during the patrol 

 

3. 07-08/06/2023, Mazi, Municipality of Konitsa 

ü Notice from: Individual that is working in an Environmental Non-Governmental Organization 

ü PINDNP: Outside of the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina 

ü Municipality: Konitsa 

ü Location: Mazi Konitsa 

ü Bait used: Unknown 

ü Type of poison used: Unknown 
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ü Description: On 07/06/2023, tLb5btΩǎ a¦ received an information about a dead Livestock 

Guardian Dog, possible poisoned, in the Mazi Konitsa area. After collecting information, there was 

an on-ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ōȅ tLb5btΩǎ !5¦Φ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ƻƴ луκлсκнлноΣ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Rangers of the Northern Pindos National Park that supervise the Konitsa area section, a search-

patrol was carried out in the Mazi Konitsa area. The investigation began at 09:40 and lasted 55 

minutes. Approximately 2.8 kilometers were traveled and was carried out at an altitude of 425 to 

450 meters. During the patrol no other findings were found. 

ü Protected Area: No 

ü Notified: NECCA 

ü Dead animals: One Livestock Guardian Dog 

ü Management of dead animals: Unknown 

 
Map of tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ patrol in Mazi on 08/06/2023 

4. 27/07/2023, Metsovo Mavrovouni, Municipality of Metsovo  

ü Notice from: Forestry Service of Metsovo 

ü PINDNP: Inside the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina 

ü Municipality: Metsovo 

ü Location: Mavrovouni Metsovo 

ü Bait used: Unknown 

ü Type of poison used: Unknown 

ü Description: On 26/07/2023, an information was received that a livestock farmer on Mt Mavrovouni 

of the Aoos Lake had some of his guardian dogs poisoned. After consultation with the competent 

authority of the Forestry Service, it was deemed appropriate to conduct a search in the area of the 

incident by the ADU. On 27/07/2023, tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ accompanied by the Northern Pindos National 

Park team that supervises the Metsovo section and an employee of the Metsovo Forestry Service, 

carried out a search in the area. The search began at 09:30 and lasted 28 minutes. 1.8 kilometers 

were traveled at an altitude of 1900 to 1950 meters. The reason for the poison bait use were 

probable local disputes. No evidence of poisoned bait was found during the patrol. The probable 

motive for the use of the poison bait was local disputes. 
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ü Protected Area: GR1310002, GR1310003, IBA Dwлсу άValia Kalda όtƛƴŘƻǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘ tŀǊƪύέ, 

PINDNP 

ü Notified: Forestry Service of Metsovo and b9//! ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ü Dead animals: 8 Livestock Guardian Dogs 

Type of finding lat long 

8 Livestock Guardian Dogs  офΦурнрттϲ  нмΦмпфрпнϲ 

ü Management of dead animals: Unknown 

 
Map of tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ aŀǾǊƻǾƻǳƴƛ ƻƴ 27/07/2023 

 
ɹn the research with the Metsovo Forestry Service at the Mavrovouni location 
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5. 22/09/2023, Greveniti, Municipality of Zagori 

ü Notice from: A Game warden of the 5th Hunting Association of Epirus 

ü PINDNP: Inside the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina 

ü Municipality: Zagori 

ü Location: Greveniti 

ü Bait usedΥ tƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŀǘ όофΦулсфорϲΣ нмΦллпрппϲύ 

ü Type of possible bait: Unknown 

ü Description: On 21/09/2023, a game warden of the 5th Hunting Association informed the MU of 

PINDNP that on a road near the village of Greveniti, Zagori, remains of poisoned bait were found 3 

days before (18/09/2023). The baits were eaten by two dogs and were poisoned (one pet-dog and 

one shepherd dog).  

The baits were collected and sent to the Veterinary Services for further analysis and disposition. It 

ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ 

more baits and perhaps dead poisoned animals. 

On 22/09/2023, accompanied by the Rangers ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tLb5btΩǎ a¦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ aŜǘǎƻǾƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

and the game warden of the 5th Hunting Association, a search was carried out in the indicated area. 

During the search, no other findings of poisoned baits were found. The probable motive was 

problems with stray dogs 

ü Protected Area: PINDNP 

ü Notified: Metsovo Forestry Service & NECCA before the management of the incident, 5th Hunting 

Association of Epirus (informant)  

ü Dead animals: 2 dogs 

Type of finding lat long 

2 dogs (1 pet-dog & 1 Livestock Guardian Dog)  офΦулсфорϲ  нмΦллпрппϲ 

ü Management of dead animals: Unknown 

 
aŀǇ ƻŦ tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ DǊŜǾŜƴƛǘŜΣ ½ŀƎƻǊƛ 
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 Investigation by tLb5btΩǎ !5¦ with the participation of the 5th Hunting Association of Epirus.  guards 

 
Poison bait found 

 

6. 17/11/2023, Chrisovitsa Politses, Municipality of Metsovo 

ü Notice from: Unknown 

ü PINDNP: Outside of the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina 

ü Municipality: Metsovo 

ü Location: Chrisovitsa Politses 

ü Bait used: No poisoned baits 

ü Type of poison used: Unknown 

ü Description: On 17/11/2023, a search-patrol was carried out in the Chrysovitsa area, at the location 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƻƻǎ [ŀƪŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tLb5btΩǎ !5¦Σ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Rangers of the Northern Pindos 

National Park, which supervise the Metsovo area section. The patrol was scheduled because of an 

information about poison baits thrown in the area. The search began at 12:50 and lasted 45 

minutes. Two point seven (2.7) kilometers were traveled and was carried out at an altitude of 1385 
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to 1420 meters. No poisoned baits were found during the patrol, but the trained dog found some 

dead animals. 

The dead animals that were found (1 fox and 2 shepherd dogs) were, according to the macroscopic 

examination and the indications on the bodies, probably poisoned. Also, at the site, remains of a 

dead domestic animal (sheep) were found that may have been used as poisoned bait. The sheep was 

already consumed in the most part. The area where the findings were found is near a stable that 

seemed abandoned, with no presence of animals. The animals had been moved in the previous 

period of time. 

ü Protected Area: None 

ü Notified: The competent Forestry Service (Metsovo Forestry Service) was notified but we were 

informed that due to the day, time and workload, it was not possible for employees of the service 

to attend the site. The same response was given by the veterinarian of the Metsovo Rural 

Veterinary Hospital.  

ü Dead animals: 1 fox and 2 shepherd dogs 

ü Management of dead animals: The Forestry Service arranged for a private individual to arrive at 

the scene with a digging machine and the dead animals were collected and buried at great depth 

and in a safe place.  
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7. 4/4/2024 and 6/4/2024, Avdella Municipality of Grevena  

ü Notice from: Forestry Service of Grevena  

ü PINDNP: Inside the National Park  

ü Regional Unit: Grevena  

ü Municipality: Grevena  

ü Location: Avdella  

ü Bait used: Unknown 

ü Type of poison used: Unknown 

ü Description: After a notification from the Forestry Service of Grevena to PINDNP (NECCA) 

for possible use of poisoned baits in the area of Kangelia Avdella, on 04/04/2024 an on-site 

investigation was organized in the area by tLb5btΩǎ Antipoison Dog Unit (ADU), in the 

presence of a representative of the Forestry Service of Grevena and a Hunting Warden of 

the 6th Hunting Division of the Federation of Macedonia -Thrace. A search was carried out 

with the specially trained dog at two indicated points. ADU found no poisoned baits or dead 

animals. The next day (04/05/2024) a resident of the village notified ADU of the existence 

of dead animals (a dog, a fox, a ferret and a bear) in the area, close to the one spot that 

had been investigated the previous day, but outside of the radius of action of the ADU.  

Due to the seriousness of the findings, the next day, 04/06/2024, two ADUΩǎ of NECCA 

(tLb5btΩ{ ADU and the ADU of the Management Unit of Central Macedonia) searched the 

area, in the presence of the Hunting Warden of the 6th Hunting Federation of Macedonia -

Thrace and the resident that pointed the spot with the dead animals.  

The wider area was scanned with the specially trained dogs while at the same time the rest 

of the Unit performed an autopsy on the spot especially in the area where the remains of the 

bear's carcass were found. The bear was eaten the previous period of time by other animals. 

The rest of the dead animals were buried the day they were discovered. The area surveyed 

as shown on the attached maps with the course followed by the dogs and handler. From the 
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investigation, a dead badger was found (probably 8-10 days old) where it was buried after 

the work was completed. It is noted that the dogs indicated all the places where the three 

dead animals had been found the previous day. Possible reason for use of baits: 

Extermination of wolves 

ü Protected Area: Yes  

ü Notified: Forestry Service of Grevena, 6th Hunting Division of the Macedonian Federation 

of Thrace.  

ü Dead animals: a dog, a fox, a ferret, a badger and a bear 

Date Type of finding lat long 

05/04/2024 Dead dog плΦллллупϲ нмΦмлрфптϲ 

05/04/2024 Dead Martes sp. офΦфффтптϲ нмΦмлптлпϲ 

05/04/2024 Dead Vulpes vulpes офΦффунсоϲ нмΦмлоонфϲ 

06/04/2024 Dead Ursus arctos* офΦффтуорϲ нмΦмлнфутϲ 

06/04/2024 Dead Meles meles офΦффссууϲ нмΦмлрнорϲ 

ü Management of dead animals: They were buried when picked up 

 
The route ƻŦ tLb5btΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ όпκпκнлнпύ 
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The route ƻŦ tLb5btΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ όпκпκнлнпύ 

 

 
¢ƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƻŦ tLb5btΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƎ ƻƴ 06/04/2024 
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8. 5/4/2024, Aetomilitsa - Schistos Rock, Municipality of Konitsa  

ü Notice from: Scientific staff that were doing research in the area 

ü PINDNP: Outside of the National Park   

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina  

ü Municipality: Konitsa  

ü Location: Aetomilitsa  

ü Bait used: 14 pieces of meat 

ü Type of poison used: Unknown  

ü Description: We received information from scientists who were moving in the area of T. K. 

Aetomilitsa about the finding of an eagle and a dead fox that had been opened to feed. Initially, 

the Kleidonia surveillance team, which was in the area, arrived first at the scene and with the 

help of the two scientists, they started checking the area. A total of 14 pieces of meat, possibly 

poisoned baits, and 5 dead animals were found, namely a golden eagle, a fox, a cat, a finch and 

a buzzard.  

ü Notified: NECCA, Forestry Service of Konitsa, Konitsa Police 

ü Dead animals: 

Type of finding ʋ ʇ 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4465990 232554 

Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 4465995 232552 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466046 232464 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466101 232479 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466131 232488 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466141 232493 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466161 232508 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466149 232532 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466149 232542 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466195 232567 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466197 232566 
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Possible Poisoned Bait 4466190 232561 

Cat  4466253 232544 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466262 232550 

Fox (Vulpes vulpes) 4465983 232557 

Possible Poisoned Bait 4466040 232493 

White wagtail (Motacilla alba) 4466199 232562 

Eurasian chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) 4466213 232562 

Buzzard (Buteo buteo)   

ü Management of dead animals: They were handed over to an employee of the Forestry Service 

of Konitsa so that they can be sent for toxicological analysis. 
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Indicative photos from the suspected poisoning incident in Aetomilitsa on 05/04/2024. 
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Map showing the locations of the findings and the route of the Anti-Poison Dog Unit of the 

Northern Pindos National Park on 05/04/2024. 

 

9. 18/07/2024, Anilio, Municipality of Metsovo 

ü Notice from: Resident from the village 

ü PINDNP: Outside of the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina 

ü Municipality: Metsovo 

ü Location: Anilio 

ü Description: On 17/07/2024, a resident of the village notified the handler of the ADU about the 

presence of dead animals just outside the boundaries of the settlement of Anilio, Metsovo. On 

18/07/2024, an on-site investigation was organized and carried out in the area by the ADU and the 

trained dog. The unit did not detect any poisoned baits; however, the investigation revealed five 

deceased livestock guardian dogs belonging to a shepherd.  The possible reason for the use of 

poisoned baits are personal disputes. 

ü Protected Area: GR2130006 

ü Notified:  Forestry Service of Metsovo, Municipality of Metsovo 

ü Dead animals: five dead livestock guardian dogs 

Type of Finding lat long 

Dead dog офΦтросмуϲ  нмΦмулнтнϲ 

Dead dog офΦтроусфϲ нмΦмулпофϲ 

Dead dog офΦтрппопϲ нмΦмулфнрϲ 

Dead dog офΦтрпломϲ нмΦмулппнϲ 

Dead dog офΦтрпофуϲ нмΦмулфтнϲ 

ü Management of dead animals: The dogs were buried on-site by the municipal service using 

excavation equipment at a secure location and at a significant depth to prevent further poisoning 

incidents. 
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10. 31/07/2024, Chaliki, Municipality of Kalampaka 

ü Notice from: Livestock farmer 

ü PINDNP: Outside of the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Trikala 

ü Municipality: Kalampaka 

ɳ˄ʵʶʽˁˍʽˁʷˌ ˒˖ˍˇʴˊʰ˒ʾʶˌ ʰˉˈ ˍˇ ˉʽʻʰ˄ˈ ˉʶˊʽˋˍʰˍʽˁˈ ʵʹ˂ʹˍʹˊʾʰˋʹˌ ˋˍˇ ɮ˄ʺ˂ʽˇ ɾʶˍˋˈʲˇˎ 
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ü Location: Chaliki 

ü Bait used: Unknown 

ü Type of poison used: Unknown 

ü Description: On 31/07/2024, a livestock farmer operating in the mountainous area of Chaliki, in the 

Municipality of Kalampaka, notified the Management Unit of the Northern Pindos National Park 

about the poisoning of his five livestock guardian dogs near his farm.   

An immediate response was organized, and on the afternoon of the same day, 31/07/2024, an on-

site investigation was conducted in the area by the ADU and the trained dog. The unit did not detect 

any poisoned baits; however, during the investigation, two of the farmer's livestock guardian dogs, 

which he had not previously found, were located.  

ü Protected Area: GR2130007 

ü Notified: Management Unit of the Northern Pindos National Park 

ü Dead animals: 5 Livestock Guardian Dogs 

ü Management of dead animals: The two dogs were buried on-site in a secure location to prevent 

further poisoning incidents. 
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11. 12/08/2024, Monodendri, Municipality of Zagori 

ü Notice from: resident 

ü PINDNP: Inside the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Ioannina 

ü Municipality: Zagori 

ü Location: Monodendri 

ü Bait used: A poison bait 

ü Type of poison used: Unkown 

ü Description: On 11/08/2024, a resident of the village notified the Management Unit of the Northern 

Pindos National Park about the poisoning of a domestic dog during an afternoon walk just outside 

the boundaries of the settlement in Monodendri, Zagori. 

On 12/08/2024, an on-site investigation was organized and conducted in the area by the ADU and 

the trained dog. The ADU identified a suspected poisoned bait, which was collected following safety 

protocols and proper handling procedures. It was placed in a sealed container and transferred to the 

Ioannina Forestry Service, where it was handed over for toxicological analysis. The suspected reason 

for the use of poisoned baits: personal disputes. No other baits or dead animals that may have 

consumed the poison were found during the continuation of the investigation.  

ü Protected Area: GR2130001, GR2130009, Northern Pindos National Park 

ü Notified: Forestry Service of Ioannina, Municipality of Zagori 

ü Dead animals: 1 domestic dog dead 

ü Management of dead animals: Handled by the owner 
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12. 29/08/2024, Vlachava, Municipality of Kalampaka 

ü Notice from: NGO members 

ü PINDNP: Outside the National Park 

ü Regional Unit: Trikala 

ü Municipality: Kalampaka 

ü Location: Vlachava 

ü Description: On 28/08/2024, we were informed by NGO members and the Meteora Forestry 

Service that a local livestock farmer had lost seven livestock guardian dogs, likely due to poisoned 

bait, in the area where his flock grazes. Five of the dogs were found by the farmer and forestry 

officials around and near his stable. 
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The area was in close proximity to an artificial feeding station and the nest of a newly formed Egyptian 

vulture pair with their chickτone of the most endangered species in Greece. Due to the severity of 

the findings and the ecological significance of the area, on the following day, 29/08/2024, two Anti-

Poison Dog Units from NECCA (the ADU of the Northern Pindos National Park Management Unit and 

the ADU of the Thessaly Protected Areas Management Unit) were deployed to investigate the site. 

The broader area was thoroughly searched with the specially trained dogs and the rest of the team. 

During the investigation, two more deceased dogs were found, along with another in an advanced 

stage of decomposition. However, no poisoned bait was detected. The possible reason for the use of 

the poison baits was probably the elimination of wolves. 

ü Protected Area: GR1440003, GR1440005 

ü Notified: Forestry Service of Kalampaka 

ü Dead animals: Seven (7) livestock guardian dogs όофΦтсфртнϲΣ нмΦсрооорϲύ 

ü Management of dead animals: The dogs were buried 

ü  

 






















































































