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SUMMARY

This deliverable outlines the objectives and outcomes of the International Conference. Specifically, it
includes the Conference Program, the list of participants, and the conference minutes as reflected in the
speakers’ presentations. Additional tables with useful conference material can be found in the annexes.

MNEPINHWH

To mopov mapadotéo MAPoUCLAEL TOUG OTOXOUG KOL TA AmOoTeEAEopATA TNG Slopydvwaong Tou AleBvoug
Juvebpiou. MeplthapPavel To avoAUTIKO TPOYPAUHA TNG €KOGNAWONG, TOV KOTAAOYO GUUUETEXOVIWV,
KOOwG Kal TO TPAKTIKA TOU ouveSpiou, OMWG AUTA AMOTUTIWVOVTAL HECO QMO TI( TTOPOUGCLACEL TWV
ouAnTwv. EmutAéov, oTo mapdpTnua MopatiBevtal CUUNMANPWHATIKOL TIVOKEG e XPAOLULO UALKO ToU
SlavepunBnKe N MOPOUCLACTNKE KATA TNV TpOETOLaoia /Kot Th SLdpKkela Tou cuvedpiou.

RIASSUNTO

Il presente documento descrive gli obiettivi e i risultati della Conferenza Internazionale. Nello specifico,
include il programma della conferenza, l'elenco dei partecipanti e i verbali della conferenza che
riassumono le presentazioni dei relatori. Ulteriori tabelle con materiale utile della conferenza sono
disponibili negli allegati.

INTRODUCTION

Purpose of Action E4.3: International Conference

Action E4.3 of the project foresees the organization of an International Conference aiming to disseminate
the knowledge gained and the results achieved through the implementation of project activities in the 4
national parks, all related to human-bear coexistence. The Conference, organized by the University of
Thessaly (UTH), was designed as an open event to encourage broad participation from all relevant
stakeholders, including project partners, international experts, representatives of public authorities, NGOs,
students, local communities and journalists.

During the Conference, the applied methodologies, project outcomes, implementation challenges, and
prospects for future sustainability were presented and discussed. A particular emphasis was placed on the
potential for replicability and transferability of best practices and successful management techniques to
other regions and contexts. The event also included targeted efforts to enhance transboundary cooperation,
with the participation of experts and organizations from neighboring countries (Albania, Republic of North
Macedonia, and Bulgaria), whose travel and accommodation costs were covered by the project.

This action played a pivotal role in ensuring the wide dissemination of project results at national and
international levels, while also strengthening networking with other initiatives focused on brown bear
conservation and conflict mitigation. Additionally, the Conference served as a platform for dialogue on post-
project (After-LIFE) strategies and for exchanging knowledge and ideas that support the long-term
sustainability of conservation efforts.



RESULTS

The International Conference of the European project LIFE ARCPROM was successfully held in February
25-27 in the city of Larissa. A total of 185 scientists, representatives of environmental organizations,
universities, and institutions from Greece, Italy, Spain, Albania, North Macedonia, and Bulgaria participated
in the Conference. The sessions were also attended by students from the Department of Veterinary Medicine
and the Department of Public & Unified Health of the University of Thessaly, as well as a broader audience
interested in environmental issues, wildlife, and biodiversity.

During the Conference, the results of the LIFE ARCPROM project were presented in detail, and a
productive dialogue took place, facilitating the exchange of knowledge and experiences from various
European regions. The discussions focused on best practices that promote human-bear coexistence.

The official opening ceremony of the International Conference took place on the evening of Tuesday,
February 25, 2025, at the Hippocrates Auditorium at the premises of the School of Health Sciences of the
University of Thessaly, in the city of Larissa. The welcome speech was delivered by the Rector of the
University of Thessaly, Professor Charalambos Billinis, who is the Head of the Conference organizing team
(UTH). Further, brief addresses shared by important guests, i.e. the Head of the Management Unit for
Protected Areas of Thessaly at NECCA, Dimitris Michalakis, and the Head of the Forest Policy Implementation
Inspection for Thessaly and Central Greece at the Ministry of Environment and Energy (YPEN), Zoi Ftika. The
Director of the Environmental Organization Callisto and project manager of LIFE ARCPROM, Spyros Psaroudas,
provided a precise overview of the project’s objectives, scope, and results, while viewing the documentary
produced as part of the LIFE ARCPROM initiative was the highlight of the event.

Earlier that day, as part of the Conference, a special tribute was held in honor of Emeritus Professor of
the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki K. Triantaphyllidis for his contributions to the field of Genetics. During
the event, Professor Triantaphyllidis delivered an acceptance speech titled “Genetic Editing of Animal
Genomes for Agriculture and Biomedical Applications.” The award was presented to Professor Triantaphyllidis
by Vaios Koutis, Chairman of the Board of the environmental organization Callisto.

In the framework of the International Conference, a special workshop was organized for participants from
neighboring countries on the second day, Wednesday February 26, aiming at the transfer of best practices
and lessons learned during implementation of the project. Invited speakers from Albania, Republic of
Northern Macedonia & Bulgaria participated in a Round Table titled “Brief Overview of Ongoing Initiatives
for the Conservation of Bear Populations in Southern Europe”, with the contribution of participants from Italy
and Spain. Main objective of the workshop was to transfer best practices & lessons learned during
implementation of the project in Greece & Italy, as well as the strengthening of transboundary cooperation
between public authorities, institutions & NGOs on issues related with the bear-human coexistence in trans-
border areas. The workshop concluded with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding for the
“Establishment of a Network of organizations and experts working on Conservation of Large Carnivores in
Southern Europe” between Callisto & associates, and LIFE projects beneficiaries. The full text of the MoU is
available in the Annexes section of the Deliverable.

Further, two side events took place during the Conference in the foyer of the JOIST Innovation Park. The
“Bear-Friendly Products Exhibition” showcased bear-friendly products and services that have received the



RESPECT-label certification. The label “Respect for wild life and biodiversity” is granted to products and
services that successfully go through the evaluation process developed by the UTH team in the context of
action C.10. Also, the Maiella Park “Bear-Friendly” logo was presented in this side event.

The second side event was the “Human-Bear Coexistence Exhibition”, curated by UOWM Creative Team.
It was an impressive exhibition of visual works and installations created by the staff and students of the
Department of Fine and Applied Arts, School of Fine Arts, exploring the theme of human—bear coexistence.

On the third day of the Conference, a field visit was conducted in the Meteora-Kalampaka region.
Conference participants had the opportunity to observe the Special Unit for the Detection of Poisoned Baits,
operated by NECCA in the Rhodope Mountain Range National Park, as well as the Karelians Bear Deterrence
Dog Unit, which operates under OFYPEKA in the Northern Pindos National Park. They also visited the facilities
of the “Kivotos tou Dimou” initiative, which breeds indigenous livestock breeds, and finally, Lake Loggas in
the Municipality of Meteora, which constitutes a “Bear-Smart Community” under the European LIFE Bear-
Smart Corridors project.



ANNEX I = LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

N [First Name [Last Name Email Organization Country of Origin |Job Title
vetdchatzop@gmail.co
1 |Dimitrios Chatzopoulos m University of Thessaly Greece Veterinarian
2 [GANAZHZ ZAXAPOMOYAOZ redmepe@gmail.com CALLISTO EANGSa Regional Planner
UTH team member/
Admin & Finance
3 [Panagiota Argyraki pargirak@gmail.com UTH GREECE Manager
4 Vasileios Avramoudis avramoudis@gmail.com [JOIST Greece coo
thomaspower@hotmail.
5 |THOMAS LAPPAS gr Forest Department Greece Forester
vavramoudis@openmell
6 [Vasileios Avramoudis on.gr Open Mellon SA Greece General Manager
simeontsili31@gmail.co |Democritus University of
7 [Simos Tsilikas m Thrace Greece PhD Candidate
Streetlatin@outlook.co |Street Latin Dance
8 |[AMNO2TOAOz |MIZZAX m Studio Greece Dance instructor
gtsaknakis69@gmail.co
9 |Giannis Tsaknakis m CALLISTO Greece Wildlife field technician
ISPRA - Italian Institute
patrizia.giangregorio@is |for Environmental Laboratory technician,
10 |Patrizia Giangregorio prambiente.it Protection and Research |ltaly PhD
simone.angelucci@parc
11 |Simone Angelucci omajella.it Maiella National Park Italy DVM, PhD
n.topouzidis@necca.gov
12 |NIKOS TOPOUZIDIS .8r OFYPEKA Greece Geologist
thanasissiasios@gmail.c
13 |Thanasis Siasios om University of Thessaly Greece Veterinary
Natural Environment
and Climate Change
14 |STELLA RAPTI s.rapti@necca.gov.gr Agency Greece Employee
15 |Angeliki Katsafadou agkatsaf@uth.gr University of Thessaly Greece Assistant Professor
papageleni@hotmail.co |Aristotle university of Veterinary medicine
16 |Eleni Papagianni m Thessaloniki Greece student
Mavemotiuo Em. Ka®. Moplakng
17 |MAPIA SATPA mariasatra@yahoo.com [@sooaliag EANGSa [EVETIKAC
telicioannidis@gmail.co Hander of poisoning
18 |Aristotle loannidis m Ofypeka Greece dog
University of Thessaly,
Nikoleta- nikitsotsolal5@gmail.co [Department of Public
19 |Maria Tsotsola m and One Health Greece Student
20 |Dimitrios Doukas ddoukas@vet.uth.gr UTH GR Assistant Professor
vagelistheo19@gmail.co
21 |Evangelos Theodosiadis m Callisto NGO Greece Researcher
22 |NATALIA VASILEIOU navasileiou@uth.gr UTH GREECE As. prof UTH
papadtheano@gmail.co
23 |@savw MNanadonouAou m Apaon yla tnv aypla {wn [EAAada Ktnviatpog
zoh.kriara01l@gmail.co |Mavemiotriuto
24 |Zwn Kplapd m Oeooahiag EAaSa Qoutritpla
vasilisvasileiourott@gm
25 |Vasilis Vasileiou ail.com university of thessaly EANGSa Alatpodoldyog Zwwv
University of Thessaly,
agnigermanou@gmail.c |Department of Public
26 |GERMANOU |AGNI om and one Health Greece Stundent
Student on animal
27 |Vaggelis Pachis vaggelis515@gmail.com |Uth Greece science uth




a.stagogiannis@necca.g

Administrative officer &

28 |ANTONIS STAGOGIANNIS ov.gr NECCA GREECE dog handler
University of Thessaly,
liagkadimitra@gmail.co [Department of Animal Veterinarian, PHD
29 |Dimitra Liagka m Science Greece student
AIEONEZ ZYNEAPIO -
LIFE ARCPROM
30 lioannis Dragatsikis idragatsikis@gmail.com |LIFE ARCPROM ENada "BeAtiwon Twv o
31 |efi skepetari efiskepelO@gmail.com |university of thessaly greece Agriculture
32 |ANTONIOS SYNAPALOS tsinapalos@gmail.com |AUTH Greece Phd student
Xelplotpla eL81koV
33 |AINA KAPTA e.karta@necca.gov.gr |OOYNEKA EANADAA okUAou EMAAA
g.tsalikoglou@necca.gov
34 |Georgios Tsalikoglou .8r OOYNEKA EANADAA Aacomovog
NECCA - Management
Unit of Prespa National
ch.stamatiou@necca.go |Park & Protected Areas
35 |CHRISTOS STAMATIOU v.gr of Western Macedonia |Greece Forester
Natural Environment
and Climate Change Antipoison Canine Units
36 |Dimitrios Vavylis d.vavylis@necca.gov.gr |Agency of Greece Greece Coordinator
mchoraitisideri@gmail.c
37 [Muptw Xwpaitn-216épn om - EAAGSa Qoutntpla Ktnviatpikig
38 |[Apetn Mrmevou aretree2@gmail.com NECCA GREECE GUARD
s.vasileiadis@necca.gov.
39 |SAVVAS VASILEIADIS gr Necca greece guide
communication@callist Head of Press and
40 [lason Bantios o.gr Callisto NGO Greece Communication Office
Aristotle University of Professor of Animal
41 |Alexandros |Triantafyllidis atriant@bio.auth.gr Thessaloniki Greece Population Genetics
Special teaching staff in
42 [Nikoleta Karaiskou nikolbio@bio.auth.gr AUTH Greece AUTH
43 [Anna Crimella crimella@eliante.it Maiella National Park Italy dr.
rosalbaspineto@hotmail |Parco Nazionale della Apicultrice Bear
44 |Rosalba Spineto it Maiella Italia Friendly
45 |Aleksandar  |Dutsov adutsov@wwf.bg WWF Bulgaria Bulgaria Senior Wildlife Expert
Macedonian Ecological
46 |Aleksandar |Stojanov stojanov@mes.org.mk |Society North Macedonia |Project manager
alexandar.pavlov@gmail|Macedonian Ecological
47 |Aleksandar |Pavlov .com Society North Macedonia |Wildlife Researcher
Center for
environmental research
naum@ekosvest.com.m [and information “Eko-
48 [Naum Ilieski k svest”- Skopje North Macedonia |Project coordinator
giovanna.didomenico@
49 |Giovanna Di Domenico parcomajella.it Maiella National Park Italy Wildlife biologist
AGRONOMIST-FOOD
50 |Mary Spentzou mspentzou@gmail.com [Phd Student Greece SCIENTIST
Tourist guide in
51 |PASCHALIA [SAMARA p.samara@necca.gov.gr [NECCA GREECE national parks
KONSTANTIN kostaskiriakidis81@gmai
52 |0S KIRIAKIDIS l.com NECCA GREECE Ady hunder NECCA
Environmental
Natural Environment & Scientist/ N. Pindos
53 |Athanasios Korakis a.korakis@necca.gov.gr [Climate Change Agency |Greece National Park
Elissavet elissavetntint@gmail.co
54 |Rafaela Ntintou m University of Thessaly Greece Biologist




Tourist guite in national

55 |[ELENI GOUNARI e.gounari@necca.gov.gr |[NECCA GREECE parks
TOURIST QUIDE IN
56 [VASILIKI KONIDARI e.konidari@necca.gov.gr|NECCA GREECE NATIONAL PARKS
i.dimitrakopoulos@necc
57 [loannis Dimitrakopoulos a.gov.gr Necca Greece XELPLOTNG GKUAOU
tzoulia-
58 |Tzoulia Tsalazidou maria@hotmail.com University of Thessaly Larissa Biologist
e.grigoriadou@necca.go |Natural Environmental &
59 [Elpida Grigoriadou v.gr Climate Change Agency |Greece Biologist NECCA
60 |Evi Chatzopoulou echatzop@upatras.gr University of Patras Greece Assistant Professor
Veterinarian / Assistant
61 [Antonia Touloudi atouloudi@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Greece Professor
62 |LOUKIA ARGYRIADOU fundraising@callisto.gr |CALLISTO GREECE Communication Expert
a.topalopoulou@necca.
63 [Amalia Topalopoulou gov.gr Necca Greece DE
v.margaritopoulou@nec
64 ([Vasiliki Margaritopoulou ca.gov.gr Necca Greece Viologos
65 [Stefanos Kyriakidis kyriakidis@callisto.gr NGO Callisto Greece Wildlife researcher
daniela.gentile@rewildi
66 [DANIELA GENTILE ng-apennines.com Rewilding Apennines Italy Communication officer
litsamarkopoulou75@g
67 [Antonis Dimitropoulos mail.com PRESPA TOP GREECE Agrotis
University of Thessaly,
nikitsesmeli211924@gm|Department of Public
68 [Niki Tsesmeli ail.com and One Health Greece Student
litsamarkopoulou75@g
69 |Litsa Markopoulou mail.com Prespa Top Greece Agrotisa
University of Thessaly,
xandriannou@gmail.co |Department of Public
70 |CHARIKLEIA |ANDRIANOU m and One Health Greece Student
UNIVERSITY OF
THESSALY, DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC AND ONE
71 |VASILEIA TSIMPOLI btsimpoli@gmail.com HEALTH GREECE STUDENT
NGO "CALLISTO" Wildlife
& Nature Conservation
72 |Yorgos MERTZANIS mertzanis@callisto.gr  [Society GREECE Scientific coordinator
Oases, Education &
73 [Marco Galaverni m.galaverni@wwf.it WWEF Italy Italy Activation Director
WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION
74 |[MARCO ANTONELLI M.ANTONELLI@WWEF.IT [WWF ITALY ITALY SPECIALIST
LIFE ARCPROM Project
75 [Inupidwv Wapoudog spyros@callisto.gr KAAAIZTQ ENGSa Manager
76 |Garyfallenia |Tsinopoulou gatsinop@gmail.com University of Thessaly Greece Veterinarian
vchalkiasmail@gmail.co
77 |Baocilng XaAKLag m OAUumou Botava ENGSa MNapaywyog/ Aypdtng
Faculty of Veterinary veterinarian,
ziagkas.agrovet@yahoo. |Medicine University of transhumant livestock
78 |GEORGIOS ZIAGKAS com Thessaly Greece farmer
ILEKTRA
79 |ELENI TAKA MICHAIL ilektratm@gmail.com UTH Greece Student
80 |Konstantina |Delipetrou kdelipetrou@uth.gr Uth Greece Student




Biodiversity
Conservation Lab,

81 [Maria Petridou petridoulc@gmail.com [University of loannina Greece Wildlife researcher
KONSTANTIN Forest protection
82 |0OS MANGOS magkons@yahoo.com |[NECCA THESSALY Greece specialist
FOREST SERVICE OF
nkanellopoulos@eedph [EPIRUS AND WESTERN
83 |NIKOLAOS KANELLOPOULOS m.ypen.gr MAKEDONIA GREECE FORESTER
Igabriel@eedphm.epen.
84 |LEONIDAS GAVREL gr edphm Greece Dasofilakas
TRIKALA DEVELOPMENT
85 |VAIOS KOUTIS bkoutis@kenakap.gr AGENCY - KENAKAP SA [Greece General Manager
AleVBuvon Aacwv
86 |Panagiotis Papaioannou zedorpan@gmail.com |QAwpag Greece Aacoldyog
Geniko Nosokomeio
87 |Adamos loannis adamos_john@yahoo.gr|Karditsas Greece casualty carrier
University of Thessaly,
ZINOVIA - Department of Public
88 |[ELENI KRITIKOU zkretikou@gmail.com and one Health Greece Student
89 |[Giannis Vergos i.vergos@necca.gov.gr |OQYMNEKA GREECE BloAdyog
Research and teaching
90 [MARIA ARGYROPOULOU margyrop@upatras.gr  [University of Patras ENada fellow
eleftheriatsiairi@gmail.c|Navemniotuo
91 |Apng KapBouvng om Oeocoaliog Greece Qoutntiig
eleftheriatsiairi@gmail.c|Navemniotuo
92 |EAeuBepia Touaipn om Oeooaliog Greece Qourntpla
93 |Glykeria Koutsodonti logistirio@callisto.gr Callisto Greece Financial Manager
Callisto-Enviromental
Organization for Wildlife
94 |[Eleni Kollia eleni@callisto.gr and Nature Greece Scientific Member
Callisto - Wildlife & Finance &
Nature Conservation Administration
95 |[Terpsichori |Giannakina finance@callisto.gr Society Greece Manager
96 |Aristotelis Zakkas zakaristos9@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Grecce Veterinary Student
Mavemotiuio
97 |Christos Kiritsis chriskiritsis@gmail.com |@socaliog EAAGSa Qowtntiig
g.chatzinakos@callisto.g
98 |Giorgos Chatzinakos r Callisto Greece Human Dimensions
Mavenotiuo
99 |Lampros Chiotinis lamproschi@gmail.com [Oeccaliag EAAGSa Qowtntiig
Mavenotiuo
100 |loanna Arvaniti ioarvaniti@uth.gr Oeooahiog EAAGSa Qourntpla
101 |Dimitra Sakellariou dsakellp@gmail.com Freelancer Greece Veterinarian
k.ierodiakonos@gmail.c Hiking Guide/ Dog
102 |Kleanthis lerodiakonos om Freelance Greece/ Canada Trainer
103 |Stavros Panagos info@panagosvet.gr Juvtaglouxog EANGSa Ktnviatpog
mgaona@fundacionoso
104 |Marina Gaona pardo.org Brown Bear Foundation |Spain Project Technician
mparraga@fundacionos
105 |Maria Parraga opardo.org Brown Bear Foundation |Spain Projects Coordinator
MavemotnuLo KaBnyntnig
106 |llias Anastasopoulos anastasop@uth.gr Oeooahiag EANGSa Mavemotnuiov
107 |Dimitrios Doukas doukas.vet@gmail.com |University of Thessaly EANGSa assistant professor
panagiota.michalopoulo Veterinarian
108 |Panagiota Michalopoulou u@yahoo.gr Ministry of agriculture |Greece Toxicologist
giorgostzks16@gmail.co
109 |giwrgos tzakos m student greece student




110 |Aleksander  [Trajce a.trajce@ppnea.org PPNEA Albania Executive Director
Protection and
Preservation of Natural Project Manager /
111 |Melitjan Nezaj contact@ppnea.org Environment in Albania |Albania Wildlife Biologist
University student of
112 |Evi Tourtaki evi.tourt@gmail.com University of Thessaly Greece veterinary medicine
helenmaria@outlook.co University student of
113 |Helen Kokkota m.gr University of Thessaly Greece veterinary medicine
paraskevi.gk.2001@gma
114 [Napaockeun  [lkiko il.com University of Thessaly EANGSa undergraduate
nikolaoymaria20@gmail
115 |Maria Nikolaou .com University of Thessaly Greece Student
paraskevi.gk.2001@gma
116 |Napaockeun  [lkiko il.com University of Thessaly EANGSa Student
vasilisvasileiourott@gm |TMHMA ENIZTHMHZ
117 |Vasilis Vasileiou ail.com ZQIKHZ MAPATQIrH: N.0. |Greece Student
118 [TZévn Pnyou jennyrigou@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Greece VET STUDENT
baswmanwl@outlook.c
119 |VASILIKI MANOLATOU om.gr Action for wildlife Greece Call center supporter
margaret.efstr@gmail.c
120 |Margarita Efstratiou om Action for Wild life Greece Student
Action for wildlife
121 |Effrosyni Parcharidou frosynip@gmail.com (Thessaloniki) Greece Biologist
Filmmaker
122 |Vaios Vitos vaiosvitos@gmail.com |Apdon yla thv dypla {wn [EAada photographer
Society for the
Protection of
123 |Elzbieta Kret e.kret@spbt.gr Biodiversity of Thrace Greece Field researcher
HEAD OF THE FORESTS
CHRISTODOU SERRES GREECE FOREST DIRECTORATE IN
124 |LOS KARAPANAGIOTIDIS chrisserres@gmail.com |DIRECTORATE GREECE SERRES COUNTY
Aaocapyeio
125 |Dimos Fakis fakisd@yahoo.gr Z16npoKACTPOU EMada AacoAdyog
anastasia.bakavou@eed
126 |Anastasia Mpakavou pts.ypen.gr Aocapyeio Adploag EMada Aacohdyog
m.trivourea@necca.gov.
127 |Maria Trivourea gr Necca Greece Biologist
m.trivourea@necca.gov.
128 |Maria Trivourea gr Necca Greece Biologist
Callisto - Wildlife and
Nature Conservation
129 [Dimitris Bormpoudakis bormpd@gmail.com Society Greece Researcher
130 |George-Rafail [Chatzitheodorou gxatzhs7@gmail.com University of Thessaly Greece Veterinarian student
Faculty of Veterinary
mariosvlastarides@gmai|Medicine, University of Student of Veterinary
131 |Marios Vlastaridis l.com Thessaly Greece Medicine
evinapapado@gmail.co Student of veterinary
132 |Evangelia Papadopoulou m Veterinary medicine Greece medicine
Faculty of Veterinary
panterasvag@gmail.co [Medicine, University of Student of Veterinary
133 |Evangelos Panteras m Thessaly Greece Medicine
loukasvagenas1234@g Student of veterinary
134 [LOUKAS VAGENAS mail.com University of Thessaly Greece medicine
dimitrisorfanosl@outlo Veterinary Medicine
135 [DIMITRIS ORFANOS ok.com University of Thessaly Greece Student




mariosmi2547@gmail.c [Mavemotriuio
136 |MdpLog MuanAidng om Oeooahiog Ktnviatpiky [Greece Ktnviatpikn
137 |Alexandra Tselenti alextselenti@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Greece Veterinary student
mariosmi2547@gmail.c [Mavemotriuo
138 |MdpLog MuanAidng om Oeooahiog Ktnviatpiky [Greece Ktnviatpikn
Student of veterinary
139 |Avaotdolog  |AsAnmavayuwtng tasosdel51@gmail.com |UTH Greece medicine
Faculty of Veterinary
Science, University of
140 |Sotiris Lympereas sotirislimp@gmail.com |Thessaly Greece Veterinary Student
georgeabdou30@gmail. |Faculty Of Veterinary
141 |Mwpyog Aurvtou com Medicine Cyprus Student
142 [Dimitris Tsimplinas tsimplinas@yahoo.gr - Greece Anpootog YrdAAnAog
arispapad9@hotmail.co
143 |Aristeidis Papadopoulos m - Greece Anpoctog urtdAnAog
144 |Zoi Ftika zoiftika@eedpts.ypen.gr |Aacapyeio Adploag EAANADAA Aacoloyog
Callisto - Wildlife and
Nature conservation Biologist, PhD /
145 |Maria Psaralexi maria@callisto.gr society ENada Researcher
stamangie@hotmail.co
146 |Angeliki Stamatonikolou m - Greece Student
Konstantia Veterinary medicine
147 |Eleni Nasioka konasiok@gmail.com University of Thessaly Greece student
148 [Milia Masoura mhmasoura@gmail.com [University of Thessaly Greece Veterinary student
dinamaria214@gmail.co
149 [Konstantina [Platsatoura m University of Thessaly Greece Veterinary student
University student of
150 [MARIA ELENI [TANTAROU tantaroume@gmail.com |University of thessaly Greece veterinary medicine
beramagaliou@gmail.co Student of vetenary
151 |Vera Magaliou m University of Thessaly Greece medicine
152 |Xeni Dimogli xenoulal23@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Salamina Vet student
153 |Eleni Gkika elenagkO5@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Greece Vet student
panagiotis381mp@gmai Student of Veterinary
154 |Panagiotis Barkas l.com University of Thessaly Greece Medicine
andromahil@icloud.co
155 [Andromahi  [Gioldasi m University of Thessaly Greece Student
charafarekzi@gmail.co
156 |Haris Farekzi m University of Thessaly EMada Veterinary student
Mavenotiuo
157 |Xpuoa Kapdmarna ckarapapa@gmail.com |@socahiog EAAGSa Qourntpla
University student of
158 |Paraskevi Zoi [Tourtaki evi.tourt@gmail.com University of Thessaly Greece veterinary medicine
helenmaria@outlook.co University student of
159 [Helen Kokkota m.gr University of Thessaly Greece veterinary medicine
marigoulach@icloud.co doLtnTpLa KTNVLATPLKNG
160 |Maria Christodoulou m University of Thessaly Cyprus oto Mo
depanagiotou.uth@gma
161 |Despina Panayiotou il.com University of Thessaly Cyprus Student
nikosvasilakis13@gmail.
162 |[NIKOLAOS VASILAKIS com University of Thessaly Greece VETERINARY STUDENT
163 |Themis Gravanis themis.grs@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Greece Vet Med Student




Veterinary medicine

164 |Theofanis Svets fanissvets@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Greece student
stamos.mastrodimas@g Veterinary Medicine
165 |Stamatis Mastrodimas mail.com University of Thessaly Greece Student
giannistastso@yahoo.co Veterinary Medicine
166 [IOANNIS TASTSOGLOU m University of Thessaly Greece Student
Veterinary Medicine
167 |Spyros Bointas spbointas@gmail.com |University of Thessaly Greece Student
stratosparalis@gmail.co Veterinary Medicine
168 |Efstratios Paralis m University of Thessaly Greece student
rodoulabelliou4@gmail. Student of Veterinary
169 [PodouAa BéAALov com Vet UTH Greece Medicine
maria.rafailia.ath@gmai Student of veterinary
170 |Maria-Rafailia [Athanatou l.com University of Thessaly Greece medicine
nikolettakoulampa@gm ([Veterinary medicine Veterinary medicine
171 |Nikoleta Koulampa ail.com university of Thessaly Greece student
AIKATERINI katrinailiadi@yahoo.co |UNIVERSITY OF
172 |ANGELINA ILIADI m THESSALY GREECE VETERINARY STUDENT
stavrinamentzaridi@gm
173 |[STAVROULA [MENTZARIDI ail.com University of Thessaly Greece Vet student
174 |Anastasia Leventaki anlev04@gmail.com University of Thessaly Greece Vet student
rfletcher1676 @gmail.co
175 |Robert Fletcher m Wageningen University |Netherlands Professor
Bulgarian Academy of
176 |Svetoslava Toncheva svetahet@abv.bg Sciences Bulgaria Associate professor
vagelistheo19@gmail.co
177 |Evangelos Theodosiadis m Callisto NGO Greece Wildlife Researcher
mitrogogou_eleni@hot Student of Veterinary
178 |Eleni Mitrogogou mail.com University of Thessaly Greece Medicine
moutsopoulouioli@gmai
179 |loli Moutsopoulou l.com University of Thessaly Greece Veterinary Student
Smaragda zeniapapadakou23@gm Veterinary Medicine
180 |Evangelia Papadakou ail.com University of Thessaly Greece Student
181 |Evita Angeli aggelievita@gmail.com |Vissinokipos Greece Educator- puppeteer
mariavasileiou245@gm
182 [MAPIA BAZIAEIOY NIKAKH ail.com University of Thessaly Larissa Biochemistry student
c.gerothanasiou@gmail.
183 |2uvBla lepobavaciou com Uowm Greece Artist
annita.koutsonanou@g annita.koutsonanou@g
184 |Avvita Koutoovavou mail.com Uowm Greece mail.com
185 |Vasilis Poulios vpoulios81@gmail.com [N/A Greece Account Manager
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ANAKOINQOYH AIEZEATOTHY YYNEAPIOY

To épyo “LIFE ARCPROM: Improving the human-bear coexistence in 4 national parks
of South Europe”, To omoio vAomoleital pe ™ ovppetoxn s KaAAotw, tov 0.9Y.ILE.K.A., Tov
[Tavemompiov Oecoariag, tov Mavemotnuiov Avtikng Makedoviag, kaBws kat Twv Maiella
National Park kot W.W.F. ItaAlag, odokAnpwvetat petd and mévte (5) xpovia Spdoewv. Méoa amo
TIG SpaAcTNPLOTNTES TOU, TO £py0 OTOXELGE GTNV evioxvorn ™G cuviTapPENG avBpwToL Kol
apkovdag oe tpia EBvikd IMapka g EAAGSag (Bopelag Iivoov, Mpeomwv kat Opocelpdg Podommng)
Kot o€ éva g Itadiag (Maiella).

Q¢ eMOTEYAOUA TWV TPWTOBOVALWV TOU £XOUHE AVOAGBEL, €YOUPE TN XOpPA va
AVOKOWVWOOUE T Ste€aywyr) Tov 81eBvols TeAkol cuvedpiov Tov £pyou, Tov Ba A&fBel xwpa ot
Adploa amd 1§ 25 €wg Tig 27 PeBpovapiov 2025.

To ouvéSplo otoyeveL:

= XV mapovciaon Twv amoteAeoudTwy Tov épyou LIFE ARCPROM.

= ¥ Snuovpyila SaAdyov petafld  emoTMUOvVwy, @opéwv  Slayelplong Kol
EUTIAEKOUEV®V KOLVOTITWV YLX T1 GLVUTIAPEN avOp@OTTou Kot apkovdag.

= 2 SIKTUWON UE ETMOTIHOVES KAL EL8IKOVGS AT AAAEG XWPES KL TIPOYPAUUATA.

[IpookaAoUpe OAOVG TOUG EVSIAPEPOUEVOUG POPEIS VA TAPAKOAOLONOOUV KAl Vo

OUUUETACYOVV OTIG OUINTNOELS KAl TIG SpATELS TOU ouveSpiov.

[leptoodtepes TANPOPOpPIeS yia To TIPOYypauua kar tnyv eyypan) sivat Stabéoiues otnv

totooerida tov épyov https://lifearcprom.uowm.gr.
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V' a &)

CALLISTO WWF



LIFE ARCPROM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
February 25-26-27, 2025
Larissa, Greece

In the context of LIFE PROJECT ARCPROM
“Improving human-bear coexistence in 4 National Parks of South Europe”

Final Conference:
Outcomes of the LIFE ARCPROM Project
Advancing Knowledge and Practices for Human-Bear Coexistence
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LIFE ARCPROM International Conference

Title
Outcomes of the LIFE ARCPROM Project - Advancing Knowledge and Practices
for Human-Bear Coexistence

When / Where

FEBRUARY 25-26-27, 2025
Larissa, Thessaly, GREECE

Venues

1) Faculty of Medicine, School of Health Sciences, University of Thessaly
The Conference will commence from the premises of the University of Thessaly in
the city of Larissa. In particular, the Auditorium Hippocrates of the Faculty of
Medicine will be used on the first day of the conference, where the welcome
speeches and other formal events will take place.

The Faculty of Medicine is located at the new buildings of the University Campus,
in Viopolis, Mezourlo, Larissa.

ADDRESS

3, Panepistimiou Str.

Viopolis, 41500, Larissa

tel. 0030 2410 685745
https://maps.app.goo.gl/RGp2vwxGP7QMvxtv9

2) JOIST Innovation Park
The main events of the conference will take place in the biggest Innovation Park

in Southeast Europe. JOIST Innovation Park, located in Larissa, Greece, is a large-
scale, inclusive innovation hub designed to promote entrepreneurship,
technology, science, art, and design. Within its 1,800 square meters, it provides
spaces for co-working, exhibitions, networking, and training, making it a versatile
environment for learning and innovation.

Official Website: https://joistpark.eu/

ADDRESS

Valtetsiou & Tripoleos Str.

41336, Larissa

tel. 0030 2410 234422

email: info@joistpark.eu
https://maps.app.goo.gl/oVrzg]tY8aRdAPrb9

3) Field visit
Trikala-Meteora area, Thessaly, Greece.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/oVrzgJtY8aRdAPrb9

Thematic Areas

The Conference will provide a comprehensive overview of the status of
Brown Bear population in Italy and Greece, presented by leading experts in the
field.

In addition, the achievements of the LIFE ARCPROM project will be
highlighted, showcasing its success in conservation and monitoring initiatives.

Furthermore, the event aims to serve as a platform for scientists, public
institutions, and non-profit organizations actively engaged in the conservation of
large carnivores and the promotion of their coexistence with humans in Southern
Europe. By fostering dialogue and collaboration among diverse stakeholders, the
conference seeks to strengthen collective efforts in addressing the challenges and
opportunities associated with wildlife conservation in the region.

Key thematic areas to be addressed include:

Human-Bear Coexistence

Wildlife Conservation and Biodiversity

Genetics in Wildlife Conservation

Sustainable Development through wildlife-friendly products and services
Emerging Wildlife Threats

X/
X4

L)

R/ X/ X/ R/
R X X R X 4

The event will feature parallel sessions, facilitating engagement among
specialized scientific groups to exchange knowledge, share best practices, and
explore potential collaborations.

These sessions aim to strengthen interdisciplinary cooperation and foster
synergies across various fields of expertise.

Invited Speakers

1 Robert Fletcher, Environmental anthropologist, Professor, Wageningen
University, The Netherlands// Convivial Conservation, environmental policy,
non-state forms of governance

2 Svetoslava Toncheva, Associate Professor, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
(BAS), Institute for Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic
Museum//Human-wildlife conflicts/coexistence, multispecies ethnography,
convivial conservation, large carnivores

3 Claudio Groff, Coordinator of the Large Carnivores Division, Wildlife
Department of the Autonomous Province of Trento, Italy - LCIE (Large
Carnivore Initiative for Europe)/ European Brown Bear Expert Team, Bear
Specialist Group of the IUCN/ Human-Bear Conflicts Expert Team, Bear
Specialist Group of the [UCN

4 Aleksandar Dutsov, Biologist, Researcher, WWF Bulgaria, Bulgaria// Large
Carnivores-Bear Specialist

5 Aleksander Trajce, Dr, Biologist, Director, PPNEA (Protection and
Preservation of Natural Environment in Albania), Member of the LCIE - CG,
Albania// Ecology - conservation of European large carnivores

6 Aleksandar Pavlov, Biologist, Researcher, Macedonian Ecological Society

(MES), North Macedonia // Wildlife conservation and protection



Provisional Agenda - Synopsis

**PLEASE SEE THE FILE “PROVISIONAL PROGRAM” FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION **

Tuesday, Feb 25, 2025

MORNING SESSIONS JOIST INNOVATION PARK
» Genetics in Wildlife Conservation
» Sustainable Development through wildlife-friendly products and services

AFTERNOON SESSIONS JOIST INNOVATION PARK
» Veterinary Forensics & Necropsy Procedures
» Workshop: Marketing Strategies for Bear-Friendly Products
FACULTY OF MEDICINE, UTH
» Opening Ceremony
» WELCOME DINNER

Wednesday, Feb 26,2025
MORNING SESSIONS JOIST INNOVATION PARK
» LIFE ARCPROM PROJECT OUTCOMES
» Brief Overview of Ongoing Initiatives for the Conservation of Bear
Populations in Southern Europe

AFTERNOON SESSIONS JOIST INNOVATION PARK
» Workshop: Human Dimensions of Environmental Management
» Environmental Education and Wildlife Protection and Conservation
» Deployment of Working Dogs in the Detection and Deterrence of
Environmental Crimes
» Traditional and Innovative Practices to Mitigate Large Predator Presence
in Areas of Human Activity

Thursday, Feb 27, 2025

FIELD VISIT
Trikala - Meteora Area
In case of inclement weather conditions, alternative visits will be scheduled

Parallel Events

“Human-Bear Coexistence” installation

by the Department of Fine and Applied Arts, School of Fine Arts, University of
Western Macedonia (EETF)

“Bear-Friendly Products” Exhibition



CONFERENCE

PROGRANNE




WELCONE TO
OUR CONFERENCE

LIFE ARCPROM project

“Improving human-bear coexistence in 4
national parks of South Europe**

is implemented by Callisto, Maiella National Park,
Natural Environment & Climate Change Agency,

University of Thessaly, University of VWestern
Macedonia, and VWWVF ltaly.

Project LIFEI8 NAT/GR/000768 - LIFE ARCPROM is
co-financed by the LIFE Programme of the European
Union, the Green Fund, and the Project Benéficiaries.



Aleksandar Dutsov

Biologist, Researcher, WWF Bulgaria
Bulgaria

Robert Fletcher

Environmental anthropologist,
Professor,

Department of Social Sciences,
Wageningen University and Research

The Netherlands

Claudio Groff

Coordinator of the Large Carnivores
Division, Wildlife Department of the
Autonomous Province of Trento

[taly

Member of LCIE, IUCN Bear Specialist
Group (European Brown Bear Expert Team
& Human-Bear Conflicts Expert Team)

Aleksandar Paviov

Biologist, Researcher, Macedonian
Ecological Society (MES)

North Macedonia

Svetoslava Toncheva

Associate Professor, Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences (BAS), Institute
for Ethnology and Folklore Studies
with Ethnographic Museum

Bulgaria

Alexander Trajce

Anthropologist, Director, PPNEA
(Protection and Preservation of

Natural Environment in Albania)
Albania

Member of LCIE, IUCN Bear Specialist
Group and Human-Wildlife Conflict and
Coexistence Specialist Group


https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Macedonian_Ecological_Society?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InByb2ZpbGUiLCJwYWdlIjoicHJvZmlsZSJ9fQ

08:30-09:30 JOIST FOYER
REGISTRATIONS/ WELCOME COFFEE

DAY 1

SESSION | 10:00-12:00

Bear Friendly Scheme Beneficiaries; Member

Networking, Collaboration Opportunities & Label
Implementation Challenges, Coordination: Dimitris
Chatzopoulos, UTH/Giovanna Di Domenico, MNP

12:00-12:15 JOIST FOYER
COFFEE BREAK

SESSION 3 12:15-13:15

The Bear Friendly labelling strategy within the
Project and the entrepreneur's challenges
12:15-12:35 The establishment and implementation of the
"RESPECT" label for wildlife and biodiversity conservation in
Greece, Mary Spentzou, UTH

12:35-12:55 The Bear Friendly label in the Maiella National
Park: a tool to promote coexistence and preserve the
ecosystem, Giovanna Di Domenico, MNP
12:55-13:15 Experience of the Bear
implementation, Label Beneficiaries

Friendly label

TUESDAY, 25-02-2025

SESSION 2 10:00-12:00
Monitoring Population Structure and Conservation Management
of Brown Bears in Europe, Coordination: Maria Satra, UTH

10:00-10:15 Evaluation of Brown Bear population status in the three national
parks in Greece using IR cameras,Yorgos Mertzanis/Stefanos Kyriakidis, Callisto
10:15-10:45 Genetic Analysis of Brown Bears in three national parks of Greece:
Insights from the LIFE ARCPROM Project, Tzoulia Tsalazidou, UTH

10:45-11:00: Bear presence monitoring in the Maiella National Park, Central Italy,
Antonio Antonucci, MNP

[ 1:00-11:15 Genetic analysis of Apennine Brown Bear, Italian Institute for
Environmental Protection and Research (ISPRA)

I 1:15-11:45 Identification of sectors with high risk of Bear-Human conflicts,
Yorgos Mertzanis, Callisto and Hein Van Gils, MNP

| 1:45-12:00 Discussion

SESSION 4 12:15-13:15

Genetic Tools for Biodiversity Conservation: From DNA Barcoding
to Wildlife Studies

12:15-12:45 Building GrBOL, the Greek Barcoding Node for the conservation of
our biodiversity, Alexandros Triantafyllidis, AUTH

12:45-13:15 Non-invasive genetic studies of large carnivores in Greece, Nikoleta
Karaiskou,AUTH

JOIST INNOVATION PARK. LARISIA
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13:15-14:00 Tribute Ceremony
Honoring the Contributions of Emeritus 2
Professor K. Triantafyllidis to Genetics U

Charalambos  Billinis, DVM, Dipl. [
ECZM (Wildlife Population Health) - T
Rector UTH C!

>

Acceptance Speech, Konstantinos

Triantafyllidis, Emeritus Prof. AUTH C o
€ 4 o 0 .
Konstantinos Triantafyllidis Genetic  Editing of Animal |
Emeritus Professor of Genetics Genomes for Agricu[ture and
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki Biomedicine’

Greece

YOI OVABRUNAEA RS RIDD

]



TUESDAY, 25-02-2025

14:00-14:30 JOIST FOYER
NETWORKING LUNCH BREAK

SESSION 3 (continued) ROUND TABLE 14:30-16:30

14:30-14:45: The promotion of the Bear Friendly label Veterinar.y Forensics & Necropsy Procc?dures
in the Maiella National Park. Present and future for Identifying Attacks by Large Carnivores,
perspectives, Giovanna Di Domenico, MNP Coordination: Elpida Grigoriadou, NECCA

14:30-14:50 Necropsy findings on domestic prey of large

WORKSHOP 14:45-16:30 carnivores. From insight into predator/prey interaction to

Marketing and Communication Strategies addressing for coexistence, Simone Angelucci, MNP
for promoting wildlife-friendly products and

services, Evi Chatzopoulou, Maria Argyropoulou, 15:00-15:20  Investigating  wildlife  crimes:  The
UoP fundamentals of forensic necropsy and the legislative
challenges in Greece, Dimitrios Doukas, UTH

15:30-15:50 Investigating wildlife crimes: Confirmation of
poisoning in wildlife through analytical toxicological
analyses/ most common active substances detected in
Greece, Panagiota Michalopoulou, Ministry of Rural
Development and Food of Greece

JOIST INNOVATION PARK. LARISIA
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DAY 1
TUESDAY, 25-02-2025

OPENING
CEREMONY
18:30-20:00 CONFERENCE OPENING CEREMONY

18:30-18:40 Welcome Speech, Charalambos Billinis, Rector of
the University of Thessaly

WELCOME 18:40-19:00 Welcome-Opening remarks, Official Representatives
DINNER . - .

19:00-19:20 Presentation of the objectives, efforts to achieve

20:00-20:30 them and achievements of the LIFE ARCPROM Project,

Spyros Psaroudas/CALLISTO, Project Manager

19:30-20:00 Screening of the LIFE ARCPROM Documentary,

UNIVERSITY OF THESSALY VIDEO
SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES
FACULTY OF MEDICINE

AMFITHEATRE HIPPOCRATES



WEDNESDAY, 26-02-2025

SESSION 5 09:15-11:30

Mitigating bear-human interference: Project activities, issues encountered, and solutions given

09:15-09:30
Dimitris Chatzopoulos, UTH

09:30-10:00
Yorgos Mertzanis, Callisto

> % O Q p»

10:00-10:30
Giovanna Di Domenico, MNP

10:30-11:00
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Elpida Grigoriadou, NECCA/ Yorgos Mertzanis, Callisto
| 1:00-11:30

Giovanna Di Domenico, MNP

JOIST INNOVATION PARK, LARISSA
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WEDNESDAY, 26-02-2025

KEYNOTE SPEECH 11:45-12:05
Challenges and implications of brown bear management and conservation in Trentino — Italy
Claudio Groff,Wildlife Dep. of Trento

KEYNOTE SPEECHES - ROUND TABLE 12:05-14:00
Coordination:Yorgos Mertzanis, Spyros Psaroudas, Callisto

Brief Overview of Ongoing Initiatives for the Conservation of Bear Populations in Southern Europe
12:05-12:20: Challenges for bear conservation in Bulgaria, Aleksandar Dutsov, WWF Bulgaria

12:20-12:35: Brown bears in Albania: insights from ecological and social research, Alexander Trajce, PPNEA

12:35-12:50: The Current Status of the Brown Bear in North Macedonia, Aleksandar Pavlov, MES

12:50-13:00: Discussion

13:00-13:15: Apennine brown bear status and the role of the Maiella National Park in its conservation, Antonio Antonucci, MNP
|3:15-13:25 The experience of Bear Smart Communities in the Central Apennines, Italy - Towards a culture of coexistence,
Daniela Gentile, Rewilding Apennines

| 3:25-13:40 Bear Conservation Projects in Spain, Maria Paragga, Fundacion Oso Pardo

| 3:45—14:00: Establishment of a Network of organizations and experts working on Conservation of
Large Carnivores in Southern Europe, Callisto & associates, and LIFE projects beneficiaries

14:00-14:30 JOIST FOYER

JO'ST 'NNO‘)AT'ON PARK NETWORKING LUNCH BREAK



WEDNESDAY, 26-02-2025

WORKSHOP 14:30-16:30

Human Dimensions of Environmental Management
14:30-14:50: Human dimensions in large carnivore conservation and
management: From the “knowledge-deficit” model to participatory
processes, Tasos Hovardas, Callisto

14:50-15:05: Lessons learned from participatory processes in LIFE
ARCPROM: Implications for stakeholder engagement in large
carnivore conservation and management, Georgios Chatzinakos,
Callisto

1 5:05-15:20: Small-technologies, social innovation, and human-wildlife
coexistence in rural Greece, Dimitrios Bormpoudakis, Callisto
15:20-15:35: Stakeholder involvement in the Maiella National Park
during the LIFE ARCPROM: methods, highlights and results, Anna
Crimella, MNP

15:35-15:50 Human - large carnivores' coexistence: the context
matters! Differences between Alps and Apennines in Italy, Anna
Crimella, MNP

15:50-16:10 Methods and tools for participatory processes in large
carnivore conservation and management, Callisto HD Group
16:10-16:30 Emerging tools and technologies at the wildlife-livestock
interface, Callisto HD Group

SESSION 6 14:30-16:30
Working Dogs in Wildlife Management and
Protection

14:30-14:50: Detection Dogs as a Tool Against Poisoned
Baits: A Review of the First Units in Greece, Victoria
Saravia-Mullin, Hellenic Ornithological Society
14:50- 15:10: Dogs battling the crime of poison baits in
Greece: Results of the Antipoison Canine Units (A.C.U.) of
the Natural Environment and Climate Change Agency
(N.E.C.C.A.), Dimitris Vavylis, ACU Coordinator, NECCA
15:10-15:30: Working dogs and bear management: The
formation of the pilot KBD unit in Greece. Lessons learned
and future prospects, Athanasios Korakis, NECCA
15:30-15:50: Dog skills for biodiversity conservation, Ela
Kret, Society for the Protection of Biodiversity of
Thrace
15:50-16:10: Livestock Guardian Dogs; Establishment and
operation of a high-performance LGDs network under Life
ARCPROM project, Alexios Giannakopoulos, UTH
16:30-16:45 JOIST FOYER
COFFEE BREAK

JOIST INNOVATION PARK. LARISIA
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WEDNESDAY, 26-02-2025

SESSION 7 16:45-18:30
Environmental Education as a Framework for Wildlife Protection and Conservation / Volunteering
and Awareness Raising Activities

16:45-17:00: Teaching approaches in effective environmental culture and awareness through art, Evita Aggeli, LBSC
associate

17:00-17:15: On the Paths of Coexistence: Environmental paths for the coexistence of human and bears, Effie
Gelastopoulou/ Loukia Argiriadou, Callisto

|7:15-17:30: Communication and awareness raising as tools for the conservation of large carnivores: the role of WWF.
Italy, Marco Antonelli, WWVF ltaly

1'7:30-17:45: Volunteering for wildlife protection: Tackling the illegal use of poison baits, Effie Gelastopoulou/ Maria
Psaralexi, Callisto

| 7:45 - 18:00: Mobilisation of volunteers for communication and conservation activities in the Maiella National Park,
Marco Antonelli, WWVF ltaly

18:00-18:15:Towards an Ecological Dimension of Visual Identity: The Contribution of the School of Fine Arts of Florina,
Yannis Ziogas/ Sofia Papadopoulou/ Cynthia Gerothanasiou / Annita Koutsonanou, UoWM

KEYNOTE SPEECH 18:30-19:15
Cultivating Conviviality in Human-Wildlife Relations: Challenges and Opportunities
Robert Fletcher, WUR & Svetoslava Toncheva, BAS

JOIST INNOVATION PARK. LARISIA
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A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO OUR SPEAKRERS

Aggeli Evita, Educator-Puppeteer, LBSC associate

Angelucci Simone, DVM, MNP

Antonelli Marco,Wildlife Conservation Specialist, WWVF ltaly
Antonucci Antonio, PhD, Zoologist, MNP

Argiriadou Loukia, Communication Expert, Callisto
Argyropoulou Maria, Teaching Staff, Dep.Touristic Studies, UoP
Billinis Charalambos, DVM, Dipl. ECZM (Wildlife Population
Health), Rector UTH
Bormpoudakis Dimitrios,
Callisto

Chatzinakos Georgios, PhD, Human Geographer, Callisto
Chatzopoulos Dimitrios, DVM, Assistant Professor, UTH
Chatzopoulou Evi,Assistant Professor in Marketing, UoP
Crimella Anna, Environmental Scientist, MNP

Di Domenico Giovanna, PhD,Wildlife Biologist, MNP

Doukas Dimitrios, DVM, Assistant Professor, UTH

Galaverni Marco, PhD, Oases, Education & Activation Director
Gelastopoulou  Effie, Social Worker specializing in
Environmental Education, Callisto

Gentile Daniela, Communications Officer, Rewilding Apennines
Gerothanasiou Cynthia, Special Teaching Staff, UoWM
Giannakopoulos Alexios, Forester, LGDs Expert,
Teaching Staff, UTH

PhD, Biodiversity Management,

Special

20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Grigoriadou Elpida, Biologist, NECCA

Hovardas Tasos, PhD, Human Dimensions Expert in large carnivore
conservation and management, Callisto

Karaiskou Nikoleta, Biologist, Assistant Professor, AUTH

Korakis Athanasios, Environmental Scientist, NECCA

Koutsonanou Annita, Adjunct Professor, UOWM

Kret Elzbieta, Environmental Scientist, Society for the Protection of
Biodiversity of Thrace

Kyriakidis Stefanos, Forester, Callisto

Mertzanis Yorgos, PhD, Biologist, Callisto

Michalopoulou Panagiota, DVM, Ministry of Rural Development and Food
of Greece

Papadopoulou Sofia, Assistant Professor, UOWM

Paragga Maria, Fundacion Oso Pardo, Asturias, Spain

Psaralexi Maria, PhD, Biologist, Callisto

Psaroudas Spyros, LIFE ARCPROM Project Manager

Saravia-Mullin Victoria, Hellenic Ornithological Society

Satra Maria, Biologist, Assistant Professor, UTH

Spentzou Mary, Agronomist-Food Scientist, UTH

Triantafyllidis Alexandros, Biologist, Professor, AUTH

Tsalazidou-Founta Tzoulia-Maria, Biologist, UTH

Vavylis Dimitris, Biologist, ACU Coordinator, NECCA

Ziogas Yannis, Professor, UoVWM



DAY 1-2 25-26.02.2025

Human-Bear Coexistence Exhibition
Curated by UOWM Creative Team

Yannis Ziogas, Sofia Papadopoulou, Cynthia
Gerothanasiou, Annita Koutsonanou

Department of Fine and Applied Arts, School of Fine
Arts, University of Western Macedonia (UoWM)

Bear-Friendly Products Exhibition

JOIST INNOVATION Laboratory of Microbiology and Parasitology, Faculty of
PARK, LARISSA Veterinary Medicine, University of Thessaly (UTH)




DAY 3 THURSDAY, 27-02-2025
FIELD TRIP

TRIKALA - METEORA AREA,
REGION OF THESSALY

O Visit to sites where actions supporting the
human-bear coexistence are implemented

Q Brief field demonstration of NECCA'’s Dogs
Operational Skills: Antipoison Dog Units &
Karelian Bear Dogs

08:30......... Start of the Field Visit
09:00-14:00..........000e..... Sites visit
14:00-14:30................. Light lunch

14:30-17:00 ...Continuation of the
sites visit and return to Larissa

DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON



ANNEX VI — CONFERENCE PHOTOS

































ANNEX VII:

Presentations

During the Conference, the results of the LIFE ARCPROM project were presented in detail, and a
productive dialogue took place, facilitating the exchange of knowledge and experiences from
various European regions. The discussions focused on best practices that promote human-bear
coexistence.

The official opening ceremony of the International Conference took place on Tuesday, February 25,
2025, at the Hippocrates Auditorium on the premises of the School of Health Sciences at the
University of Thessaly in Larissa. The Director of the Environmental Organization Callisto and
project manager of LIFE ARCPROM, Spyros Psaroudas, provided a precise overview of the project’s
objectives, scope, and results, while viewing the documentary produced as part of the LIFE
ARCPROM initiative was the highlight of the event.

The next day, the conference proceedings, roundtables, and workshops began, during which many
presentations were made. Due to the large size of the respective files, we uploaded them to the
project website, in PDF format, in four parts:

1t Part: https://lifearcporom.uowm.gr/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PRESENTATIONS-part-1.pdf
2" Part: https://lifearcorom.uowm.gr/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PRESENTATIONS-part-2.pdf
3 Part: https://lifearcorom.uowm.gr/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PRESENTATIONS-part-3.pdf
4t Part: https://lifearcprom.uowm.gr/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PRESENTATIONS-part-4.pdf




ANNEX VIII:

Memorandum of Understanding (Network)

A special workshop was organized for participants from neighbouring countries on the second day
of the Conference, Wednesday, February 26, to facilitate the transfer of best practices and lessons
learned from the project's implementation. The workshop included a roundtable with speakers
from Albania, North Macedonia, and Bulgaria, with additional contributions from Italy and Spain.

The main goal was to strengthen transboundary cooperation among public authorities,
institutions, and NGOs on issues related to human-bear coexistence in shared areas.

The workshop concluded with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding to establish a
network of organizations and experts focused on the conservation of large carnivores in Southern
Europe.



Memorandum of Understanding

On the establishment of a Network of organisations and experts working on the
Conservation of Large Carnivores in Southern Europe

Preamble

The International Conference of the European project LIFE ARCPROM was successfully
held in the last week of February, 2025 (25-27/2) in the city of Larissa. A total of 185
scientists, representatives of environmental organisations, universities, and institutions
from Greece, ltaly, Spain, Albania, North Macedonia, and Bulgaria participated in the
conference.

On Wednesday, 26 February, a special workshop organised by CALLISTO in the context
of the LIFE ARCPOM International Conference “on the Establishment of a Network of
organizations and experts working on Conservation of Large Carnivores in Southern
Europe”.

The main objective of the workshop was the exchange of knowledge and the transfer of
experience, as well as good practices and lessons learned during the implementation of
the LIFE ARCPROM project in Greece and Italy. Another objective was the establishment
or strengthening of transboundary cooperation between public authorities, institutions,
and NGOs on issues related to the bear-human coexistence in transboundary areas.

The Conference Organising Team decided to broaden the audience of this workshop to
include participants from other countries in Southern Europe, who present situations
that differ from country to country, but also cases that are similar to each other.

A brief overview of current projects and initiatives for the conservation of brown bear
populations in Southern Europe preceded the discussion on networking. Participants
also had the opportunity to attend other sessions of the Conference, in which the actions
of the LIFE ARCPROM project were presented, issues addressed to practically improve
the conditions of coexistence between humans and bears, the problems that were
encountered, the solutions that were provided, the lessons learned and the experiences
gained in the project areas, in four National Parks in Greece and Italy.

The participants of the workshop found it helpful to establish a Network of organisations
and experts working on the Conservation of Large Carnivores in Southern Europe. They
agreed to sign this Memorandum by sending an e-mail to the organisers of the workshop,
confirming that they agree to the following:



Article 1 — Purpose

The establishment of a Network of organisations and experts working on the
Conservation of Large Carnivores could be a useful tool to improve conditions of
coexistence between humans and bears in Southern Europe.

Organizations and individual experts working in the field of population and habitat
conservation of the brown bear in Southern Europe can participate in the Network. These
include specialized Non-Governmental Organizations, competent authorities,
universities, research institutes, bodies and agencies managing protected areas, local
government organizations, development companies, representatives of stakeholders, as
well as individuals with studies and proven experience in the conservation of brown bears
and efforts to improve the coexistence conditions between humans and large carnivores.

The Network operates as a forum for exchanging knowledge and experience, transferring
good practices, and engaging in dialogue on issues concerning its participants. It also
functions as an informal body of cooperation, without being a legal entity, which
encourages the development of collaborations among its members/nodes. It does not
bind or represent its members to third parties and is nhot bound or represented by one or
more of its members.

Article 2 — Geography

According to current knowledge, the population size of the brown bear in South Europe is
currently estimated to be around 5.000 specimens and it inhabits thirteen
countries/regions in South Europe, including Spain, France, Italy, Slovenia, Croatia,
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Albania, Serbia, Kosovo*, Greece,
and Bulgaria. Compared to the population size of the whole of Europe, it represents
around 25% of the total bear population on the continent.

Article 3 — Standards

The co-signatories will work to improve conservation and management of brown bears in
Southern Europe in accordance with the Guidelines for Population Level Management
Plans, elaborated by the Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe and endorsed by the
European Commission as best practice.

To ensure a meaningful and participatory management approach, the co-signatories
agree to support the identification and involvement of relevant stakeholder groups such
as competent agencies, local and regional authorities, protected areas management
bodies or agencies, hunting associations, etc., in the process.

* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.



Management plans and conservation actions shall be developed on the basis of
stakeholder involvement, the most recent available data, and best practices. They shall
be subject to regular updates.

However, signing this MoU won’t commit the participants, or the organisations they are
affiliated with, to make a certain financial contribution.

Article 4 — Shared Responsibilities

The co-signatories agree to continue working together according to the responsibilities
outlined below to achieve the shared goal. Annual meetings of the Parties will be held to
update one another on progress.

Within 60 days from the signature of this MoU, the co-sighatories shall establish a
Coordination Group, which will adopt internal rules of procedure that will regulate its
operation and work. Additional experts might be invited upon agreement.

The Coordination Group will meet every six months to ensure knowledge exchange and
good communication between the members of the Network. The Coordination Group will
also try to organize in-person meetings of its members. To this end, an effort will be made
to organize workshops or side events in the framework of international conferences
organized by third parties, including beneficiaries of LIFE projects, Regional Platforms for
Coexistence between People and Large Carnivores, scientific conferences, and other
events.

Article 5 — Final disposition

This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into effect on the date of the last signing.

Each member will be entitled to terminate this Memorandum of Understanding at any
time by notifying the other members in writing. In this case, this Memorandum of
Understanding shall be terminated within 3 (three) months after the date of receipt of the
notification.

The termination of this Memorandum of Understanding will not affect the validity and
implementation of the projects and activities agreed upon according to the Memorandum
of Understanding and initiated before its termination, until their completion, unless the
Participants agree otherwise.

The MoU will remain valid for three (3) years and will automatically be extended for further
periods of three (3) years unless one of the members notifies the other in writing of their
intention to terminate the MOU six months in advance.

Participants in the Larissa workshop who signed the agreement:



Name - Position or expertise / . Signing date
L. E-mail address .
Surname Affiliation (by e-mail)
Spyros General Coordinator / .
spyros@callisto.gr 20/06/2025
Psaroudas CALLISTO, Greece
Charalambos | Rector/ University of o .
o chillinis@gmail.com 20/06/2025
Billinis Thessaly
Dimitris University of Thessaly, .
vetdchatzop@gmail.com 20/06/2025
Chatzopoulos | Greece
Elpida S
L NECCA, Greece e.grigoriadou@necca.gov.gr | 24/06/2025
Grigoriadou
Director / TRIKALA
Vaios Koutis DEVELOPMENT AGENCY - bkoutis@kenakap.gr 23/06/2025
KENAKAP S.A., Greece
Patrizia atrizia.giangregorio@ispra
, | IsPRA, Italy patrizia.giangregorio@ispra | 55025
Giangregorio mbiente.it
Aleksandar .
WWEF Bulgaria adutsov@wwf.bg 4/07/2025
Dutsov
Aleksandar . :
. MES, North Macedonia stojanov@mes.org.mk 25/08/2025
Stojanov
Naum Ilieski Ekosvest, North Macedonia naum@ekosvest.com.mk 4/07/2025
Giovanna Di Temporary contract, Majella | giovanna.didomenico@parc
. . . . 14/07/2025
Domenico National Park, Italy omajella.it
) Maiella NP, Head of the . .
Antonio . o Antonio.antonucci@parcom
. Wildlife Monitoring and . . 14/07/2025
Antonucci ] . ajella.it
Conservation Unit, Italy
DANIELA o . daniela.gentile@rewilding-
Rewilding Apennines, Italy . 21/06/2025
GENTILE apennines.com
. Project technician/ mgaona@fundacionosopard
Marina Gaona L, . 19/08/2025
Fundacidon Oso Pardo, Spain | o.org
L Project Coordinator / mparraga@fundacionosopar
Maria Parraga L . 19/08/2025
Fundacién Oso Pardo, Spain | do.org
Aleksander . .
. PPNEA, Albania a.trajce@ppnea.org 7/07/2025
Trajce
Svetoslava Researcher, Bulgarian
. svetahet@abv.bg 4/07/2025
Toncheva Academy of Sciences
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