LIFE
ARCPROM

| LCO9My Db! ¢k Dwknnni
y y J

LYLIN2 OA®SI MAZORWEA &GSy OS A n bl GA
9o0dPH WSLRNI 2y FOGAOAG.
GN} YAFTSNIOAfAGRE 27

v.-vo

~
NATURA 2000

PR e .
€= CALLISTO t% 7\ % @ (&

WWF

June2025






Author
Spyros PSAROUD@S.}, Giovanna di DomeniépElpida Grigoriadduand Panagiota Argyraki

Suggesteditation

oReport on activities to ensure replicability & transferability of project actipbsliverable of the project
LIFE ARCPROM (LIFE18 NAT/GR/000Ju6&r025

1CALLISTO, LIFE ARCPROM Project Manager
2Maiella National Park

3NECCA

4UTH



Contents

SUMMARY. ...ttt et e e e e e e st ettt e e e oo e s bbbttt e e e e e R bbbttt e e e e e e n bbbt e e e e e e e nre e e e e e e e aann 5
] S T o =37 o =S PP 6
RIASSUNTIO. ..ttt e e e e e sttt e e e e e e e b bbbttt a e e e s e bbb e et e e e e e s annbbb e e e e e e e aansbbneeeeas 7

PART 1: FORESEEN ACTIVITIES TO ENSURE REPLICATION.......coii it 9
Seminars on the mitigation of the illegal use of PoiSON baitS:..........ccccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiir e, 9
{SYAYINB 2y (GKS YIylI3SySyid 2F o6SIFN&B SELR&aAAY3I |
damage t0 AGFICUIIUIE........coi et e e e e e e e e e e s annrrr e e e e e e e annes 9
{LISOALT YSSGAY3 6A0GK 2FFAOSNB 2F (KS GDNBSYy Cdzy
MiniStry Of CitIZEN PrOTECHION. ......ciiiiitiieiiee e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e ennnees 9
Seminars on the production of befaiendly agricultural products and the adoption of béaendly
practices DY tOUrSt NOIAINGS. .........uuiiiiie e e s 9
International workshop for the transfer of best practices to neighbouring countries:.................. 9

PART 2: IMPLEMENTATION OF REPLICATION ACTIVITLES.........cco it vamienees 10

2.1IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FORESEEN REPLICATION ACTIMITIES. .. uuuurrrerriimeeeeeeeeaeaaeaeaaaaaaaeaeeessameens 10
2.1.1Seminars on mitigation of the illegal use of PoiISON DAILS............cooiiiiiiiieiiii e, 10
HOMdH {SYAYFINEBE 2y YIylF3aSySyid 2F o0SINB SELR&AYT
frequent damage to agriCUltUME GIrEECE.............oooeiiii i e e e e e e e e aaaaas 11
HOmMdo {SYAYINBR 2y GKS YIylF3asSySyid 2F o6SINaA SELRaA
unusually frequent damage to agriculture in ltaly...........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiie e 15
2.1.4 Special meetings with officers of the Green Fund, the Ministry of Environment/Forestry Service,
and the Ministry of Citizen ProteCtQN...........uuiiiiiiiiiiiieriieeeeee e 19
2.1.5 Seminars on the production of béaendly agricultural products and the adoption of bear
friendly practices by tourist NOIAINGS............uiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 19
2.1.6 International Workshop for the transfer of best practices to neighbouring countries........ 24
2.2IMPLEMENTATION OF ADDITIONAL REPLICATION ACTIMITIES....citiiiieeeee e s eteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeanannees 26

2.2.1 Replication of the SUbOG A 2Y [/ 0 ®dm O-RolsdiIBDOGIUGIBADYS)..2 . F.....1..y. (PG

2.2.2 Replication of the SUbOG A 2y [/ o®dH 04t NPRAzOHIARY¥2 Y RABBES YAYR
HoHndo wWSLEAOFGAR2Y 2F GKS | OGA2Y / n-DogdKBDSNI (A 2y

Y A 1 OO 34

2.2.4 Replication of the Actions C5 (Operation, equipment and capacity building of Bear Emergency
Teams), and C9 (Installation of special aversive means-spbtt of beathuman interference).....35

HOHDp {LISOALIE YSSiAy3a Ay..abt.Qa..l.SL.Rl.dzl.NIL.SAKE > { dz
HOHDc tNRY20GA2Yy 2F NBLIAOFGA2Y FYyR GNIYAaAFSNI 27
through a new LIFE Project PropoSal............uueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 40

2.2.7 Replication activity in the framework of the 6th Din&atkarrPindos Platform Meeting........ 41

2.2.8 Capacity Building for Data Collection through Interviews................ooooeeeeeiicccccciniiiiniene, 43



SUMMARY

Despite thanitial difficulties and delays that arose in the development of the project's LIFE ARCPROM
actions, due to the Covid 19 pandentice Project Teamhas made intensive efforts to disseminate the
knowledge and experience gained from its actions so that they can be adopted by similar organisations
across Europe. The report, which describes the project's replication and transfer activities, shows that the
efforts have significantly exceeded the initial objectives

1 Poison Bait SeminarS:heproject beneficiarie®rganisedive seminars and four technical
meetings, surpassing the initially planned three seminars. These events reached a 1@abtEHfT
members from various governmental and ngavernmental organizations in Greece and
neighbouringBalkan countries. The seminars included presentations orPaision Dog Units
(ADUs) and Bear Emergency Teams. The ADUs were also deployed in faorlcepbisoning
incidents, providing a practical opportunity to transfer knowledge to local autheritie

T at NBof SYE . SI NJ al iseditayviayHeld 4t BraspayNatiddaNPark with 21
participants from Greece, Albania, and North Macedonia. The project also held two webinars in
partnership with the LIFE IP4Natura project, which reached a total of 227 individuals, including
government oficials, students, farmers, and other citizens. These webinars were organized at no
cost to the LIFE ARCPROM projecttaly, MNP and WWF organized a meeting in Sulmaaaing
all the protected areas (National Parks, Regional Parks, Nature Reserves, etc.) and authorities falling
in the Apennine brown bear range, as well as members of the LIFEBEART CORRIDA&S
promote thereplicationof methods used to manage problematic/confident bears. A total of 24
people belonging to 9 entities participated.

1 Meetings with Authorities:The project organized five meetings with officers from the Green Fund,
NECCA, and the Ministry of Environment/Forestry Service, exceeding the initial plan for one
meeting. These meetings facilitated discussions on financial support, potential replioapozject
actions in other protected areas, and led to the establishment ofiifi@tional Platform on
Coexistence of People witlarge Carnivoreasin Greece.

T . SCNNE Sy Rf & ¢ [ IhGréete e MR 1 WEAYY G N2 RdzOSR G KS awo{t
. A2RAOGSNEAGE t NRBGSOG A Zhse pemidalsthighlightéd hiwatize label ligkd NJ S ¢
SYGANRYYSyGlt O2yaSNIIGA2Y 6AGK 201 lak@ad y2 YA C
products at the Agricultural Conference "EPI GIS, V" generated significant interest and enhanced
the project's visibilityln Italy, a specific meeting was organized with the Sibillini Nationa) &aak
additionally, the Bear Friendly label was also one of the issues addressed during the meeting
organized by MNP and WWF to promote the replication of the LIFE ARCRPOM actions in the other
areas falling in the Apennine brown bear range

1 International Workshop:¢ KS LINP 2SO0 Qa LYGSNYF A2yt [/ 2y FSNB
27, 2025, attracted 185 participants from six countries. A special workshop during the conference
led to the decision to establish a Network of organizations and experts on Lamjedzar
Conservation in Southern Europe. The participants agreed to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding to formalize the network's function as a forum for knowledge exchange and
cooperation. The network is designed to be an informalyhanot a legal entity, that encourages
collaboration among its members.

We estimate thatt least1022 individualsimproved their capacity or knowledge through various
replication activitiesevents and seminars

1 Poison Bait Mitigation:123staff members attended five seminars and four technical meetings on
the mitigation of illegal poison baits

1 Problem Bear Managemen# total of 248 people attended seminars and webinars on managing
"problem" bears: 21 participants at a seminar in Prespa National PaBkstaff members at the
July 2024 webinaiZ4 attendants at the April 2025 webinand 24 participants in the meeting
organsed by MNP and WWF
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1 "Bear-Friendly" PracticesAn estimatedd32people attended seminars and events promoting
"bear-friendly” products and practice3his includes 24 staff members at a meeting in Sulm®na,
staff members at the meeting in the Sibillini National Parkestimated 50 attendants at an event
in Kalampakaand at least 350 people at the Agricultural Conference "EPI GIS, V"

71 International Workshop:185 patrticipants attended the International Conference, and 32 of them
specifically participated in a workshop on establishing a large carnivore conservation network

1 Data Collection Trainingtwo (2) trainees received capacity building for data collection through

interviews
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RIASSUNTO

Nonostante le difficolta iniziali e i ritardi che sono sorti nello sviluppo delle azioni del progetto LIFE
ARCPROM a causa della pandemia di Covid 19, il team di progetto ha compiuto sforzi intensi per diffondere
le conoscenze e I'esperienza acquisiteaedalle azioni in modo che possano essere adottate da
organizzazioni simili in tutta Europa. Il rapporto, che descrive le attivita di replicazione e trasferimento del
progetto, mostra che gli sforzi hanno superato in modo significativo gli obiettivi iniziali

1 Seminari sulle esche avvelenatebeneficiari del progetto hanno organizzato cinque seminari e
guattro incontri tecnici, superando i tre seminari inizialmente previsti. Questi eventi hanno
raggiunto un totale di23membri del personale di varie organizzazioni governative e non
governative in Grecia e nei paesi balcanici limitrofi. | seminari includevano presentazioni sulle Unita
Cinofile AntiVeleno (ADUS) e sulle Squadre di Emergenza Orso. Le ADUs sono statgémpieg
anche in quattro incidenti di avvelenamento reali, offrendo un'oppoita pratica per il

trasferimento di conoscenze alle autorita locali.



1 Seminari sulla gestione degli orsi "problematicin seminario si & tenuto nel Parco Nazionale di
Prespa con 21 partecipanti provenienti da Grecia, Albania e Macedonia del Nord. Il progetto ha
anche tenuto due webinar in collaborazione con il progetto LIFE IP4Natura, che hanno raggiunto un
totale di 227persone, inclusi funzionari governativi, studenti, agricoltori e altri cittadini. Questi
webinar sono stati organizzati senza costi per il progetto LIFE ARCRRG@Na PNM e WWF
hanno organizzato un inatro a Sulmona invitando tutte le aree protette (Parchi Nazionali, Parchi
wSAAZ2YIEAZT WAASNIBS bl GdzNI £ A S i 6rdndomaSsicdnd cobi dzii 2 N
come i membri del progettbIFE BEABMART CORRIDQPRS promuovere la replicazione dei
metodi usati nel PNM per gestire gli orsi confidenti/problematici. Un tota@igiersone
appartenenti a 9 Enti hanno preso parte a questo incontro.

f Incontri con le autorita:ll progetto ha organizzato cinque incontri con funzionari del "Green Fund",
della NECCA e del Ministero dell'’Ambiente/Servizio Forestale, superando il piano iniziale di un
incontro. Questi incontri hanno facilitato le discussioni sul sostegno finanzatia,possibile
replicazione delle azioni del progetto in altre aree protette, e hanno portato alla creazione della
"Piattaforma Nazionale per la Coesistenza di Persone e Grandi Carnivori" in Grecia.

1 Seminari sull'etichetta "Beafriendly": In Grecia, iteam ha introdotto la "RESPECT Wildlife and
Biodiversity Protection Label" in due importanti eventi in Grecia. Questi seminari hanno evidenziato
come l'etichetta colleghi la conservazione ambientale con lo sviluppo economico locale.

Un'esposizione di pramtti con I'etichetta "RESPECT" al Convegno Agricolo "EPI GIS, V" ha generato

un interesse significativo e ha migliorato la visibilita del progéttdtalia, un incontro specifico é

stato organizzato @ MNP e WWF presso la sede del Parco Nazionale dei Monti Sihilime, I
LINEPISGG2 NBEIFIGADBS £ YIFNODKAZ2 . SFENICNASYyRfe& § &
a Sulmona pernmuovere la replicazione delle azioni del LIFE ARCPROMlellgorzioni
RStfQFNBIfS RStfQ2NE2 . Ndzy2 YI NBEAOI y2

1 Workshop internazionaleLa Conferenza Internazionale del progetto a Larissa, tenutasi dal 25 al 27
febbraio 2025, ha attirato 185 partecipanti da sei paesi. Un workshop speciale durante la
conferenza ha portato alla decisione di istituire una Rete di organizzazioni e esparti sul
Conservazione dei Grandi Carnivori nel Sud Europa. | partecipanti hanno concordato di firmare un
Memorandum d'Intesa per formalizzare la funzione della rete come un forum per lo scambio di
conoscenze e la cooperazione. La restaa concepita come un organismo informale, non
un'entita legale, che incoraggia la collaborazione tra i suoi membri.

Stimiamo chealmeno 1022 persone abbiano migliorato la loro capacita o conoscenza attraverso varie
attivita di replicazione, eventi e seminari:

1 Mitigazione delle esche avvelenatd23membri del personale hanno partecipato a cinque
seminari e quattro incontri tecnici sulla mitigazione dell'uso illegale delle esche avvelenate.

1 Gestione degli orsi "problematici"Un totale di 272persone ha partecipato a seminari e webinar
sulla gestione degli orsi "problematici": 21 partecipanti a un seminario nel Parco Nazionale di
Prespa, 153 membri del pensale al webinar di luglio 20244 partecpanti al webinar di aprile
HAHp S Hun LINIGSOALIYGA FfftQAYyO2yiNRB 2NBFYATTIG

1 Pratiche "BeatFriendly": Si stima che 43@ersone abbiano partecipato a seminari ed eventi che
promuovono prodotti e pratiche "bedfriendly". Questo include 24 membri del personale a un
incontroa Sulmon8B8Y SYO NA RSt LISNE2Yy IS Fff QAYyO2yGNR Sy
Sibillini,circa 50 partecipanti a un evento a Kalampaka e almeno 350 persone al Convegno Agricolo

"EPI GIS, V".

1 Workshop internazionalel85 partecipanti hanno partecipato alla Conferenza Internazionale, e 32
di loro hanno partecipato specificamente a un workshop sull'istituzione di una rete di
conservazione dei grandi carnivori.

1 Formazione sulla raccolta datDue (2) tirocinanti hanno ricevuto un potenziamento delle capacita
per la raccolta di dati tramite interviste.



Part 1:Foreseen activities to ensure replication

Beyond the successful implementation of the actions of a project supported by the LIFE Programme, an
important concern of the implementing partners is to ensure that the experience and knowledge gained
from the implementation of the proposal are dissemiedtmore widely and that the solutions given to
specific problems or threats will be reproduced and adopted by similar bodies in other regions or countries
of the European Union.

For this purposefrom the stage of the proposal drafting, a set of events facilitating replication and transfer
was foreseen, including the following:

Seminars on the mitigation of the illegal use of poison baits:

Three (3) seminars in selected areas, preferably Parks or other areas where incidents of poisoned baits
occur, for presenting and discussing the problem and its extent with local authorities, other wildlife
management actorsand key stakeholder groups (especially hunters and livestock raisers).

{SYAYINBR 2y (GKS YIylI3SySyid 2F o6SINB SELRaAy3d | ¢
damage to agriculture

Four (4) seminars (2 in Greece & 2 in Italy) organised in Parks/areas outside the prajéctesrsure
replication and transfeof prevention measures andseof special aversive means in bhgpots of bear
human interference, of beagproof refuse containersand of electric fences into/near human settlements.

It was planned to make speciaference to prevention measures that can be applied by farmers,
beekeepersand animal breeders, including the use of LGDs (Livestock Guarding Dogs), utilising the LGD
Owners Network created by the project. Besides lectures and presentations, demonstration of the
operation of Bear Emergency Teams and of kgg unitswas also foreseen

{LISOALT YSSGAY3 6A0GK 2FFAOSNER 2F (KS GDNBSYy Cdzyl
the Ministry of Citizen Protection

The special meetingias plannedad contribute substantially to the replication and transfer of this measure
to other areas, within the bear distribution in Gredagofficersand administrator ¥ G KS G DNBSy C
the Ministry of Environment/Forestry Service and the Ministry of Citizen Protection.

Seminars orthe production of bear-friendly agricultural products andhe adoption of bearfriendly
practices by tourist holdings

Sminars (2 in Greece & 1 in ltaly) addiagsgriculture professionals (farmers, beekeepers & livestock
raisers), people employed in tourism (ecotourism offices & guest houses) & local/regional authorities.

International workshop forthe transfer of best practices to neighbouring countries:

A special workshop addressing participants of the project Closing Conference from neighbouring countries
(Albania, Republic of Northern Macedonia & Bulgadajansfer best practices & lessons learned during
implementation of the project in Greece & Italy.

Althoughthe organisation of replication activities started before the elaboration of the Replicability Plan in
2024, its elaboration identified actions with the highest replicability/transferability potential and guided the
project beneficiaries on the most importamtitiatives they should undertake.

Ultimately, as explained in the secoRdrtof this report, the replication and transfer activities organised
within the framework of the project far exceeded the initial design and the objectives that had been set.



Part2: Implementation of replication activities

2.1Implementation of the foreseen replication activities

2.1.1Seminars on mitigation of the illegal use of poison baits

The Project Team considered it useful to implement more than three seminars in the context of the
implementation of this task:

On8 May 2023 afirst seminaron the subjecivas organised by CALLISAd NECCat Prespa National

Parlk Ay O2 2 LISNI (ABRHPoingBrawKBed#K ® ¢ LINBHISGEKADOK g1 a AYLI SY
transborder area between Greece, Albania, and North Macedanih,financial support by the German

bDh &9 dzNRyY Ll (i dzNE @

Figure 1: Seminar on the illegal use of poison baits and the use of ADUs,
FG tNBALI blFrdAz2ylf t 1 N] I tA/A yOR 2.L0ENG i A.251 MEA (1&Ke .{.KU

Mr. D. Vavylis, NECCA, presented the subject to the participants of the meetiregTown Hall of Prespes
Municipality, focusing on particular activities of the LIFE APCPROM project and of NECCA to fight the illegal
use of poison baits, such as the operatiorAatipoisonDogUnits ADU3 in synergy with Bear Emergency
Teams

The presentation waattended byfifteen (15) participant$rom Greece, Albania and N. Macedonia, staff
members of governmental and negovernmental organisations.
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Antipoison Canine Units (A.C.U) in synergy with Bear
Emergency Teams

AW

Prespa, 08/05/2023
Tri-Point Brown Bear Workshop

Dimitris Vavylis
A.CU Coordinator
Natural Environment and Climate Change
Agency (NE.C.CA)

Figure 2: First page of the presentation made on the illegal use of poison baits and the use of ADUs

In addition to these eventd$our (4) seminars on mitigation of the illegal use of poison baits were organised
by NECCA/ARCPROMfour different towns:

w Arta, October 26, 2023, Grigoriadou Elpid@ participants

w loannina, October 27, 2023, Grigoriadou Elp participants

w Pramanta loannina, October 28, 2023, Grigoriadou Eldiflgarticipants
w Metsovo, November 03, 2023, Korakis Athanasi@sparticipants

Namely, thefour seminars were attended bgighty-four (84)participants, totally.

In addition to these evenigour (4)technical meeting®n mitigation of the illegal use of poison baits were
organised by NECCA/ARCPR®Nbur different towns following the activities organised foeplication of

theSubl OGA2Y / o®dm O-RosadPoGIUGitE! 25! &20F oley idka Ay 3 (G KS wabt Qa
the protocol established in the framework of the projecffaur (4) incidents of illegal use of poisoned baits

in areas outside the borders of the National Pdfkrres, Lekani, Isaia, and $8euni The technical

meetings were attended b4 staff members of the local authorities involved in the treatment of the
poisoningincidents £ S &S &SS RSGIFAT A Ay LI NI 3 NIFQIKA 24yD H/Domd MESUHE

The incidents were dealt in collaboration with the competent authorities and has been an opportunity for
transfer of the experience gained & lessons learned to staff members of the services involved, encouraging
the replication of similar initiatives andttvities successfully in other incidents or/and improving their
performance. Consequentlfour more seminarsrganised on the subject for the staff members of the
services involvedlherefore, instead of the three semindmseseenin the framework of tle project

proposal finally, five (5) seminarsaand four (4) technical meetinggere organisedthat were attended by

123 staff membersof Parks and other governmental and n@overnmental organisations from Greece and
neighbouring Balkan countries.

212{ SYAYI NA 2y YIylI3SySyid 2F o6SFNBR SELRaAy3d | &K
frequent damageto agriculturein Greece

In cooperations A (0 K (1 K S -tLaNiRy2liS Q (INRéécsbive) Salerhdar wans organised ¢hMay

2023, at Prespa National Pargtaff members of CALLISTO, NE@@RAUTH presented techniques used in

LIFE ARCPROM foanadh Y 3 & LJbkRrsahdSoY supporting damage prevention measures.
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The seminar, which includedhapenair demonstration of the equipment used by Bear Emergency Teams
in Greeceattended bytwenty-one (21) participantfrom Greece, Albania and N. Macedonia, staff
members othe Forestry services, NGOs, NECCA and other stakeholders (gamekeepers, etc.).

Figures 3 & 4: Seminar and opain demonstration of the equipment used by BETs in Greece (Prespa
National Park)
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Mertzanis bear expert, and staff member of CALLISTO and of the LIFE ARERROM eampresented
the samesubject intwo webinars, held on2 July 2024and8 April 2025espectively

TheJuly 2024 webinarvas addressed to the competent authorities such as foremtigveterinary services,

protected areasnanagemenunits of NECGAentral ministry services, regional and decentralized
administrationauthorities etc., while the April 2025 webinawas addressed to all interested groups of
citizens related to Natura 2000 areas, either through their professional activity or as members of civil

society.

In particular, the July 2024 webinaaw attended byne hundred and fiftghree (L53) staff membersof the
aforementioned competent authoritiesVinistry of Environment and Enerdyorestry ServicéMlinistry of
Rural Development and Foaddjnistry of Citizen ProtectiorDecentralised AdministrationSIECCAELGA,
Regional and Municipal Authoritidsocal Development Agenciegc.), while theApril 2025 webinawas
attendedby seventyfour (74) attendantsincluding staff members ddniversitiesand Research Institutes
SchoolsBeekeeper Associationspn-GovernmentalOrganisationsgonsultants, teachers, students,
farmers,as well a®ther citizens andndividuals
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Figure 6: Screenshot from the webinar of April 2025
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The successful webinakvereorganised by personnel of the WWF Greece (Associated Beneficiary of the
G[LCY9 LtnblddzN}¢0X gAGK y2 02ai F2NJ GKS [LC9 ! w/t

2.1.3Seminarsorthe Y yI 3SYSyid 2F o6SI N& SELRA&AY3I | aKI oAdldz
unusually frequentdamageto agriculturein Italy

In Italy, the implementation of Zeminars was foreseen. Specificall-@ayseminar had to be developed

in the Gole del Sagittario Nature Reserve, a protected area that falls in the connection between the core
central population of the Apennine brown bear and the Maiella National Park. Howd#,and WWF

decided to review this plato involve a higher number of protected areas and promote replicability in the

rest of theApennine brown bear range. In fact, a specific meeting to promote the replicability of the LIFE
ARCPROM, with a specific focus on the management of problematic bears, was organizédNiPthe
headquarteran Sulmonainviting 20 protected areas Regionsand the coordinating beneficiary of the

LIFE BEABMART CORRIDORS. A total of 26 subjects were thus invited, involving entities already interested
in bear presence as well as the ones possibly interested ifutioee.

The agenda of the meetir{gee figure 14, belojincluded presentations on the following issues

Stakeholder involvement

The Bear Friendly label

Involvement of volunteers

The Bear Trail and the Bear Game

Raising awareness activities

Damage prevention and problematiearmanagement

= =4 =4 = -8 -9

This last issue was the main focus of the meetindact, the whole afternoon was dedicated not only to
the presentation of these arguments but also to the demonstratiothefuse of Critter Gitters, Pump
Horns and Pepper spray traps.

= T
\

Figurel0: Staff members of protected areas, Regiarxdthe LIFE BEARMART CORRIDORS attending the meeting
held in Sulmona in December 2024 to promote the replicability of the Actions implemented during the LIFE ARCPROM.
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Figurell: MNP and WWF staff members presenting the actions implemented during the meeting held in Salmona
December 2024 to promote the replicability of the Actions implemented during the LIFE ARCPROM.

The eventd Y | Y BGIWITKHES CARRIED OUT WITHIN THE LIFE ARCPROM PROJECT AND THEIR POTEN
FOR REPLICABILITY IN THE RANGE OF THE APENNINE BR®adhEEAR December 192, 2024 in

the MNP headquarters in Sulmaoyand a total of 24 peoplél with Zoom)¥rom MNP, WWF, 6 other

protected areas, the Molise Region and the LIFE Bear Smart Corridors projeceptaffented by

oRewilding Apenningésand éSalviamo I'OrsbNGO#.

Figurel2: Session dedicated to the demonstration of the use of Pump Horns, Critter &ittdPepper spray traps
during the meeting held in Sulmorfaecember 20240 promote the replicability of the Actions implemented

In order to make the meeting an occasion to concretetynmote the replication of the.IFE ARCPROM
activities, at the end of the meetingarticipanswere invited to report on a board the actions considered
as more interestinfeasible in their territory(Figure 4).In this waythe MNP/WWF staff could work with
each organizatioraddressing specifically the actions they were more interested in.
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Figurel3: The board filled in by the different organizations that took part in the meeting held in Sulmona to identify
the actions that piqued their interest in replication in their territory

The event was very successful and was followed by contacts with each single protected area/organization
to share more details on the actions for which they showed interest. So far, one of the most important
outcomes of the meeting is that the Sirente VeliRegional Park immediately proceeded to the purchase

of the Critter Gitter devices, finding them an effective tool to manage a problematic bear roaming in their
area.
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ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT WITHIN THE LIFE ARCPROM PROJECT AND THEIR
POTENTIAL FOR REPLICABILITY IN THE RANGE OF THE APENNINE BROWN BEAR

Operational Headquarters of the Maiella National Park, Santo Spirito al Morrone
Abbey, Via Badia, 28, Sulmona, 12/12/2024

10:00 — 10:30 Welcoming of participants and register of signatures.

10.30 - 10.50 The commitment of the Maiella National Park and WWEF Italy in the protection
of the Apennine brown bear (Antonio Antonucci-MNP; Marco Galaverni-WWF)

10.50 — 11.10 Stakeholder involvement: methods and strengths (Anna Crimella-MNP
attending from remote)

11.10 - 11.30 The involvement of economic operators in bear conservation: the Bear
Friendly label (Antonio Pollutri-WWF; Giovanna Di Domenico-MNP)

11.30 - 11.40: 10 minutes of debate
11:40 — 11:50 Coffee break offered by MINP

11.50 - 12.10 volunteers for the bear: the contribution of WWF short-term and long-term
volunteers (Marco Antonelli-WWEF; Lucia Orecchini-WWEF)

12.10 - 12.30 The Bear Trail: planning, implementation and involvement of teachers and
guides (Giovanna Di Domenico-MNP; Lina Morzillo-WWF)

12.30 - 12.40 The Bear Game (Maria Peroni-MNP)
12.40 — 12.50 Raising awareness activities (Antonio Pollutri-WWF)
12:50-13:00: 10 minutes of debate. 13:00 — 14:00 buffet offered by MNP

14:00 — 14:15: Prevention of damage to chicken coops: what strategies to implement
(Antonio Antonucci MNP; Giovanna Di Domenico-MNP)

14:15 — 14:45: Experimental devices for deterring confident/problematic bears (Antonio
Antonucci MNP; Giovanna Di Domenico-MNP)

14:45-15:30: debate, discussion and collection of interests on the LIFE ARCPROM activities by
participants.

15:30- 16:00: Closing of the meeting

Figurel4: The programme of the Sulmona meeting



2.14 Special meetingwith officers of the Green Fund, the Ministry of Environment/Forestry Seryice
and the Ministry of Citizen Protection

Five (5)meetingswere organised with officers of the Green FUNEECCAand theMinistry of
Environment/Forestry Service. &l meetings, the Project Manager, Spyros Psaroudas, represented the
LIFE ARCPROM project.

w A first, preparatory meeting (informal) was organised immediately after the start of the project, on

8 October 209. The Project Managetisited the premises of the Green Fund in Athens and

informed the Director of the Green Fund, Mr. Giorgos Protopapithe project objectives and

I OlA2yas yR NBIdzSaiSR GKS DNBSyYy CdzyRQa TFAYIl yC
w On4 December 2019 meeting similar to the aforementioned one was organised in Athens,

between the LIFE ARCPROM Project Manager and the special consultant of the Minister of
Environment, Dr. Yiannis Mitsopoulos.

w On27 September 2021a meetingvasorganised at the premises of the RMNP (Rhodope Mountain
range National Parkip Paranesti, Drama, with staff members of the RMNP Management Unit and
the General Director of NECCA. The meetemgredon issues related to the implementation and
replication of project actions by NECCA.

w On27 October 2022a meeting organised at the premises of NECCA in Athens, between the LIFE
ARCPROM Project Manager, the Managing Director (K. Triantis) and the General Director (G.
Mitsopoulos) of NECCA. A Cooperation Agreement in the frame of the Project was discwsskd as
as the potential replication of project actions in other protected areas of the country, beyond the
three National Parks in which the LIFE ARCPROM project actions were implemented.

w Onl0 December 2024he Project Manager visited treentralpremises of the Forestry Service
(Directorate of Forest Management) where he presented to staff members of the Directorate the
work with Local Platforms in the framework of Action C1 of the LIFE ARCPROM project and
requested the participation of the ForegtService/ Ministry for Environment in the National
Platform on Coexistence of People with large Carnivores in Greece. The National Platform launched
one week later, on 18 December 2024, witlpresentation of the Forestry Service

2.15 Seminars orthe production of bearfriendly agricultural products andhe adoption of bear-
friendly practices by tourist holdings

The Bear Friendly label is an initiative designed to encourage local businesses and organizations to
adopt practices that support bear conservation and coexistence.

Seminars irtaly

Meetingin SulmonaDecember 2024

In Italy, one seminar specifito the replication of the Bear Friendly label was foresegme Bear Friendly
project presentation was thugne of the subjects presented in timeeetingheld in Sulmonan December
2024for promoting replicatiorof actions and activities implemented by the LIFE ARCPROM pitdject
issue was addressed with a presentatiantitled dnvolvementof economic operators in bear
conservationTheBear Friendlyabet ® ¢ KS LINB a Sy GAntdnoPgllutBAMWEandGiokaBna o &
Di DomenicOMNPand was attended b®4 staff membersf other National and Nature Parks, Regional
Authorities and local NGOsiembers of the LIFE BESRIART CORRIDQB&par.2.1.3, abovg.

Special meetingn Sibillini National Park

Additionally, since the Sibillini National P&8NP¥showed interest in the argument early in Z)2 specific
meeting aimed at presenting thelFE ARCPROM dadusingon the BeatfFriendly label was organized by
MNP and WWFThe Director of the SNP, as well as members of the technicalattaefided the meeting
that was heldn the SNP headquarters in Visso March T, 205.

Seminarsin Greece

UTH team successfully participatedwo such events introducing the RESPECT label initiative.



Participation in a thematic event, Kalampaka, Trikala, Thessaly Region

UTH team presented the RESPECT Label at a regivakthematic event organized by the Development

Agency of the Municipality of Trikala (KENAKAP SA), held on 21 November 2024 in Kalampaka. The event
F20dza SR 2 yAgrifdo&PradictS ¥h8 Lodal Gastronomy as Pillars for Tourism Attraction and
Sustainable Rural DevelopménE | YR 0 NRdZAKG G(G23SGKSNI aiGF1SK2f RSNA
food marketing, local governance, and environmental management. As estinthgedvent had 50

attendants.

Within this context, the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label was introduced as a pioneering
initiative, demonstrating how environmental conservation can be effectively linked with local economic
development and the promotion of territoriatiéntity. The presentation emphasized the innovative nature

of the Label as a tool that enables producers operating in ecologically sensitive atedsas national

parks and bear habitatsto gain visibility and recognition for their environmentally respgbtespractices.

The project team from the UTH presented the conceptual basis, certification process, and expected
benefits of the RESPECT Label, highlighting its relevance to contemporary market trends, including the
growing consumer demand for sustainable, wildfifiendly, and origircertified products. Special attention
was paid to the synergy between conservation values and gastronomic heritage, demonstrating how
protected-area products can contribute to both environmental goals and rural branding strategies.

The participation of the RESPECT Label in this event also served to strengthen horizontal links with regional
development actors, opening up new discussions on the integration of the Label into broader local tourism
and marketing plans. As such, this eveantributed not only to the dissemination of the RESPECT Label at
the regional level but also to the strategic dialogue around its potential institutional embedding in future
agrifood and tourism development policies.
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Figure B: Professor Charalambos Billinis presenting the objectives and scope of tHe B@ariSwy R{f t& Daltkt Q
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Conference Center of Aldemar Olympian Village.

The Conference was successfully organized for the 5th time in the area and brought together
representatives of the political leadership, local authorities, the-Bogrd sector, academic institutions, and
producers from across Greece, fostering dialogu¢hencontemporary challenges and prospects of
agriculture. The main objective of the event was to highlight good practices and innovative solutions for
sustainable rural development, while promoting collaboration between farmers, scientists, and
entreprenaurs. The estimatedattendance is at least 350 people.

Within this context, the Rector of the University of Thessaly, Prof. Charalambos Billinis, Head of the UTH
team presented the work carried out under the LIFE ARCPROM project and introduced the creation of the
Gwo{t 9/ ¢é¢ f1 06St F2 NhdbiwdversigNiB Gr&CeliThepyesedtdtiondobK the foArTfoS

a live interview, conducted by a journalist who posed thoudgtavoking questions to Prof. Billinis. With
enthusiasm, he outlined the objectives and achievements of the initiative, capturing teBR A Sy 0S Q &
attention and stimulating further interest. They all concluded that the RESPECT initiative illustrated the
GFy3ArAotS AYLI OO 2F (GKS LINE avdifécQrserviativrg Bhiledhiibutin®@ G A A (
to the modernization, competitiveness, and sustainability of Greek agriculture.
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Figure B: Maria Spentzou, PhD Candidate, Department of Veterinary Medicine, University of THassaly
Charalambos Billinis, Rector of the University of Thessaly, Professor, Department of Veterinary Niémtieiragor:
Giouli lliopoulou, Journalist, Patris newspaper

LY RRAGAZ2YZE |y SEKAOAGAZY 2F (GKS awo{to/c¢é¢ oSt
Conference venue. The exhibition facilitated the dissemination of the experience gained through the
development and application of the label. The dtion contributed to raising awareness of the label,

while alsohighlightingd KS LINJ OGA Ol f RAYSyaAz2y FyR YINJ SO LRGSY
previous presentation of the action generated significant interest among the audience, which directly
ONBlIGSR AYyONBIFaSR Sy3al a3SYSyd ¢4 G Kisitddkhe pradicdise SOG Qa S
exhibiioni KS aw9{t 9/ ¢é¢ f106SftSR LINRPRdAzOG& SEKAOGAGAZ2Y S &°¢
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Figure B: RESPECT LABEL products exhift@ragiota Argyraki, UTH team member




Figure20: RESPECT LABEL products exhibititre 1lis Conference Center of Aldemar Olympian Vil(laegr the
ancient site of Olympia on the west coast of Peloponnese

2.16 International Workshop forthe transfer of best practices to neighbouring countries

The International Conference of the European project LIFE ARCPROM was successfully held in the last week
of February 2025 (227 February in the city of Larissa. A total of 185 scientists, representatives of
environmental organisations, universities, and institutions from Greece, Italy, Spain, Albania, North
Macedonia, and Bulgaria participated in the conference.

OnWednesday, 26 Februarg special workshop organised by CALLISTO in the context of the LIFE ARCPOM
LYGSNylragaAz2ytrt [/ 2yFSNBYyOS a2y (GKS 9adlofAaKYSyd 27
| 2y aSNBIFGAZ2Y 2F [ NBS /Atodyor3Zparbidigiartidipated|irettozivétiSiody, 9 dzNP
18 of whom came from Balkan and other European countries, outside of G@tw. participants in the
Conference attended parts of the workshop and specific presentations, without remaining in the room

where the workshop took place the entire time.

The main objective of the workshpphichwasorganised as a side eveoitthe International Conferenge

was the exchange of knowledge and the transfer of experience, as well as good practices and lessons
learned during the implementation of the LIFE ARCPROM project in Greece and Italy. Another objective was
the establishment or strengthening of transboundanoperation between public authorities, institutions,

and NGOs on issues related to the baaman coexistence in transboundary areas.

The Conference Organising Team decided to broaden the audience of this workshop to include participants
from other countries in Southern Europe, who present situations that differ from country to country, but
also cases that are similar to each other.

A brief overview of current projects and initiatives for the conservation of brown bear populations in
Southern Europe preceded the discussion on networking. Participants also had the opportunity to attend
other sessions of the Conference, in which thdaw of the LIFE ARCPROM project were presented, issues
addressed to practically improve the conditions of coexistence between humans and bears, the problems
that were encountered, the solutions that were provided, the lessons learned and the experigticed g

in the project areas, in four National Parks in Greece and lItaly.




Figure22: Beyond the presentation of the LIFE ARCPROM actions, other LifsBstmlindaryprojects were
presented to facilitate experience and knowledge exchange

The participants of the workshop found it helpful to establish a Network of organisations and experts
working on the Conservation of Large Carnivores in Southern Europe. They agreedatilsigarandum
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of Understanding (MoU) where they clartfyat the Networkwill operate as a forum for exchanging

knowledge and experience, transferring good practices, and engaging in dialogue on issues concerning its
participants. lwill also function as an informal body of cooperation, without being a legal entity, which
encourages the development of collaborations among its members/ndtiedl not bind or represent its
members to third parties andill not be bound or represented by one or more of its memhers

Fordetails, thepresentationsmade during theNorkshop as well as thélemorandum of Understanding
(MoU)that was finallyagreedupon, please see Deferabe E3.3Minutes of the international workshop for
transfer of best practices to neighbouring countries, including Memorandum of Cooperation

2.2Implementation of additional replication activities

2.2.1 Replication of the Sudr QG A2y [/ o dm
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illegal use of poisoned baits in areas outside the borders of the National Rarks, Lekani, Isaia, and

Messouni

The incidents were dealt in collaboration with the competent authorities and has been an opportunity for
transfer of the experience gained & lessons learned to staff members of the services involved, encouraging
the replication of similar initiatives andctvities successfully in other incidents or/and improving their

performance.

Notice pleasdour (4) technical meetings on mitigation of the illegal use of poison baits were organised by
NECCA/ARCPROM, in four different towns, following the activities organised for repliPatrbacipation in
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Technical dtails of the management of each incident are given below:



1. Poisoning incident near the village Erateino Kavald§-2.02.2024)

On February 10, 2024, the Rodopi Mountain Range National Park (RMNP) was alerted by the Kavala
Forestry District Department about a possible poison bait found that morning near a rural road in the
village of Erateino Kavala. The poison bait was a small, lamich a livestock guarding dog had partially

eaten. The lamb's carcass was discovered 180 meters from the dog's pen. According to the dog's owner, a
livestock breeder, the dog began foaming at the mouth and died two hours later.

On February 12, 2024, the RMNP's Atgison Dog Unit (ADU) visited the location indicated by the Forestry
Service to investigate the area. However, the lamb's carcass was gone when the ADU arrived. During the 1
hour and 12minute search, the ADU handleiaiixed 1.6 kilometres, and the dog covered 1.2 kilometres.
About 50 meters into the search, they found two pieces of the lamb's skin and its head. Next to the head
was a dead Western Marsh Harri€icus aeruginosiiswhich had likely consumed parts of theisoned

lamb.

The Kavala Veterinarian Services were immediately informed. The poison baits and the dead bird were
collected and stored in a freezer at the Kavala Forestry Service District Department, pending toxicological
analysis. The ADU returned to the area on Felyd® for a second investigation but found nothing else.

The Forestry Service later informed the RMNP that no samples were taken from the dog for analysis. The
dog's body was cremated at a nearby facility under the supervision of the Forestry Service

Lo s : N (e T N e ‘ i 10

Figure23: The lamb that was used as a possible poison bait and the dead Western Marsh Harrier that was found
afterwards
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Figure24: Incident of use of poisoned bait on 12/02/2024 in &rat, Kavala. In blue, theute of the RMNP ADUs
operator, and in magenta, theoute of the dog

2. Poisoning Incident in Lekani NestoR1£26.02.2024)

On February 21, 2024, the RMNP was informed by the Kavala Forestry Service about a potential poisoning
incident in the Lekani area. A livestock breeder had reported that one of his dogs had died after eating from
a cow carcass about 2rifrom his pen. The dog died in the pen on the same day

On Thursday 2P2-H nHnX wabt Qa NIYy3ISNB GAAaAGSR GKS LI I OS Iy
the cow, but did not find the code identity of the animal to identify the owner. The next da§22824, the

place was visited by the Forestry Seevitm this day, only the cow's chest was found. The Forestry Service
took samples from the cow and the first dead dog (part of the tongue) to have a toxicological analysis of them
and the rest were put for cremation.

On Thursday, February 22, 2024, RMNP rangers visited the site and discovered the cow's pelvis, chest, and
two legs. However, they couldn't find any identification tags to trace the owner. The next day, February 23,
the Forestry Service returned to the Idima, but only the cow's chest remained. They collected samples
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from both the cow's remains and a piece of the dead dog's tongue for toxicological analysis. The rest of the
remains were sent for cremation

On February 26, 2024, the Aftbison Dog Unit (ADU) conducted a search of the area for more poison baits
and affected animals. About 20 meters from the initial discovery, they found the cow's pelvis and a section
of its spine. Further away, at about 60 taes, they located a piece of the animal's hide, and at a greater
distance, the legs. All these remains were collected and stored
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Figure26: Poisoned bait use incident on-26/02/2024 in Lekani Nestou. With blue theite2 ¥ wabt Qa ! 5} &
YR ¢AGK YIFI3ASyidlr GKS R23IQa NR2

3. Poisoning Incident in Feres, Evrdgl{15.03.2024)

In late March 2024, a joint operation by three ARtison Dog Units (ADUS) responded to a major poisoning
incident in the Ferreé\rdani area of Evros. The location is just a few kilometres from the DatkamiSoufli

Forest National Park and the "NOTI@SIKO SYMPLEGMA EVROU" Naturasge@G@GR2230008). Over a

span of 10 days, the ADUs from the Society for the Protection of Biodiversity of Thrace (SPBT) and two from
NECCA (RMNMPADU and the Central MacedofiaDU) located and collected 47 potentiappisoned
animals.

Most of the animals were in an advanced state of decay, but some were fresher, suggesting that poisoned
carcasses had been left in the area for a prolonged period, creating a continuous source of poison for other
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animals. On the final day of the search, an Egyptian vulture, a strictly protected bird species in Greece, was
spotted flying over the area. It would likely have become a victim if the team hadn't removed the carcasses
in the previous days.

The Alexandroupolis Forestry Servieadthe criminal investigation, working with the Evros Directorate of
Agricultural Economy and Veterinary Medicine, which sent the samples for toxicological analysis as required
by law.

TheRMNR2&a k [ L C9 ADWvglayed & aucial role in the search, finding and collecting five dead animals
(one fox, one jackal, one common buzzard, one dog, and parts of an unknown animal) and a vase containing
unknown, possibly poisonous, residues. The joint effort also allalwedhree ADUs to exchange methods

and techniques, withthe LIFE ARCPROptoject team sharing effective practices and rdiahe
troubleshooting strategies.

The initial report came from the SPBT, which alerted the Management Unit of Evros Delta and Dadia National
Parks. That unit then informed the Management Unit of Nesfetonida & Rodopi National Park, as well as

Figure28: Map of the locations of the finds as a whole and patrols of ADUs (red lines = ADU of NGO SPBT and blue
lines = ADU of NECCHhe nap was created by M&la Kret, handler of the ADU of the NGO SPBT
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14-15/03/2024 Ferres Evros

Figure29: ¢ KS YI LJ g6 AGK (GKS NRdziSa | yR {1BG/20R4A BlReivedthe raufe ofwa bt Q
the handler and with purple the route of the dog)

4. Poisoning Incident in Messouiigeiros, Komotini (1113.04.2024)

On April 10, 2024, a possible poisoning incident was reported in the rural area near the villages of Messouni
andAigeiros Komotini

The next day, April 11, the Management Unit (MU) of Nestistonida and Rodopi National Parks received
a tip from a private citizen. The citizen reported that while they were walking with their dog, they found two
dead animafs a raptor and a hedgehogh& dog began foaming at the mouth and trembling shortly after,
showing clear signs of poisoning. Fortunately, the owner's quick actions saved the dog.

Later that same day, MU personnel and employees from the lasmos Forestry Department visited the site. In
coordination with the Forestry Department's Hunting Officer, they collected the two dead animals: a Western
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosiignd a Romanian Hedgehdgrihaceus roumanicusBoth were stored in

GKS a!Qa FTNBSITSNWY LiUa AYLERNIFyd G2 y2G6S8 GKIG GKS
in Greece.

An autopsy of the animals provided strong evidence of poisoning, and the corresponding protocol was
immediately activated. On April 12, our RMNP's Adison Dog Unit (ADU) arrived to search the area.

During the search, the ADU made two key discoveries:

1 Approximately 180 meters northwest of the initial finding, they located two sardines covered in a
white powder.

1 About 723 meters northwest, they found a dead Red Fapes vulpés The fox showed signs that
it was likely a nursing mother.

The findings were handed over to the lasmos ForeBligtrict Department for further action. The ADU
continued the search the next day, April 13, with officials from the Komotini Forestry Service, covering a large
portion of the area but finding no additional carcasses or baits. The fox and sardines were subsequently
stored in the Komotini Hunting Club freezer.
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Figure30: Top photosthe dead hedgehog and Western Marsh Harrier found near the road of a ruraMickiie
photos the animals stored in the freez&ottom photos The sardines, the possible bait used, sprinkled with white
L26RSNI YR GKS RSIFIR F2EX gAGK aradya OGKFG AG o1 a
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