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SUMMARY

Action C10 of the LIFE ARCPROM project was conceived with the aim of designing and implementing a
labelling mechanism to identify products and services that contribute to bear conservation, thereby
promoting thecoexistence between humans and bears in regions characterized by frequent interactions and
conflict. The action was executed in both Greece and lItaly, targeting the brownUesais(arctosand the
endemic Apennine brown bealJf{sus arctos marsicanysrespectively. While parallel in scope, the two
national approaches were tailored to reflect the seeimnomic particularities and ecological realities of
each implementation area. Through a combination of interdisciplinary collaboration, producerezngaty
capacitybuilding initiatives, and the strategic use of digital tools, two complementary labelling schemes
GSNE SaidlofAaKSRY (KS aw9{-CON S¥R&H SHI oyt DN SIOBI

In Greece, Action C10 was deployed across all three National Parks participating in the LIFE ARCPROM
project. During the preparatory phase, it became evident that the falbeling a novel initiative within the
Greek context should reflect the overarching jperative of protecting wildlife and biodiversity as a whole,

NI GKSNJ GKIFy F20dzairy3a SEOf dzaagsSte 2y GKAEwidikamy oS!
. A2RAOGSNEAGE tNRGSOGAZ2Y [l0Sté g & lclR@diiceRidilityt KA a
and communicative resonance, both among producers and consumers. The strategic rebranding aimed to
enhance public recognition of the label, circumvent restrictive interpretations, and facilitate its broader
diffusion across the nainal territory.

The RESPECT label is underpinned by six core pillars of environmental sustainability: efficient use of
natural resources, waste reduction, protection of natural habitats, reduction of harmful chemical inputs,
minimization of human disturbance to wildlifgnd promotion of environmental awareness among
consumers.

The certification process is managed through the official digital platform www.redaleet.gr, which
serves as an interactive hub for information dissemination and application processing. The platform features
I O2YLINBKSyaAgdsS LINKaiocBakiidigbiity ofiteria, Fechti¢alyuidelings SuseQraanual,
beneficiary registry, and a stdypy-step application system incorporating both sa#fsessment and
automated prescreening functionalities. Evaluation entails submission of supportingnieatation, on
site audits, and the issuance of a Certificate of Compliance, valid for a period of three years. Certified entities
are formally registered as RESPECT Label beneficiaries.

Implementation was further supported by a series of targeted training seminars, producer consultations,
and thematic outreach events held within the three National Parks. Particular emphasis was placed on
sectors with demonstrated relevance to bear consdion, such as apiculture, organic farming, and
agrotourism. The promotional campaign included participation in national and international exhilbitions
most notably the Thessaloniki International FEaihe production of communication materials, press
releases, management of a dedicated Facebook page, scientific presentations, and the publication of a peer
reviewed article. By the conclusion of the action, a total of 23 enterprises had been certified: 14 in Northern
Pindos National Park, 5 in the Rhodope MaintRange National Park, and 4 in Prespa National Park.

In Italy, Action C10 was implemented within the Maiella National Park (MNP) through the establishment
2T GKENKSYIRNIEE L 0Std ¢KS AYAGAFGADS 61 a AYyTF2NNSR
socioeconomic dynamics and humeamear conflics specific to the region. The analysis identified
beekeepers and farmers as key stakeholders, due to their dual role in both mitigating conflict and supporting
ecosystem integrity.

The design of the Beddriendly label was grounded in a participatory methodology, involving
collaboration between MNP staff and WWEF lItaly, alongside stakeholder consultations and public workshops.
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The visual identity of the label was developed to ensure semantic clarity and aesthetic appeal, while
maintaining a strong link to the LIFE ARCPROM brand and to the territorial identity of the Paxdoléusix
palette was created and incorporated intogonotional materials and branded merchandise distributed to
participating producers.

To facilitate the implementation of the label, MNP and WWF launched a dedicated training program
covering key themes such as Apennine bear biology, damage prevention measures, local agricultural
practices, organic farming, and the management of the nafipes mellifera ligusticdee species. Four
thematic seminars were held, culminating in the certification of 27 producers by the end of 2023.

The dissemination of the Be&riendly label was structured around a twejpeint promotional plan, ce
developed with producers during a participatory workshop. By the end of the project, eight of the twelve
actions had been successfully implemented, iditlg participation in higiprofile events, the creation of
brochures and educational materials, and the distribution of promotional items.

Action C10 was successfully completed in both countries, having achieved its stated objectives, delivered
all planned activities, and secured substantial engagement from local communities. In Greece, the adoption
2F GKS yIYS Gwo{tONBYIUWWNKBPLSRIRGRNSAAWVESA RAA02YYdzyA
projection as a tool of national relevance. In Italy, the localized integration of themB#grdly scheme and
GKS 1 OGAGS Ay@2t dSYSyd 2F LINE RdzOSdgiima&y a dzZNSR G KS f

The increasedlevel of interest demonstrated by producers and consumers alike in both countries
underscores the fact that the label is not merely a tool for marketing visibility, but a sustainable certification
platform rooted in ecological responsibility, stakeholdartipation, and humagwildlife coexistence. The
outcomes of Action suggest strong potential for leéegm continuity and upscaling of both labels beyond
the duration of the LIFE ARCPROM project.
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RIASSUNTO

[ TA2yS /mn RSt LINR3ISGG2 [LC9 !w/twha & &adlal C
aAaiSYr RA SGAOKSGGFGdzZNFY LISNJ LINPR2GGA S &ASNBAT A OK!
coesistenza trauomo e orsoin &e OF NI GGSNRTTFGS RI FNBILjdzSyidA AydSNII
DNBOALF OKS Ay LGFfAFY NAALS(UrdugarcoS y 8 S| O g2 NA F SrelRINzS §
arctos marsicanys Sebbene parallele per ambito®A Y f AGL X S RdzS &a0NFG§S3IAS
a LIS OA T A-€xandmicheie2ambiéntali di ciascun contesto. Attraverso la collaborazione tra enti scientifici e
3SaldA2ylIEAY At O2Ay @2t 3AYSY (2 HizdstraeicoRiStumedil @gralizisang N
a0Fr 4GS ONBIGS RdzS SGAOKSGGS RAAGAYUGSNNEYRRYLX BYSYiht N

Ly DNBOALFXYT tQ!TA2yS /wmn & &aidlrdalr AYLXESYSyidlrdl vyS.
LINBLI NI G2NRAIF X 8§ SYSNAESa I DSR2A IR Iy 208AS M BBIBA GESREHIRS At
ampio della tutela della fauna e@t G A OF S RSttt O0A2RAGSNREAAGEL ySt &dz
RSY2YAYIT A2¢Bira@uoyitior/ ¢LISNI t+ t NeGST A2yS RSttt CIdzl
OKAIFNBTTIFEZ O2YLINBY aA o kdmunicazioneyia @mNigdndurhaoy ¢hé cdn i frodiitiord Quieskad
AGNIGSIAL RA ONIXYRAY3A KIF YANI G2 F LRGSYTAFNB fI NRO
e favorirne la diffusione su scala nazionale.
[ QSGAOKSGGOlF wo{t9o/¢ a&aA ol al &dz aSA LAfFAGNR F2yRIYS
riduzione dei rifiuti, conservazione degli habitat, limitazidR& t £ Qdza2 RA &d2aidl yT1 S OKAY,
disturbo alla fauna selvatica e sensibilizzazione ambientale dei consumatori.
Lt LINRPOSaaz2z RA OSNIATAOIT A2yS wwrésSestldbkligr2chelfunde N& @faNE 2
informativo e sistema interattivo per la presentazione e gestione delle domande. Il sito include una descrizion
RSGGFIE AL GF RSEfQSGAOKSGOHlIT ONRGSNR RA |aasS3aylriazy:
domt yRI 2yfAYyS S dzy araidSylF RA LINBaAStSTAz2yS ldziz2Yl i
presentazione della documentazione richiesta, una visita in loco e la decisione finale di assegnazione. | sogg
certificati ricevono un Certifidca2 RA [/ 2y F2N¥AGLE QFf AR2 LISNI 0NB Fyya
RStfQSGAOKSGGl o

[ QAYLX SYSy (Gl TA2yS & adGrkdl +FO0O02YLN AyFiGr RFE aSYAy
GSYFGAOKS 2NBIYATTFGS ySA GNB t I NOKA blTA2yFEtAT O2:
oA2f 23aA0I S dedef faCanbaghaldizddmdzioBe hé incluso la partecipazione a fiere nazionali
internazionali (tra cui la Fiera Internazionale di Salonicco), la produzione di materiali informativi e promozional
comunicati stampa, la gestione di una pagina Facebodlicdta, presentazioni scientifiche e la pubblicazione di un
articolo su una rivista peed B A Sg SR 1t £ O2y Ot dzaAz2yS RSttt QlFITA2yS:
Nazionale del Pindo, 5 nel Parco della Catena dei Rodopi e 4 nel Parcoatge P
Ly LGFEAFYT tQ'TA2YyS /mn & &adFdGlF AYLXSYSydGlrdlr yS

RSttt QSIACRNEBYIRE @ ESF MIALIANF GF FA NRadzZ GF GA BcBriomhiche d i 2 y
conflitti trauomoeorsd f A@Stt2 t20FfSd [ QlylFrfAadA KIFI ARSYGAFAOI
LISNJ Af f2NRB RdzZLJX AOS Nlzz2ft2 yStftl YAGAIITAZ2YyS RSA Oz2y
Lt NB3I2fFYSyd2 RStfQSGAOKSOGlr § adlridz2 Stro2Nl G2 YSR
del personale del MNP, di WWEF lItalia e dei portatori di interesse, attraverso seminari pubblici e consultazioni apert
[ QA RSy (RSittf BWGEAMAKSG G § adkdr LINRPISGOF G LISNI 3N yh
O2y iSYLR dzy F2NIuS tS3ryS 02y Af ON}YR [LC9 !w/twha
cromatica a sei colori, utilizzatper la produzione di materiali promozionali e gadget destinati ai produttori
partecipanti.



http://www.respect-label.gr/

t SNJ AF NI YGANB dzy QF LILX AOFTA2yS STFFAOFOS:E Af abt § 22
fl oA2f23Al RSEfQ2NR2 YINBRAOIY23 YAadaNBE RA LINB@SyI
3SaGA2YyS RStApiQindlifera ligusiicg. San@ sfati realizzati quattro seminari tematici e, entro la fine del
2023, sono stati certificati 27 produttori.

[ aGNF G§S3aALF RA LINPOHASZRGSE REXf OSHNIODKSAG (1 Sk W c
progettato con i produttori durante un laboratorio partecipativo. Alla chiusura del progetto, otto delle dodici azioni
LINS @A &GS S dtlugfe? inclge 1a partécipaziSne a eventi di rilievo, la produzione di brochure e materiali
informativi, e la distribuzione di gadget promozionali.

[ Q' TA2yS /mn aA §&§ O2yOfdzal O2y LMASy2 &dz00Saaz i
LINBFA&GALFGAS NBFEATTEFG2 GdzidS €S FGGAGAGEL LINBOGAAGS
O2Ydzy At € 2GlHt AEOSEYi I DNSSGAIIYE2YS aw9{t9/ ¢é& &AA & NG
O2YdzyAOF GAGF RSttt QSGAOKSGGLr S 1 &adzZZ LINBAST A2y Stol
RANBGG2 RSA LINPRdzl ( BePCNKISYR2 8 8B @z 2 A & 0 NEz2NBKA 2 BIASY !
legittimato.

Lt F2NIS AyiSNBaaS RAY2alGNl G2 RI LINRPRdAzid2NR S O¢2
costituisca soltanto uno strumento promozionale, ma rappresenti una piattaforma sostenibile di coesistenza
OSNIATAOITAZ2YS DI NBDFYY DI20//OINBIIS SINRAAIBN G A S RA 02y
del progetto LIFE ARCPROM.



Introduction

The main objective of Action C10 is to promote hurb@arcoexistence through the development of a
tool that highlights and valorises specific products and/or services, acknowledging their contribution to bear
O2yaSNIIFGA2Y FYR g NRAY3I (KENASKRIBAEAGAGOOBOEKSY
such an action required a thorough understanding of the secimnomic context, the potential causes of
humanbear conflict, and the perception of bears by local communities. These aspects were explored during
the implementation of Action A3, both in Gree by the University of Thessaly team, and in ltaly by WWF
staff, in collaboration with personnel from Majella National Park (MNP).

Additionally, within the framework of Action A3, a comprehensive review was conducted on the
implementation of similar labelling schemes in other regions where brown bears are present, with the aim
of identifying good practices that could be replicated;liing examples from other LIFE projects. This
AYy@SatAaalaAazy SR (G2 (62 LHASYRYRAYyDEXNIFANAINTE & T
successfully implemented to date in Central Italy; and secondly, that in Greece, a similar initiathheaedhs
under development as part of the LIFE AMYBEAR project.

Moreover, the stakeholder analysis carried out during Action A3 in both countries identified beekeepers
as the primary target group, as they are among those most economically impacted bielz¢ad damages.
In Italy, in contrast to Greece, livestock fara experience fewer damages from bears and are traditionally
more closely associated with wolf depredation. Consequently, they were not considered a priority target
group for Action C10.

CKS ylfeara ¢ fFartidulrl itsaoklaNDiagshplspedes and indicator of ecosystem
healtht led the project teams from the University of Thessaly, MNP, and WWF to adopt an innovative
approach for the BeaFriendly label. It was therefordecided that the label should be awarded not only to
stakeholders contributing to bear conservation through conflict mitigation, but also to those supporting
conservation through the preservation of bear habitats. This ecosybi@sed approach resulted itne
ARSYOGAFAOIGAZ2Y 2F FTFENXYSNR a | aSO2yR (Se& GFNBSI
expanded to include hospitality providers and ecotourism businesses.

The following sections describe the pathway that led to the establishment and implementation of the

BearFriendly label, the key characteristics of the scheme, and future perspectives for its development and
expansion.
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Greece

The establishment of the "RESPECT" Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection label

An initial and significant finding concerning the establishment and implementation @abe~riendlylabel in
Greece was the notable interest demonstrated by local producers and communities in joining the scheme, motivate
by the potential to derive added value from their coexistence with the brown bear (Ursus arctos). This observatio
informed a criticé strategic decision that substantially shaped the subsequent design and deployment of the
initiative. The University of Thessaly, in collaboration whith environmental NGO Callisto and the staff of the
Management Authorities of the three National Parks participating in the project, opted to extend implementation
across all three Parks. This inclusive approach aimed to mitigate potential perceptionfeofmial treatment or
local tensions that could arise from restricting the intervention to a single protected area.

A second salient observation concerned the lack of a nationally recognized label in Greece specifically dedicat
to the protection of wildlife and biodiversityparticularly one that could be affixed to certified products and services
as an endorsement anvironmentally responsible practices. Consultations with the national certification authority
for agricultural and animal products confirmed that existing Greek regulatory frameworks focus predominantly or
product safety and quality, without accountingr filhe environmental externalities associated with production. In
response to this regulatory gap, tBearFriendlylabel was conceptually expanded to reach a broader audience and
SESNI 3aANBIGSNI AyFtdzsSyO0S 2y G(KS ylriA2ylt YIENySGo ¢
Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label. The overarching rationalhf®shift was to stimulate policy discourse
and institutional engagement, thereby facilitating the gradual integration of such a labehiatbroader national
certification architecture.

Moreover, esuring the longerm viability of the label at the national leweparticularly in the postIFE
programme context was identified as a fundamental requirement from the outset. Drawing on lessons learned
from similar interventions, notably within the conteaf previous LIFEinded projects (e.g., LIFE AMYBEAR), it was
concluded that the design of the label must ensure applicability and scalability across all regions in Greece whe
brown bear populations are extant. This consideration also guide@xtension of project activities to encompass
virtually all areas of the country where suitable bear habitats are confirmed, as well as regions characterized k
recurrent humaiglarge carnivore conflist including both brown bears and grey wolves

The conceptual and visual design of the RESPECT label was guided by the need for semantic clarity and immec
recognizability by the end consumer. Accordingly, the Brown Bedely regarded as a flagship species for
biodiversity conservationwas retainR I a (GKS OSYyGNIf &aedvyozf sAGKAY (K
intended to be applied: (a) on product packaging for goods meeting the established certification standards; and (l
in printed or digital promotional materials, or signage displayitiin business premises, as a formal attestation of
environmental compliance.

The development process further entailed the formulationafp I 6 St | awvBichayistghegicdllyFoéitines
all procedural and technical requirements for appropriate label deployment. This document serves as a critice
reference tool for interested enterprises. In addition, a comprehengive I 6 St | & Swaw &atedf I | .

delineating the governance structure and operational conditions for the management and application of the Wildlife
and Biodiversity Protection Label. This regulation specifiesdirag under which the label may be displayed on
packaging, promotional materials, and advertising for awarded products and services. It also provides detaile
guidance on the obligations of the Awarding Body, as well as the responsibilities of certieorises in relation

to the correct use and communication of the label.
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Figurel. TheBearFriendly'RESPECTabelLogo

TheBearFriendly'RESPECITnformative and Submission Requests Website

The implementation of th&earFriendlyRESPEQTRabel across the three National Parks involved in the
programme in Greece revealed the need for a permanent, structured channel of communication with local
producers and entrepreneurs operating within the intervention zones. These stakeholders freqsenglt
clarifications regarding the rationale, scope, and procedural requirements of the Label, and in several case
expressed confusion @cepticisnconcerning its eligibility conditions and overall purpose.

During preparatory stakeholdeconsultations conducted within the framework of Action A3, multiple
participants raised concerns related to potential bias and a lack of transparency in the awarding process. Speci
emphasis was placed on the importance of publishing, in an accessibl@@mmuntable manner, both the
eligibility criteria and the procedural framework governing the allocation of the Label. The aim was to ensure
equal access, clarity of expectations, and procedural integrity for all potential beneficiaries.

In response to these findings, the project team at thEHdeveloped a dedicated online platform designed
to serve as the official information and coordination hub for the RESPECT(tit&hékespect-label.gr)). This
platform was conceived not only as a repository of institutional documentation but also as an interactive tool to
support transparency, facilitate stakeholder participation, and enhance procedural efficiency. The website
includes the following corectnponents:

1. A detailed presentation of thBearFriendlyYRESPEQT@bel's objectives, as well as a clear definition of the
eligible producer and business categories to which the Label may be awarded.
2. An official registry of certified stakeholdettsat have been formally granted the Label and are authorized to
legally display it on their product labels and promotional materials
3. A comprehensive outline of the certification criteria, as stipulated in the Specification Manual issued by the
UTH which serves as the technical and regulatory foundation of the awarding process.
4. A stepby-step overview of the awarding procedure, comprising:

0] Registration of the enterprise within the custom Information System developed for the programme;

12


http://respect-label.gr/

(i) Submission of an application form, completion of the specificatiompliance questionnaire, and
upload of all supporting documentation required for technical evaluation;

(iii) Deskbased review of the submitted materials by the University of Thessaly, including a structured
scoring of compliance with each criterion;

(iv) Onsite verification through a scheduled audit visit to the business premises;

(V) Issuance of a formal awarding decision, including an official Certificate (Figure XX) authorizing the us
of the Label on certified products and services;

(vi) Execution of a Consent Statement by the applicant, confirming their agreement to undergo periodic
compliance monitoring by the University of Thessaly.

5. A digital repository of all official documentation, including the authorized use of the Label and its
accompanying indication across certified products sedsices

6. A dynamic news and updates section, providing timely information on outreach events, public awarenes:
activities, and promotional efforts related to the Label and its certified users.

7. Anintegrated communication interface, enablimgpspective applicants and other interested stakeholders to
contact the project implementation team directly for support, clarification, or additional information.

Furthermore, the platform offers the capability for direct application submission, whereby interested parties
may complete the required forms and upload relevant evidence in digital format, thus initiating the formal
evaluation process. This feature isénted to streamline procedures and ensure equal, efficient access to the
certification mechanism for all eligible stakeholders.

Eligibility Requirements and Award Criteria for BearFriendyd w9 { t 9/ ¢ € [ | O

The award criteria for the RESPECT Label were structured around six core domains of environmen
sustainability: resource efficiency, waste minimization, habitat conservation, reduced use of harmful chemicals
avoidance of disruptive interventions in wifd, and consumer environmental awareness.

More specifically, the sustainable use of materials and energy was identifiedcamdational strategy for
reducing the ecological footprint of human activities. Emphasis was placed on improving energy and materi
efficiency and fostering the transition to renewable energy sources. Simultaneously, waste reduction and soun
waste managmentt through recycling and the adoption of circular economy principlere considered crucial
for the efficient use of natural resources and for minimizing environmental degradation.

Habitat protection emerged as a critical criterion, recognizing that the preservation of natural ecosystems i
indispensable for ensuring the survival and vieling of wildlife and for maintaining biodiversity. Similarly, limiting
or eliminating the usefoenvironmentally harmful chemicals was deemed essential to avoid pollution of sail, air, and
water resources. The avoidance of invasive or harmful interventions in wildlife populations was also defined as
prerequisite for maintaining ecological balarared preventing ecosystem decline.

Lastly, the implementation of public outreach and education activities aimed at raising awareness regarding th
environmental implications of consumption choices was considered a significant factor in enhancing environment:
literacy and promoting sustaiide consumer behaviour.

Assessment Process and Evaluation Mechanism

Through the dedicated digital platform, each interested producer or business operator is invited to complete &
structured se- 34 SaavYSyid jdSadAz2yylrANBI gKAOK F20dzaSa 2y
wildlife and ecological impacthe design of the questionnaire reflects the extensive scientific expertise offtHe U
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in the field of wildlife and biodiversity conservation, as well as insights gained through consultations with loca
producers and entrepreneurs from the three participating National Parks.

The award requirements are broadly divided into two distinct categories:

Binaryresponse questionéres/No): These establish the fundamental preconditions for eligibility and determine
whether the application will proceed to an aite inspection. Negative or insufficiently justified responses in this
section result in automatic disqualification.

Scoredresponse guestionsThese relate to the specific measures adopted by the enterprise to protect wildlife
and reduce its environmental footprint. Each selected answer corresponds to a numerical value, which contribute
to the final cumulative score used in the overall evaluat

Upon submission of the questionnaire and supporting documentation, applicants receive an automatec
preliminary notification indicating whether their application has been initially accepted or deemedamopliant
with one or more critical requirements.

Onsite Verification and\warding

Beyondhe digital submission, the process includes arsib@ audit scheduled in consultation with the applicant.
During this visit, the project team from the University of Thessaly verifies the information submitted in the
application and conducts a brief imtéew with the producer or business operator. This interaction also serves to
FaaSaa GKS FLILX AOFIydQa gAftftAydySaa (G2 LINRPGARS RI
initiative through performance indicators.

OYUSNILINAR&SE F2dzyR 2 06S Ay Fdzdt O2YLAXAIYyOS gAlGK
valid for a period of three years, and are formally registered in the RESEli&DTe.

Key Specification Criterig ORESPEET [

Implementationof environmentalprotection measuresand prohibition of practicesthat degrade pollute,
or contaminate the natural ecosystem,e.g. waste recycling, use of alternative energy sources,
establishmenbf vegetativebuffer zonesconservatiorof biodiversityin surroundingareas

Applicationof sustainablesoilmanagemenbr restorationpractices

Prohibitionof the useof GeneticallyModified Organismsjncludinggeneticallyengineeredplant varieties
or hybrids

Prohibition of the use of highly toxic or synthetic pestic

Restrictionn huntingor intentional killing of wild animals

Implementationof sustainablevater managemenpractices

Requirementdo avoid interferencewith wildlife feeding,reproduction, mating, or generaldisturbance
(e.g.installationof wildlife-proof wastebins)

Maintenance or restoration of wildlife corridc

Measuredo preventdisturbanceto wild fauna
(e.g.avoidanceof road constructionin criticalwintering habitats)

Installation of alert systems and preventive measures in the event of wildlife encol

14
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Trainingof the BearFriendy? Qw9 { t 9/ ¢ QQ [ 6St . SYySTAO]

Due to travel restrictions imposed to mitigate the spread of CEM@l0he initial engagement with producers
and business owners was conducted remotely, primarily through phone calls and video conferencing. Publ
information meetings became possible atager stage, once the RESPECT Label had entered its implementation
phase and the online application platform had been developed and activated. These meetings served to present tt
application process, explain the scoring system and verification procedunreés)arify how the Label could be used
by producers and enterprises operating within the three National PBxlksng these workshopsparticipantswere
also invited to submit suggestions for improvements to the Label Specification, such as the addition, removal, «
modification of specific requirements. These proposals were reviewed and, where appropriate, incorporated by th
University of Thessaly.

In addition to presenting the RESPECT Label, each session included an educational lecture. These were deliv
by specialists such as veterinarians with expertise in beekeeping or agronomists experienced in organic prodt
certification and control, proding practical knowledge to support sustainable practidésither information
regarding the topics and presentations of the workshops has already been provided in the rele@iitA 2 y ¢
deliverable(C10. Minutes of at least 2 Seminars and 2 Workshopsapgcipant)

Tablel. Training and AwarenedRaising Seminars for Producers and Business Operators within the 3 National Parks

WHENANDWHERE |PARTICIPANTTOPICS OUTCOME

Briefpresentation of the core objectives ¢
the LIFE ARCPROM projedth emphasis
on humartwildlife coexistence and
biodiversity protection.

Saturday, Detailedexplanation of the RESPECT L3
September 30 framework including its rationale,
2023 minimum eligibility criteria, and theg Candidate stakeholders
application, evaluation, and certificatio| initiated the application
W Q IP¢dha : ,
/2y TSNBY O 7 process, as managed through th process for inclusion
dedicated online platform developed b| under the RESPE(C
Municipality of Zagor the UTH. Label."
N. Pindos National
Park Specializedecture on common apicultura

diseasesnd guidelines for the sustainabl
management of beehives and apiarig
aligned with principles of wildlife
conservation and environmentg
responsibility.
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Wednesady,
April 10, 2024

village of Monodendri

Discussion of operational issueg
encountered with the RESPECT dig
platform, along with stakeholdedriven

Organic product
producers were
recognized as eligible

local coffee shop 1 INeLRarta  Fa2N) §g( Peneficiaries under the
S _ applicability to a broader range of primat R_ES,PEC_T W|Id||fe_ al
Municipality of Zagori producers beyond beekeepers. Biodiversity Protection
N. Pindos National Pa Label."
Brief presentation of the core objectives
the LIFE ARCPROM project, with emp
on humargwildlife  coexistence ar
biodiversity protection.
Detailed explanation of the RESPECT
Monday, framework, including its rationale, minimt .
July 20, 2023, eligibility criteria, and the applicatio Candidate stakeholder;
: R initiated the application
wa ff 2F Y 12 evaluation, and certlflcatlon_ process, process for inclusion
Municipality of Paranes managed through the dedicated onl under the RESPEC
Rhodope National Par platform developed by the UTH. Label.”
Specialized lecture on common apicult
diseases and guidelines for the sustain
management of beehives and apiar
aligned with  principles of  wildli
conservation and environmen
responsibility.
Thursday, .
April 4, 2024, Discussion  of  operational  issug [())rrg(;:luncl:c;rs pr%ggrcet
YNRSssos Hot€d Q encountered with the RESPECT dig 1ocqgnized as eligibld
(Respect Label 22 platform, along with stgkeholdedrlyep‘ beneficiaries under the
beneficiary) proposals for -expanding thet F 0 ¥ pecpe 1 \yigiite af
applicability to a broader range of primar =~ , ,
Municipality of Paranes producers beyond beekeepers. E{';l’;z;’frs'ty Protection
Rhodope National Par '
Bean producers werg
Thursday, iden'tified as
April 11, 2024 Discussion  of  operational issug Particularly vulnerable
encountered with the RESPECT dig| to bearrelated
village of Lefkonas o5 platform, along with stakeholdedriven | damages and were

local coffee shop

Municipalityof Prespa
Prespa National Park

LINBLR&aFta F2NJ SEL
applicability to a broader range of primat
producers beyond beekeepers.

subsequently enrolled
under the RESPE(C
Wildlife and
Biodiversity Protection
Label."
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Picturel. Public presentation of thBearFriendWRESPEQTabel held at theillage of Kto Tholos, Rhodope Mountain Range N

An additional capacitpuilding seminar was conducted within the framework of the project, taking place during
the final conference, held in Larissa from 26 to 28 February 2025. The seminar was specifically designed for b
Greek and ltalian beneficiarie$ the BearFriendly] 6 St ' yR ¢l & GAGE SR dal N} SGA
for Promoting WildlifeCNA Sy Rf @ t NP RdzO(la | yR { SNIAOSa ¢

The session was facilitated by two faculty members from the University of Patras, who delivered structurec
presentations on marketing strategy development and consumer behaviour, with particular emphasis on visito
attitudes toward products and services originating from ecologically sensitive regions.

Following the seminar, a series of bilateral consultations were held with individual producers. Theseanse
sessions focused on tailored guidance regarding the packaging and branding of their products, in alignment with tt
principles of wildlifefriendly certification.
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The establishment of the RESPECT Label and its dissemination to a wider public audience necessarily required
implementation of a coordinated outreach and communication strategy.

In this context, the I aandertook a series of targeted dissemination and promotional actions, including:

1. Public presentations of the RESPECT Label duringampess events aimed at engaging local communities
stakeholdersand potential beneficiaries

2. Publication of presgeleases, which were disseminated through national and regional online news outlets to
raise awareness among the broader public.

3. Presentation of the RESPECT Label at an international thematic conference, highlighting its contribution 1
coexistence with wildlifand substantiable development

4. Authorship and publication of a peeeviewed article discussing the design, rationale, angact of the
RESPECT Label in a relevant scientific journal.

5. Production of a short informational and promotional video, introducing RESPECQTI 6 St Q&4 2062 S
key features in a format accessible to the general public.

6. Design and distribution of an informational brochure, shared at various events related to wildlife and
environmental conservatian

7. Creation and ongoing maintenance of an official Facebook page, serving as the primary digital communicatic
channel for updates, announcements, and public engagement concerning the Label.

8. Organization of a twalay exhibition showcasing all certified products bearing the RESPECT Label, held durir
0 KS LINGBaBBneiezé.

9. Production and distribution of promotional materials, including brandethifts, placematsspusplat), rol-
up banners, display signs featuring RESPEQTF 6 Sf Qa f 232> | yR 20KSNJ gAaA

Thefirst public event at which the RESPECT Label was formally presented as an innovation developed unc
the LIFE ARCPROM project was theRo & SEKAOAGA2Y GLbbh+9b¢ HawiDsé
February 2024. This annual event is hosted by theldhd serves as a platform for the dissemination of research
outcomes, technological advancements, and applied innovations developed across its academic departments. T
initiative aims to foster knowledge transfer and engagement between the univeaisitlylocal stakeholders,
including representatives of the private sector, public authorities, and civil society.

Within this framework, the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label was introduced as a no
certification tool that promotes environmentally responsible practices among producers operating in areas of higt
ecological value. The presentation ehgsized the label's objectives, core eligibility criteria, and its relevance
within the broader context of humagwildlife coexistence, particularly in regions hosting large carnivore
populations such as the brown bear.

A key moment during the event was the unveiling of two certified honey produitis first to officially carry
the RESPECT Label. These products were developed by beekeepers operating within the administrat
02dzy RI NASa 2F (62 2 7FsighiikEhSphokecat ardad: #hé Nogherm PiadasiNatlorfal Park
and the Prespa National Park. Their participation in the scheme served as a tangible example of how tradition
rural production can align with biodiversity conservation goals.

In parallel, the first official press release related to the RESPECT Label was published and distributed to lo
and national media outlets
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Picture2. Members of the Uinfoject team showcasing the first WdRESPECTRbelled honey products at the public innovation event
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Thesecondevent during which the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label was publicly presente
took place in the form of an opeair gathering centered on mushroom identification and responsible foraging
practices. The event was held on 14 April 202thévillage of Neochori, situated near Lake Plastiras, in a-semi
mountainous region of Central Greece that is officially recognized as suitable habitat for the brow(t isesr
arctos).This thematic event attracted a diverse audience, inclgdibcal residents, nature enthusiasts, producers,
and representatives of environmental organizations. While the primary focus was on environmental educatior
and sustainable interaction with forest ecosystems, the project team used the opportunity talirteothe
RESPECT Label to a broader audience beyond the immediate scope of the LIFE ARCPROM implementation a

Picture3. Discussion with local producers and community representatives during the Mushroom Festival.
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As part of the informal stakeholder engagement activities that followed the main program, several producers
from areas not included in thariginal geographical scope of the project expressed interest in joining the RESPEC
certification scheme. These inquiries marked the first documented expression of interest in expanding the
applicability of the Label beyond the three designated Natioraak® (Northern Pindos, Rhodope Mountain
Range,and Prespd).2 6 SOSNE | FUSNI AYGSNYy I+t O2yadZ GFdAz2zy | yR
team, it was decided that the expansion of the Label would not proceed at that stage. Priorityweastai
ensuring robust implementation, followp, and visibility within the original project areas, where huiqaitdlife
coexistence challenges are both ecologically significant and politically sensitive. The decision underscored tl
project's commitment o fulfilling its contractual obligations under the LIFE framework and maintaining focus on
the areas where brown bear populations and related conservation pressures are most concentrated
Nevertheless, the discussions initiated during this event providddable insights into the growing interest
among producers outside the core project areas and demonstrated the potential for future scalability and
nationatlevel implementation of the RESPECT Label, should the institutional framework and supporting
mechansms allow for such an expansion in the ppstject phase.

Thethird high-profile public event during which the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label wa
LINEY2GSR ¢6l&d (GKS ¢KSaalrft2yAlA LYOGSNYFGA2YIlf CI AN
most emblematic national exhibitions, TIF serassa central hub for the presentation of innovative products,
services, and researdfriven initiatives, drawing participation from both domestic and international
stakeholders. With tens of thousands of visitors annaalhcluding representative of the government, private
sector, academia, and civil societY¥IF offers an unparalleled platform for outreach and communication of
project outcomes to a wide and diverse audience.

¢CKS LI NGAOALI GA2Y 2F GKS w9{t9/ ¢ [0St Ay ¢LC Hn
and stakeholder engagement strategy. The presence of the Label at this major event contributed to raisin
awareness of its core objectives, nalythe promotion of environmentally responsible production practices and
the reinforcement of coexistence between humans and large carnivores in protected areas.

¢ KNRdzAK2dzi (KS SEKAOAGAZYS ydzYSNRdzda aidl | SK2tf RSNEH
foundation, the application and evaluation process, and its potential to add value to local products and service
originating from ecologically sensi regions. Particular attention was given to the alignment of the RESPECT
Label with European and national sustainability policies, including biodiversity conservation targets, rura
development strategies, and circular economy principles.

To ensure continuous and visible communication throughout the fair, a dedicated audiovisual presentatior
was developed and displayed on large digital screens across the exhibition space. The presentation featured re
life examples of RESPEsETtified praducerg primarily from the three participating National Parks (Northern
Pindos, Rhodope Mountain Range, and Prespap ¢ Sff & 1S@& YSaal3Sa | 62dz
sustainable development of rural and protected areas. This visual materiadsass/both an informative and
promotional tool, enhancing the visibility of the label and increasing recognition among both institutional and
consumer audiences.

Additionally, the participation in TIF provided an opportunity for direct networking and consultation with
representatives from ministries, environmental NGOs, producer associations, and certification bodies. Thes
interactions are expected to inform theedign of future steps toward the institutional integration and potential
national scalingup of the RESPECT Label after the conclusion of the LIFE ARCPROM project.
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Picture 4 Professor Charalambdllinis presenting the objectives and framework of 1
RESPECT Label to Ms. Zetta Makri, Deputy Minister of Education and Religious Affairs.

TENENTZTHMPO!

t AOGdNNE co® tNBa
- DSNYI y2a¢ DdzSa i
Picture 5. RESPECT Label promotional m beneficiary of the RESPE&He!.
displayed on exhibition screens during

Thessaloniki International Fair.
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Following its presence at major national exhibitions, the RESPECTvhalad$o presented at a regiordavel
thematic event organized by the Development Agency of the Municipality of Trikala, held on 21 November 2024
¢tKS S@Syid T2 0dza SBodPrgdudiskr@l Lacd Sast®norny a3 Rilfars for Tourism Attractibn an
{dzaldl Ayl ofS wdzNIt 5S@St2LSydés FyR oNRdzZAKG (23S
marketing, local governance, and environmental management.

Within this context, the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label was introduced as a pioneeri
initiative, demonstrating how environmental conservation can be effectively linked with local economic
development and the promotion of territoriadientity. The presentation emphasized the innovative nature of the
Label as a tool that enables producers operating in ecologically sensitiva aeels as national parks and bear
habitatst to gain visibility and recognition for their environmentally respblespractices.

The project team from the THpresented the conceptual basis, certification process, and expected benefits
of the RESPECT Label, highlighting its relevance to contemporary market trends, including the growing consun
demand for sustainable, wildlifiendly, and origircertified praducts. Special attention was paid to the synergy
between conservation values and gastronomic heritage, demonstrating how protected products can
contribute to both environmental goals and rural branding strategies.

The participation of the RESPECT Label in this event also served to strengthen horizontal links with regiol
development actors, opening up new discussions on the integration of the Label into broader local tourism an
marketing plans. As such, this eveontributed not only to the dissemination of the RESPECT Label at the regional
level but also to the strategic dialogue around its potential institutional embedding in futuréoagliand tourism
development policies.
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ThereaftertK S w9 {t 9/ ¢ [0St 61 a& LINBaAaSYyiSR RdzZNAy3a (KS ¢
2025. This annual innovation fair, hostedtbg University of Thessaly, provides a platform for showcasing applied
research, technological advancement, and academidtustry collaboration.

During the event, the project team delivered a detailed update on the progress made dievkopment and
implementation of the RESPECT Label, including key achievements, lessons learned, and planned next steps.
presentation focused on both the operational aspectich as certification procedures and digital
infrastructuret and the broader impacts of the bhal in terms of stakeholder engagement, environmental
awareness, and sustainable rural developmdiiite event provided a valuable opportunity toeagage with the
20t O2YYdzyAide FyR SyidNBLNSYy S dzNdkus 6n biSdhersingpioieion and NS
the promotion of highquality, placebased products originating from protected areas.

Picture 8 Presentation of the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label to the Minister of Digital Governance

CAYylLffteés Rd2NAYy3I GKS LINRPOSSRAy3dIa 2F GKS LINRB2SOGQ
Label and currently available on the Greek market were displayeparallel, visual presentations highlighted
K2GStf dzyAda FyR 20KSN) odzaAySaasSa 2FFAOALFff & -welO23
application across multiple sectors, includamyifood, hospitality, and sustainable tourism.
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Online news media were also used to promote the RESPECT Label, as each major development was cove
by a wide range of press outlets.

o . . . - . . .
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Picturel0. Excerpts from press releases and media publications issued to support the promotiorBefakeriendlydRESPEQIbel
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The conceptual approach, preliminary outcomes, and future merits of the Action were presented during the
proceedings of the 11th International Conference on Environmental Management, Engineering, Planning an
Economics (CEMEPE), held from 16 to 20 Juné. 202. Spentzou, a member of the project team from the
' YAGSNBRAGE 2F ¢KSaalfesxs RSEtAGSNBR | LINBaSyidlrdAazy
LYF2NXIGAZ2Y {@ailiSY F2NI2AfREATS | yR .nbalircH BeSaidgndled) &
methodological framework, and key features of the information system developed to support the award process
of the RESPECT Label.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Thursday, June 20, 2024 | Day5

ROOM A
Global climate change Il

Chairs: G. Adamos, A. Baldoni
09:15-09:30 | Fvaluating coastal inundation in a climate change scenario: the case of the Marche Region.
A.Baldoni, F.Marini, L.Melito, C.Lorenzoni and M.Brocchini
09:30-09:45 | Empowering environmental conservation by designing an information system for wildlife and biodiversity protection label award.
M. Spentzou, E. Chatzopoulou, P. Argyraki, A. Giannakopoulos, D.C. Chatzopoulos, A. Economou, C. Laspidou and C. Billinis
09:45-10:00 | Citizen science approach to create a biodiversity observatory through the MINKA platform for the Athens metropolitan area.
A.E. loannou, E. Hatzieleftheriou, K. Ntai, C. Laspidou
10:00-10:15 | An Improved FB-Prophet Model for Wheat Production Forecasting in Turkey
i. Bereketli, T. Ozcan and A. Kemal Konyaloglu

Special session: NexusNet-COST action network on Water-Energy-Food Nexus

Chairs: C. Laspidou, D. Kassiteropoulou

10:15-10:30 | Advancing organizational aspects of WEFE Nexus policy implementation: a particular need for developing countries.
5. Zivkovic, T. Radjenovic, D. Vasovic, 2. Vranjanac and 2. Radjenovic

10:30-10:45 | Comparative analysis of WEF Index in Western Balkan countries and EU developed countries: WEF indicators applicability to public utilities.
Z. Vranjanac, Z. Radjenovic, D. Vasovi¢, . Zivkovi¢ and T. Radjenovic

10:45-11:00 | A system dynamics model to assess the Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystems nexus at transboundary river basin level.

N. Mellios, |. Kourtis, M.P. Papadopoulou, V.A. Tsihrintzis and C. Laspidou

11:00-11:15 | Exploring the water, energy, food, transport and health Nexus approach to enhance biodiversity resilience under climate change-the pilot case study of Greece.
A. E.loannou, D. Kasiteropoulou, K. Ziliaskopoulos, C. Laspidou

11:15-11:30 | WEF nexus sustainability indicators at urban scale: a systematic review.

B. Feizollahbeigi, L. P. Dias, J. Seixas

11:30-11:45 | Assessment and mitigation of uncertainty in modelling regional resilience against climate change.

D. Kofinas, M. Drews, R. Ludwig, C. Moujan, |. La Jeunesse, G. Papangelis, K. Ziliaskopoulos, E. Athanasopoulou, N. Votsi, N. Cruz Perez, Juan C. Santamarta, C.
Adamos, D. Kassiteropoulou, 5. Mimis and C. Laspidou

11:45-12:00 | The Integration of NbSs in NDCs: towards an Evidence-based Assessment Framework at the EU Level.

G. Tseva, A. Spyropoulou, A. Vion Loisel and C. Laspidou

Figure4. nxcerpt is taken from the officiprogramof the 11th International Conference on Environmental Management, Engineering,
Planning and Economics, where the RESPECT Label presentation was scheduled.

Likewise, the conceptual approach and the strategic significance of the RESPECT Label in the context
environmental marketing and consumer awareness were published in therpe®wed journal” Journal of
Infrastructure, Policy and Developmentt KS | NI A Of S5 Sy GdAdf SR a45S@St 2 LIV
and Biodiversity Protection Edol 6 St Y ¢KS Ww9{t 9/ ¢ Q L yckrifidation ik i@FSencing S E |
environmentally responsible consumer behavior and highlights trsigdeard deployment of theBearFriendly
WESPEQI@bel as a case study of applied environmental policy innovation.

Furthermore, a promotional video developed by the UTH project team
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_LA3aNH?7xplayed a pivotal role in communicating the purpose and
added value of the Bedfriendly labelling initiative. The video served as an accessible and engaging
communication tool, emphasizing the ecological rationale behind the label and its relevance to both producer:
FYR O2yadzYSNE® LG o+ a ¢ARSE @ cRIAweLsi® Yidsdcial $nRdia icHamBls)za
significantly contributag to outreach and public awareness efforts.
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Finally, it is worth noting that throughout the duration of the Action, the University of Thessaly has maintained
an official Facebook account under the name of the RESPECT Label
(https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556664542974This platform has served as aimportant
communication channel, providing regular updates to followers and stakeholders on a range of topics, includin
public dissemination events, the admission of new certified beneficiaries, and other developments related to the
implementation and exansion of the Label.

nnpvays

ARGPRON %

A \ b
L ] LJ

Figure5¢0 { I YLX § 2F 2dziNBIF OK YIGiSNAIf RSaAIYySR F2N) Lzt AOQFGAzZY
public awareness and stakeholder engagement.
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TheBearFriendlyYYRESPEQIabelBeneficiaries

To date, a total o23producers and businesses have been certified under the RESPECT Label, all of whom oper:
within the threeselectedNPs. Specifically, 14 entities are active within the Northern Pindos NP, 4 within the Prespeé

NP, and 5 within the Rhodope Mountain Range NP.

BearFriendiyW\S & LEBadtiHGIdRrs ifNorth PindosNP, Greece

Yearof
Name Type granting Village
1. North PindosEcotourismOffice EcotourismServiceg 2024 LavdaVillage
Accommodation
2. W Q w 2 Guisth@usz Facilities 2024 Elafotoposvillage
Accommodation
3. |HotelwQt 2NFE&@NRYyQQ Facilities 2024 AnoPedinaVillage
Accommodation
4. |¥Q! 3966 R yRusthadi®R Q Eacilities 2024 AsprangeloVillage
Accommodation
5 |WwQY S NGuésthdhise Q Q Facilities 2024 VovousaVillage
6. | WQ C NISRINFRGSIR NS Agriculturalfarm 2024 SkamnelVillage
W Q2 MushPomt N2 RdzO (i & OldGrevena; Kozani
7| FoodProducts Agriculturalfarm 2024 NationalRoad
8. WQY2THohey  4QQ Apiculture 2024 Milea Village
WwQLZadokl SNDb aQQ Apicultureand
9| FoodProducts AgricultureFarm 2024 AsprangeloVillage
Carvedvooden
10. | Kontogiannisvlichalis structures 2024 lliochoriVillage
WO I A LILI2ILIK2NRE2 dzQ ¢
11. | EoodProducts Agriculturalfarm 2024 Fragkade¥illage
12. |WwQ[ | § & fFdodPdducts Agriculturalfarm 2024 LaistaVillage
YOl aphSeEdmRey
13. Diamantopoulosanolis Apiculture 2024 Dilofo Village
14. |YQ¢NBBITAYEAQQ EcotourisnServices 2024 KleidoniaVillage
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Picturelld ! ¢ 1 LINR 2SO
Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label.
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NP

BearFriendlyMS & LEabtiHOdersn PrespaNP

N |Name Type Year_ 0 Village/ National Park
granting
Apicultureand Agriculture _ _
1. |YQY i KXPHgneW Q Farm 2024 |AnoKlinesVillage
2. | HotelWwQ! BE& R} yq AccommodatiorFacilites | 2024 |AgiosGermanosVillage
3. | YQt NEARSProducts Agriculturalfarm 2024 |Lefkonasvillage
4. | WQ+ NGuakthduseQ Q AccommodatiorFacilities | 2024 |AgiosGermanos/illage

uuuuu

“’Agios Germanos”
Guesthouse 12

/ Kpuomark Mmm)\ownvﬂ

“ ?/// Management Unit Of Prespes National Park

“"Ktima Chroni”™~
Apiculture and
Agriculture Farm 11

' 4 loanna

Accommodation

o L THPE e i

ric ) 7
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BearFriendiyW5 a LEBabtiH6dersin RodopMountain-RangeNP

N |Name Type Year_ 0 Village/ National Park
granting
1. | vae NB auidsoisatiities Ecotourism 2024 Paranestvillage
Services
2. | WOMelitis! NJ 2 deRmen QO Apiculture 2024 ParanestVillage
3. . Y.A N-Hongy y-QEbndoulakg Apiculture 2024 KyrgiaKalikarpoVillage
Michalis
N . Accommodation .
4. wol 208t bS3azz2ia0 Eacilities 2025 [ParanestVillage
> |WQeKNI OALY . 8§81 Apiculture 2025  |-ykodromo, Xanthi

Picture12. The RESPECT Label logo featured during a¢aho@ | { (2 dzNJ 2LIJSNF 6SR 6@ aC2NBadGAa
Mountain Range National Park.
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Picture13. Dr Alexios Giannakopoulos, member of tHEHLINR 2 SO0 G S YS SAGK aNXd 5AYAUGNRA

the village of Skamnelli, ZagoNorthern Pindos, NP
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Granted to

Traditional Guesthouse Rokka

Mapadoowakoc =svavac Pokka

L L

\ 4
RESPECT

FORWILD LIFE
& BIODIVERSITY

To onua mpootaciac ywa vy dypia {wn kat ™ Pomowidotita RESPECT®
amoveunBnke otnv nmapouoa emyeipnon amo to Mavemotuo Becoaliac oto
mAaicio tou mpoypauuartoc LIFE ARCPROM

RESPECT® [abel is granted to this accommodation business by University of
Thesszaly in the context of the LIFE ARCPROM project.
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Maiella National Park Italy

The path toward the granting of the BeRriendly label to producers

The building of the path toward the granting of tBearFriendlylabel was founded on the choice of
making thigpath a participatory processMNPand WWFagreedon the importanceof sharethe draft of the
regulation with the potential beneficiaries in order to build the final version of it together with the
beneficiaries themselves, taking into consideration their ideas, concerns and suggestions. In fact, a
participatory approach in this kind of situatis (drafting of regulations) helps not only draft documents
consistent with the reality but also helps to involve beneficiaries as the more they are part of the project the
more they are willing to join it. The process that led to the drafting of thd fegulation passed thus through
the following two steps: involvement of potential beneficiaries and official approval by the Park management
board.

Two seminars were dedicated to the involvement of potential beneficiaries and, despitdifflilties
generated to the restrictions applied to counter the SARY2 pandemic, we managed to hold both of them
in presence. One was held in the Scientific Headquarter of MSRrammanico Terme on Novembét 2021
andthe other was heldn the MNP Headquarter iSulmona orApril 28" 2022.

Picture ¥. MNP staff, WWFstaff and potential beneficiariesf the Brar Friendlylabel during thefirst meeting held in theScientific
Headquarter of MNP to present the project and share the draft ofegalations.
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| | .
Picture15. Potentialbeneficiaries preparing tattend the meeting heldn the ScientificHeadquarter of MNP to presettie Bear
Friendlylabelling project and share the draft of the regulations.

During the first seminar th8earFriendlylabelling project was presented to the 20 potential beneficiaries
attending the meeting. Participants were then asked to report their comments and were askedinaafill
questionnaire aimed at assessing their opinions/doubts/interest on the project. tpnesires were
immediately analyzed and results were shared with the participants. All the inputs collected during this
meeting were used to improve the draft of the regulation and its new version dedisered to the
management board of the Park (Consiglio Direttivo) to ask their opinion and receive the official approval. The
first feedback from the Consiglio Direttivo was the request for a modificadiomed at improving the
consistency of the regulation with thMational Action Plan for the Sustainable Use of Plant Protection
ProductsOnce made the necessary adjustmentsMarch3 2022 the regulation was finally approved by
the Consiglio Direttivo and on April 28th 2022 it was presented to the potential inésmids during a second
seminar held in the MNP headquarter in Sulmona. During this meetindy#feof the contracts to bsigned

was also sharedwith potential beneficiariesand the draft of the BearFriendlylogo graphiclayout was
presented. Imaddition, theformal process to béollowed to grant theBear Frienldy label was explained to
the participants.

37



Table2. Seminar®rganizedduring theparticipatoryprocess thatedto the productiorof thefinal regulationfor granting theBear

Friendlylabel to beekeepers and farmers in the Maiella National Park.

* Thisnumberrefersonlyto the potential beneficiariemttendingthe meetingand excludes th&VWFand MNPstaff.

TgVP;NTOF WHENANDWHERE |PARTICIPANTS* |TOPICS OUTCOME
Presentation of the
9/11/2021 BearFriendlyproject, | jmprovement  of
. MNP Scientific ackr_pwledgement ofl some  of the
Seminar Headquarter 20 participant criteria contained
Caramanicderme expectations, in the regulation.
collectionof opinions
andsuggestions
Presentation of the
final version of the
regulation,the outline | Approval by
of the contract to be| participants of
28/4/2022 signed and of the firs] the final
Seminar MNP Headquarte|10 draft of the logo| regulationandof
Sulmona graphic layout. the proposed
Explanation of the label  granting
procesgo befollowed | process.
to grant the Bear
Friendlylabel.

In April andMay, MNP worked on th@reparation of a page on his official website where to report all the
informationon the BearFriendlyprojectandall the documentausefulto submitthe applicationgFigurel).

o=

2y

c

%5 parcomajella.it/marchio-bear-friendly.htm

‘:‘@;E‘ BEAR = B o

PARCO NAZIONALE BELLA MASELLA

Q% =

Figure9. Pagededicatedto the BearFriendlylabel embedded ithe official websiteof the Maiella National Park
(https://www.parcomajella.it/marchiebearfriendly.htm).
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On June B 2022, the application submission was opened throaghofficial communication to all the
potential beneficiaries as well as through the use of sddidia. In total, in 2022 and 2023, 27 producers
joinedthe project: 16 beekeepers, 18griculturalfarmersandl beekeeper/agriculturafarmer. Thefirst 20
producers received the granting during an official and institutional ceremony held, in presence of local media
and with anintro of the Abruzzo Region President, at the MNP headquarter on Decemb@029 (Pictures
16-19). Each beneficiary received a certificate arBearFriendlykit that were delivered by the President

of the Maiella National Park and the President of WWF Italy (Pid¢@re

Picture 16. Thefirst BearFriendlyproducerstogether with WWFand MNPrepresentatives duringhe official and institutional
ceremony held in the MNP headquarter on Decembét 2022,

®  Picturel?. Interviewto the Presidenof the MaiellaNational Parkor the Regional
aS0GA2y 2F GKS blidAz2zylt ¢+ OKFyySt awlkAté
held inthe MNPheadquarteron Decemberl 9" 2022 to awardhe first BearFriendly
producers.
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Picture18. Peopleattendingthe official ceremonyfor the granting of the BearFriendlylabel to the first 20 producerheldin the
Maiella National Park headquarter on Decembeth 2822,
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Picture19. Example of awarding efBearFriendlyproducer duringhe officialceremony heldn Novembed 9t 2022in the Maiella
National Parkheadquarter. On théeft: each beneficiaryeceived from the Presidenf the MaiellaNational Parkandthe President
of WWHItaly a certificate and 8earFriendlykit. On the right: eaclBearFriendlykit consistedn aBearFriendlyboxwith a plate,a

T-shirt, a capBearFriendlystickers BearFriendlylabels, theBearFriendlyleaflet and theLIFE ARCPROM pen dviith the Bear

Friendlylogo image files. A relip was also separately delivered to each beneficiary.

The 7 producersthat joined the project in 2023 officiallyreceivedthe granting during thefirst training
workshop (see below).

Theestablishmenbf the BearFriendlyproject waspromotedin nationalandlocalmedia intwo moments:

in occasion of the Parks Day, in spriz@e2, to celebrate the application submission opening and on
December 2022 when the first producers wegeanted (Figure2 and3). This activity produced over 80
publications in National and Regional hewspapers.

Figurel0. Screenshoof the TVnews orthe BearFriendlyprojecttransmitted by the Regional brancbf the National T\thannel Rai
(RaiTre) in May 2022 during the Parks Day.

Figure1l. Screenshobf the TVnews transmittedby the National TVchannel Canal® onDecember2022 whenthe first BearFriendly
producers were granted.
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TheWBRarFriend2I@go

The creation of th&earFriendlylogographic layout was a step taken by MNP and WWF taking starting from

the idea ofcreating dogo with 4key features: 1jt had tobe highlyrelated with theLIFE ARCPROM logo, 2)

it had to be associated with the MaielNational Park, 3) it had to recall the concepts of BearFriendly

project and 3) it had to be catchy. For these reasons, MNP hired a professional studio to creale bmjb

andthe layoutsof the main BearFriendlygadgets(stickers, rolup, labels, certificate, plate, poster;shirt,

cap).

Theconceptof the logo createdis a phrasdy thepoet LeighHuntd / 2 far2tNesmiles ofy | (G dzNB £ | Yy R
colors were chosen to represent tigearFriendlyproject:

Yellow: You exist in the most unexpected places like
the yellowof a flower glimpsedfor amoment, from
the train window,

ina Decembemeadow.

(FabrizicdCaramagnariter)

On blue summer evenings,

Il go along the paths,

pricked by the ears,

to tramplethe tendergrass:

dreamy | will feelthe coolnessat myfeet. I'l
let the wind wash my naked hea@rthur
Rimbaud, poet)

BEAR
FRIENDLY

| would like to havefor eachperson
the care that red has for poppies.
(Fabrizio Caramagna, writer)

PARCO NAZIONALE

DELLA MAIELLA
The crystal scattered unexpected
- andthey grewandthey multiplied
« 4 the numerousgreen,greenpasturesandeyes,greenwith marinelove,
;“} greenof bell tower, greenthin, for thenet, forthe seaweed, fothe sky, forthe
- ._,j forest the trembling green, for the grapes a green grape.
(PabloNeruda poet)
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BEAR

£,

PARCO NAZIONALE
DELLA MAIELLA

BEAR

=,

PARCO NAZIONALE
DELLA MAIELLA

Orangeis the morning surcoming through theskyandthe color of a burning embe
in the middle of a bonfire othe beach.

It'sthe leafin autumn, carrotsn avegetablesoupona coldwinter day, tulipsn spring
and ladybugs in a grassy park on a hot summer afternoon.

Orangeislife.

It's what is unexpectedout beautiful.

(AlyMartinez,writer)

Purplewasborn one spring dayin alavenderfield.

Hemusthavesearchedor a long timefor a placdike thiswherethe rowsgo straight
towards the horizon as if they were invited to a dance with infin{fyabrizio
Caramagna, writer)

Twoblackandwhite versionswere alsocreatedanda documentwith all the colorsspecifications, théont
used, all theules tobe usedto label products (e.g. minimusizeallowedof the logo)and examples ofts
use, was drafted and delivered to the producers.

Thankgo the fund shiftamong partners, approvebdy CINEA i2022,MNP producedeveralgadgetso be
delivered to producers (Picture 6, 7 and 8).

Picture20. Gadgetdo bedeliveredto BearFriendlyproducersealizedby MNPthanksto the fundsshift amongpartnersin 2022.

oEn.
‘;/p‘.\
23 )
Qy "0

Specificallythe followinggadgetswvere produced:
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- CapsandT-shirtsto be worn duringevents

- Acertificate

- Aroll-upfor to be shownin the sellingpoint andto be broughtduringfairs/events(Picture21)
- Ametalplateto behungon LINE R dz@lSdpdirds/headquartergPicture22)

- Stickers

- Smallabelsfor products

- ABearFriendlybox

Picture21. Exampleof aBearFriendlyroll-up exposedh thestructureof a BearFriendlybeekeeper.

Picture22. Exampleof aBearFriendlyplateinstalled orthe structureof a BearFriendlyAgriculturalFarm.

The quality andquantity of the BearFriendlygadgetswere highly appreciatedby producersand they
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