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SUMMARY 
 

Action C10 of the LIFE ARCPROM project was conceived with the aim of designing and implementing a 

labelling mechanism to identify products and services that contribute to bear conservation, thereby 

promoting the coexistence between humans and bears in regions characterized by frequent interactions and 

conflict. The action was executed in both Greece and Italy, targeting the brown bear (Ursus arctos) and the 

endemic Apennine brown bear (Ursus arctos marsicanus), respectively. While parallel in scope, the two 

national approaches were tailored to reflect the socio-economic particularities and ecological realities of 

each implementation area. Through a combination of interdisciplinary collaboration, producer engagement, 

capacity-building initiatives, and the strategic use of digital tools, two complementary labelling schemes 

ǿŜǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΥ ǘƘŜ άw9{t9/¢έ ƭŀōŜƭ ƛƴ DǊŜŜŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜŀǊ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ƭŀōŜƭ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΦ 

In Greece, Action C10 was deployed across all three National Parks participating in the LIFE ARCPROM 

project. During the preparatory phase, it became evident that the labelτbeing a novel initiative within the 

Greek contextτshould reflect the overarching imperative of protecting wildlife and biodiversity as a whole, 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿƴ ōŜŀǊΦ /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ άw9{t9/¢ ς Wildlife and 

.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ [ŀōŜƭέ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅΣ ŎǊƻǎǎ-cultural accessibility, 

and communicative resonance, both among producers and consumers. The strategic rebranding aimed to 

enhance public recognition of the label, circumvent restrictive interpretations, and facilitate its broader 

diffusion across the national territory. 

The RESPECT label is underpinned by six core pillars of environmental sustainability: efficient use of 

natural resources, waste reduction, protection of natural habitats, reduction of harmful chemical inputs, 

minimization of human disturbance to wildlife, and promotion of environmental awareness among 

consumers. 

The certification process is managed through the official digital platform www.respect-label.gr, which 

serves as an interactive hub for information dissemination and application processing. The platform features 

ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ rationale, eligibility criteria, technical guidelines, user manual, 

beneficiary registry, and a step-by-step application system incorporating both self-assessment and 

automated pre-screening functionalities. Evaluation entails submission of supporting documentation, on-

site audits, and the issuance of a Certificate of Compliance, valid for a period of three years. Certified entities 

are formally registered as RESPECT Label beneficiaries. 

Implementation was further supported by a series of targeted training seminars, producer consultations, 

and thematic outreach events held within the three National Parks. Particular emphasis was placed on 

sectors with demonstrated relevance to bear conservation, such as apiculture, organic farming, and 

agrotourism. The promotional campaign included participation in national and international exhibitionsτ

most notably the Thessaloniki International Fairτthe production of communication materials, press 

releases, management of a dedicated Facebook page, scientific presentations, and the publication of a peer-

reviewed article. By the conclusion of the action, a total of 23 enterprises had been certified: 14 in Northern 

Pindos National Park, 5 in the Rhodope Mountain Range National Park, and 4 in Prespa National Park. 

In Italy, Action C10 was implemented within the Maiella National Park (MNP) through the establishment 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜŀǊ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ƭŀōŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ !оΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

socio-economic dynamics and humanςbear conflicts specific to the region. The analysis identified 

beekeepers and farmers as key stakeholders, due to their dual role in both mitigating conflict and supporting 

ecosystem integrity. 

The design of the Bear-Friendly label was grounded in a participatory methodology, involving 

collaboration between MNP staff and WWF Italy, alongside stakeholder consultations and public workshops. 
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The visual identity of the label was developed to ensure semantic clarity and aesthetic appeal, while 

maintaining a strong link to the LIFE ARCPROM brand and to the territorial identity of the Park. A six-colour 

palette was created and incorporated into promotional materials and branded merchandise distributed to 

participating producers. 

To facilitate the implementation of the label, MNP and WWF launched a dedicated training program 

covering key themes such as Apennine bear biology, damage prevention measures, local agricultural 

practices, organic farming, and the management of the native Apis mellifera ligustica bee species. Four 

thematic seminars were held, culminating in the certification of 27 producers by the end of 2023. 

The dissemination of the Bear-Friendly label was structured around a twelve-point promotional plan, co-

developed with producers during a participatory workshop. By the end of the project, eight of the twelve 

actions had been successfully implemented, including participation in high-profile events, the creation of 

brochures and educational materials, and the distribution of promotional items. 

Action C10 was successfully completed in both countries, having achieved its stated objectives, delivered 

all planned activities, and secured substantial engagement from local communities. In Greece, the adoption 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άw9{t9/¢έ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 

projection as a tool of national relevance. In Italy, the localized integration of the Bear-Friendly scheme and 

ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ legitimacy. 

The increased level of interest demonstrated by producers and consumers alike in both countries 

underscores the fact that the label is not merely a tool for marketing visibility, but a sustainable certification 

platform rooted in ecological responsibility, stakeholder participation, and humanςwildlife coexistence. The 

outcomes of Action suggest strong potential for long-term continuity and upscaling of both labels beyond 

the duration of the LIFE ARCPROM project. 
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ʃɳʄɹɽɶʌɶ 

 
ɶ ɲˊʱˋʹ /мл ˍˇˎ ʷˊʴˇˎ [LC9 !w/twha ˋ˔ʶʵʽʱˋˍʹˁʶ ˃ʶ ˋˁˇˉˈ ˍʹ˄ ʰ˄ʱˉˍˎ˅ʹ ˁʰʽ ʶ˒ʰˊ˃ˇʴʺ ʶ˄ˈˌ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ 

ˋʺ˃ʰ˄ˋʹˌ ˉˊˇʿˈ˄ˍ˖˄ ˁʰʽ ˎˉʹˊʶˋʽ˗˄ ˒ʽ˂ʽˁ˗˄ ˉˊˇˌ ˍʹ˄ ʰˊˁˇˏʵʰΣ ˋˍˇ˔ʶˏˇ˄ˍʰˌ ˋˍʹ˄ ʶ˄ʾˋ˔ˎˋʹ ˍʹˌ 

ˋˎ˄ˏˉʰˊ˅ʹˌ ʰ˄ʻˊ˗ˉˇˎ ˁʰʽ ʰˊˁˇˏʵʰˌΣ ʽʵʽʰʾˍʶˊʰ ̀ ʶ ˉʶˊʽˇ˔ʷˌ ˈˉˇˎ ˁʰˍʰʴˊʱ˒ˇ˄ˍʰʽ ˋˎ˔˄ʷˌ ʰ˂˂ʹ˂ʶˉʽʵˊʱˋʶʽˌ 

ˁʰʽ ˋˎʴˁˊˇˏˋʶʽˌ ˋʶ ɳ˂˂ʱʵʰ ˁʰʽ ɹˍʰ˂ʾʰ όUrsus arctos & Ursus arctos marsicanus ʰ˄ˍʾˋˍˇʽ˔ʰύΦ ɶ ʵˊʱˋʹ 

ˎ˂ˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʶ ˁʰʽ ˋˍʽˌ ʵˏˇ ˔˗ˊʶˌΣ ˃ʶ ˉʰˊʱ˂˂ʹ˂ʶˌ ʰ˂˂ʱ ʶ˂ʰ˒ˊʱ ʵʽʰ˒ˇˊˇˉˇʽʹ˃ʷ˄ʶˌ ˉˊˇˋʶʴʴʾˋʶʽˌΣ 

ˉˊˇˋʰˊ˃ˇˋ˃ʷ˄ʶˌ ˋˍˇ ˁˇʽ˄˖˄ʽˁˇˇʽˁˇ˄ˇ˃ʽˁˈ ˉ˂ʰʾˋʽˇ ˁʰʽ ˍʽˌ ʰ˄ʱʴˁʶˌ ˁʱʻʶ ˉʶˊʽˇ˔ʺˌΦ ɾʷˋʰ ʰˉˈ ˍʹ 

ˋˎ˄ʶˊʴʰˋʾʰ ʶˉʽˋˍʹ˃ˇ˄ʽˁ˗˄ ˁʰʽ ʵʽʰ˔ʶʽˊʽˋˍʽˁ˗˄ ˒ˇˊʷ˖˄Σ ˍʹ˄ ʶ˄ʶˊʴʺ ˋˎ˃˃ʶˍˇ˔ʺ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴ˗˄ ˁʰʽ ˍʹ˄ 

ʰ˅ʽˇˉˇʾʹˋʹ ˕ʹ˒ʽʰˁ˗˄ ʶˊʴʰ˂ʶʾ˖˄ ˁʰʽ ʶˁˉʰʽʵʶˎˍʽˁ˗˄ ʵˊʱˋʶ˖˄Σ ʶˉʽˍʶˏ˔ʻʹˁʶ ʹ ʵʹ˃ʽˇˎˊʴʾʰ ʵˏˇ ʵˎ˄ʰ˃ʽˁ˗˄ 

ˋʹ˃ʱˍ˖˄Υ ˍˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ ̀ ˍʹ˄ ɳ˂˂ʱʵʰ ˁʰʽ ˍˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ ΨΩBear-FriendlyΩΩ ̀ ˍʹ˄ ɹˍʰ˂ʾʰΦ 

ʅˍʹ˄ ɳ˂˂ʱʵʰΣ ʹ ɲˊʱˋʹ ˎ˂ˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʶ ˁʰʽ ˋˍʰ о ɳʻ˄ʽˁʱ ʃʱˊˁʰ ˉˇˎ ˋˎ˃˃ʶˍʶʾ˔ʰ˄ ˋˍˇ ʷˊʴˇΦ ɼʰˍʱ ˍʹ 

ʵʽʱˊˁʶʽʰ ˍ˖˄ ˉˊˇˉʰˊʰˋˁʶˎʰˋˍʽˁ˗˄ ʶ˄ʶˊʴʶʽ˗˄ ʵʽʰˉʽˋˍ˗ʻʹˁʶ ˈˍʽ ˍˇ ʅʺ˃ʰΣ ˖ˌ ˁʰʽ˄ˇˍˇ˃ʾʰ ʴʽʰ ˍʹ˄ ʶ˂˂ʹ˄ʽˁʺ 

ʶˉʽˁˊʱˍʶʽʰ ʻʰ ʷˉˊʶˉʶ ˄ʰ ʰ˄ˍʰ˄ʰˁ˂ʱ ˍʹ˄ ʰ˄ʱʴˁʹˌ ˉˊˇˋˍʰˋʾʰˌ ˍʹˌ ʱʴˊʽʰˌ ʸ˖ʺˌ ˍˇ ˋˏ˄ˇ˂ˈ ˍʹˌΦ ʍˌ ʶˁ ˍˇˏˍˇˎΣ 

˂ʺ˒ʻʹˁʶ  ́ ʰˉˈ˒ʰˋʹ ˄ʰ ˎʽˇʻʶˍʹʻʶʾ ˍˇ ˈ˄ˇ˃ʰ ΨΩRESPECT ς ʅʺ˃ʰ ʃˊˇˋˍʰˋʾʰ ɯʴˊʽʰˌ ɵ˖ʺˌ ˁʰʽ 

ɰʽˇˉˇʽˁʽ˂ˈˍʹˍʰˌΩΩΣ ˍˇ ˇˉˇʾˇ ʶˉʽ˂ʷ˔ʻʹˁʶ ʶˉʶʽʵʺ ʶʾ˄ʰʽ ʵʽʶʻ˄˗ˌ ˁʰˍʰ˄ˇʹˍˈ ˁ ʰʽ ʶˏˁˇ˂ˇ ˋˍʹ˄ ʶˉʽˁˇʽ˄˖˄ʾʰ ˍˈˋˇ 

ˉˊˇˌ ˍˇˎˌ ˁʰˍʰ˄ʰ˂˖ˍʷˌ ˈˋˇ ˁʰʽ ˉˊˇˌ ˍˇˎˌ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴˇˏˌΦ ɶ ʰ˂˂ʰʴʺ ʰˎˍʺ ʶʾ˔ʶ ˋˍˈ˔ˇ ˄ʰ ʶ˄ʽˋ˔ˏˋʶʽ ˍʹ˄ 

ʰˉʶˎʻʶʾʰˌ ʰ˄ʰʴ˄˖ˋʽ˃ˈˍʹˍʰ ̱ ˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌΣ ˄ʰ ʰˉˇ˒ʶˎ˔ʻˇˏ˄ ʶˊ˃ʹ˄ʶˎˍʽˁˇʾ ˉʶˊʽˇˊʽˋ˃ˇʾ ˁʰʽ ˄ʰ ʵʽʶˎˁˇ˂ˎ˄ʻʶʾ 

ʹ ʵʽʱ˔ˎˋʹ ˁʰʽ ʰˉˇʵˇ˔ʺ ˍˇˎ ̀ ʶ ˉʰ˄ʶ˂˂ʺ˄ʽʰ ʷˁˍʰˋʹΦ ʆˇ ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ ̡ ʰˋʾʸʶˍʰʽ ˋʶ ʷ˅ʽ ˉʶˊʽʲʰ˂˂ˇ˄ˍʽˁˇˏˌ ʱ˅ˇ˄ʶˌ 

ʰ˅ʽˇ˂ˈʴʹˋʹˌΣ ʺˍˇʽ ˍʹ˄ ʰˉˇʵˇˍʽˁʺ ˔ˊʺˋʹ ˒ˎˋʽˁ˗˄ ˉˈˊ˖˄Σ ˍʹ ɻ̔ ʰ˔ʶʾˊʽˋʹ ʰˉˇʲ˂ʺˍ˖˄Σ ˍʹ ɻ̔ ʰˍʺˊʹˋʹ ˍ˖˄ 

˒ˎˋʽˁ˗˄ ʶ˄ʵʽʰʽˍʹ˃ʱˍ˖˄ ˍʹˌ ʱʴˊʽʰˌ ˉʰ˄ʾʵʰˌ, ˍʹ ˃ʁʾ˖ˋʹ ʶˉʽʲ˂ʰʲ˗˄ ˔ʹ˃ʽˁ˗˄Σ ʰˉˇ˒ˎʴʺ ˈ˔˂ʹˋʹˌ ˉˊˇˌ ˍʹ˄ 

ʱʴˊʽʰ ʸ˖ʺ ˁʰʽ ˍʹ˄ ˉʶˊʽʲʰ˂˂ˇ˄ˍʽˁʺ ʶˎʰʽˋʻʹˍˇˉˇʾʹˋʹ ˁʰˍʰ˄ʰ˂˖ˍ˗˄Φ 

ɶ ʵʽʰʵʽˁʰˋʾʰ ˉʽˋˍˇˉˇʾʹˋʹˌ ˎ˂ˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʶ ˃ʷˋ˖ ˍʹˌ ʵʽʰʵˊʰˋˍʽˁʺˌ ʽˋˍˇˋʶ˂ʾʵʰˌ (www.respect-label.gr), 

ˉˇˎ ˂ʶʽˍˇˎˊʴʶʾ ˖ˌ ˕ʹ˒ʽʰˁʺ ˉˏ˂ʹ ˉ˂ʹˊˇ˒ˈˊʹˋʹˌ ˁʰʽ ʵʽʰ˔ʶʾˊʽˋʹˌ ʰʽˍʺˋʶ˖˄Φ ʃʶˊʽ˂ʰ˃ʲʱ˄ʶʽ ʰ˄ʰ˂ˎˍʽˁʺ 

ˉʰˊˇˎˋʾʰˋʹ ˍˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌΣ ˍʰ ˁˊʽˍʺˊʽʰ ʰˉˇ˄ˇ˃ʺˌΣ ʶʴ˔ʶʽˊʾʵʽˇ ˔ˊʺˋʹˌΣ ˁʰ˄ˇ˄ʽˋ˃ˈΣ ˃ʹˍˊ˗ˇ ʵʽˁʰʽˇˏ˔˖˄Σ 

ʵˎ˄ʰˍˈˍʹˍʰ ʹ˂ʶˁˍˊˇ˄ʽˁʺˌ ʰʾˍʹˋʹˌ ˁʰʽ ʰˎˍˈ˃ʰˍʹ ˉˊˇʶˉʽ˂ˇʴʺΦ ɶ ʵʽʰʵʽˁʰˋʾʰ ˉʶˊʽ˂ʰ˃ʲʱ˄ʶʽ ʰˎˍˇʰ˅ʽˇ˂ˈʴʹˋʹΣ 

ˎˉˇʲˇ˂ʺ ˍʶˁ˃ʹˊʾ˖˄Σ ʶˉʽˍˈˉʽʰ ʶˉʽʻʶ˗ˊʹˋʹ ˁʰʽ ˍʶ˂ʽˁʺ ʰˉˈ˒ʰˋʹ ʰˉˇ˄ˇ˃ʺˌΦ ʁʽ ˉʽˋˍˇˉˇʽʹ˃ʷ˄ˇʽ ˒ˇˊʶʾˌ 

˂ʰ˃ʲʱ˄ˇˎ˄ ʃʽˋˍˇˉˇʽʹˍʽˁˈ ʅˎ˃˃ˈˊ˒˖ˋʹˌ ʵʽʱˊˁʶʽʰˌ ˍˊʽ˗˄ ʶˍ˗˄ ˁʰʽ ʶ˄ˍʱˋˋˇ˄ˍʰʽ ˋˍˇˎˌ ɲʽˁʰʽˇˏ˔ˇˎˌ ˍˇˎ 

ʅʺ˃ʰˍˇˌΦ 

ɶ ʶ˒ʰˊ˃ˇʴʺ ˍˇˎ ʅʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ ʶ˄ʽˋ˔ˏʻʹˁʶ ˃ʶ ʶˁˉʰʽʵʶˎˍʽˁʱ ˋʶ˃ʽ˄ʱˊʽʰΣ ʵʽʰʲˇˎ˂ʶˏˋʶʽˌ ˃ʶ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴˇˏˌ ˁʰʽ 

ʻʶ˃ʰˍʽˁʷˌ ʶˁʵʹ˂˗ˋʶʽˌΣ ˉˇˎ ˉˊʰʴ˃ʰˍˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʰ˄ ʶ˄ˍˈˌ ˍ˖˄ ˍˊʽ˗˄ ɳʻ˄ʽˁ˗˄ ʃʱˊˁ˖˄Σ ˃ʶ ʽʵʽʰʾˍʶˊʹ ʷ˃˒ʰˋʹ 

ˋˍʹ ˃ʶ˂ʽˋˋˇˁˇ˃ʾʰΣ ˍʹ ʲʽˇ˂ˇʴʽˁʺ ʴʶ˖ˊʴʾʰ ˁʰʽ ˍʽˌ ˃ˇˊ˒ʷˌ ˇʽˁˇˍˇˎˊʽˋ˃ˇˏΦ ɶ ʶˁˋˍˊʰˍʶʾʰ ˉˊˇʲˇ˂ʺˌ ˍˇˎ 

ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ ˉʶˊʽ˂ʱ˃ʲʰ˄ʶ ˋˎ˃˃ʶˍˇ˔ʺ ˋʶ ʶʻ˄ʽˁʷˌ ˁʰʽ ʵʽʶʻ˄ʶʾˌ ʶˁʻʷˋʶʽˌ όˈˉ˖ˌ ʹ ɲʽʶʻ˄ʺˌ ɴˁʻʶˋʹ ɸʶˋˋʰ˂ˇ˄ʾˁʹˌύΣ 

ʵʹ˃ʽˇˎˊʴʾʰ ʶ˄ʹ˃ʶˊ˖ˍʽˁˇˏ ˁʰʽ ˉˊˇ˖ʻʹˍʽˁˇˏ ˎ˂ʽˁˇˏΣ ʷˁʵˇˋʹ ʵʶ˂ˍʾ˖˄ ʆˏˉˇˎΣ ʵʽʰ˔ʶʾˊʽˋʹ ˋʶ˂ʾʵʰˌ ˋˍˇ 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΣ ˉʰˊˇˎˋʾʰ ˋʶ ʻʶ˃ʰˍʽˁʷˌ ʹ˃ʶˊʾʵʶˌ ˁʰʽ ʶˉʽˋˍʹ˃ˇ˄ʽˁʺ ʵʹ˃ˇˋʾʶˎˋʹ ˋʶ ʷʴˁˊʽˍˇ ˉʶˊʽˇʵʽˁˈΦ ɾʷ˔ˊʽ ˍʹ˄ 

ˇ˂ˇˁ˂ʺˊ˖ˋʹ ˍʹˌ ʵˊʱˋʹˌΣ но ʶˉʽ˔ʶʽˊʺˋʶʽˌ ʶʾ˔ʰ˄ ˉʽˋˍˇˉˇʽʹʻʶʾΥ мп ˋˍˇ˄ ɳʻ˄ʽˁˈ ɲˊˎ˃ˈ ʃʾ˄ʵˇˎΣ р ˋˍˇ ʃʱˊˁˇ 

ʄˇʵˈˉʹˌ ˁʰʽ п ˋˍˇ ʃʱˊˁˇ ʃˊʶˋˉ˗˄Φ 

ʅˍʹ˄ ɹˍʰ˂ʾʰΣ ʹ ɲˊʱˋʹ /мл ˎ˂ˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʶ ˋˍˇ Maiella National Park (MNP) ˃ ʶ ˍʹ˄ ʰ˄ʱˉˍˎ˅ʹ ˍˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ 

ΨΩBear-FriendlyΩΩΣ ʲʰˋʽˋ˃ʷ˄ˇˎ ˋˍʰ ʵʶʵˇ˃ʷ˄ʰ ˍʹˌ ɲˊʱˋʹˌ !оΣ ˉˇˎ ʰ˄ʷ˂ˎˋʶ ˍʽˌ ˍˇˉʽˁʷˌ ˁˇʽ˄˖˄ʽˁˇˇʽˁˇ˄ˇ˃ʽˁʷˌ 

ˋˎ˄ʻʺˁʶˌ ˁʰʽ ˍʽˌ ˋˎʴˁˊˇˏˋʶʽˌ ˃ʶˍʰ˅ˏ ʰ˄ʻˊ˗ˉˇˎ ˁʰʽ ʰˊˁˇˏʵʰˌΦ ɮˉˈ ˍʹ˄ ʰ˄ʱ˂ˎˋʹ ˉˊˇʷˁˎ˕ʶ ˈˍʽ ˇʽ 

˃ʶ˂ʽˋˋˇˁˈ˃ˇʽ ˁʰʽ ʴʶ˖ˊʴˇʾ ʰˉˇˍʶ˂ˇˏ˄ ˍˇˎˌ ʲʰˋʽˁˇˏˌ ˋˍˈ˔ˇˎˌ ˍʹˌ ʵˊʱˋʹˌΣ ˂ˈʴ˖ ˍʹˌ ʶ˄ʶˊʴˇˏ ʶ˃ˉ˂ˇˁʺˌ ˍˇˎˌ 

ˍˈˋˇ ˋˍʹ ʵʽʰ˔ʶʾˊʽˋʹ ˋˎʴˁˊˇˏˋʶ˖˄ ˈˋˇ ˁʰʽ ˋˍʹ ʵʽʰˍʺˊʹˋʹ ˍˇˎ ˇʽˁˇˋˎˋˍʺ˃ʰˍˇˌΦ ɶ ʵʹ˃ʽˇˎˊʴʾʰ ˍˇˎ 

ˁʰ˄ˇ˄ʽˋ˃ˇˏ ˍˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ ˉˊʰʴ˃ʰˍˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʶ ˃ʶ ˋˎ˃˃ʶˍˇ˔ʽˁˈ ˍˊˈˉˇΣ ˃ʶ ˍʹ ˋˎ˄ʶˊʴʰˋʾʰ ˍˇˎ abt ˁʰʽ ˍʹˌ 

²²C ɹˍʰ˂ʾʰˌΣ ˃ʷˋ˖ ʵʹ˃ˈˋʽ˖˄ ˋʶ˃ʽ˄ʰˊʾ˖˄ ˁʰʽ ʰ˄ˇʽˁˍʺˌ ʵʽʰʲˇˏ˂ʶˎˋʹˌΦ 

ɲʹ˃ʽˇˎˊʴʺʻʹˁʶ ˍˇ ˂ˇʴˈˍˎˉˇ ΨΩBear-FriendlyΩΩΣ ˍˇ ˇˉˇʾˇ ʶʾ˔ʶ ˋˍˈ˔ˇ ˄ʰ ʰ˄ˍʽˁʰˍˇˉˍˊʾʸʶʽ ˍʷˋˋʶˊʰ ʲʰˋʽˁʱ 
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˔ʰˊʰˁˍʹˊʽˋˍʽˁʱΥ ʽˋ˔ˎˊʺ ˋˏ˄ʵʶˋʹ ˃ʶ ˍˇ ˂ˇʴˈˍˎˉˇ [LC9 !w/twhaΣ ˋˏ˄ʵʶˋʹ ˃ʶ ˍˇ MNP ˁ ʰʽ ˇˉˍʽˁʺ ʰˉʺ˔ʹˋʹΦ 

ɳˉʾˋʹˌΣ ʵʹ˃ʽˇˎˊʴʺʻʹˁʶ ˃ʽʰ ˉˇ˂ˏ˔ˊ˖˃ʹ ˉʰ˂ʷˍʰ ˃ʶ ʷ˅ʽ ˔ˊ˗˃ʰˍʰ ˁʰʽ ˉʰˊʰʵˈʻʹˁʶ ˋˍˇˎˌ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴˇˏˌ ˁʰʻ˗ˌ 

ˁʰʽ ˔ˊʹˋʽ˃ˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʶ ʴʽʰ ˍʹ˄ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴʺ ƎŀŘƎŜǘǎΦ  

ɱʽʰ ˍʹ˄ ʰˉˇˍʶ˂ʶˋ˃ʰˍʽˁʺ ʶ˒ʰˊ˃ˇʴʺ ˍˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ ΨΩBear-FriendlyΩΩΣ ˍˇ abt ˁʰʽ ʹ ²²C ˇˊʴʱ˄˖ˋʰ˄ ʷ˄ʰ 

ʶˁˉʰʽʵʶˎˍʽˁˈ ˉˊˈʴˊʰ˃˃ʰ ʴʽʰ ˄ʰ ʶ˄ʹ˃ʶˊ˗ˋˇˎ˄ ˍˇˎˌ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴˇˏˌ ʴʽʰ ˍʹ ʲʽˇ˂ˇʴʾʰ ˍʹˌ ʰˊˁˇˏʵʰˌΣ ˍʹ 

ˋˎ˄ˏˉʰˊ˅ʹ ˁʰʽ ˍʽˌ ˁʰ˂ˏˍʶˊʶˌ ˉˊʰˁˍʽˁʷˌ ʴʽʰ ˍʹ˄ ˉˊˈ˂ʹ˕ʹ ˍ˖˄ ˋˎʴˁˊˇˏˋʶ˖˄ ˁʰʽ ˍʹ ʵʽʰˍʺˊʹˋʹ ˍ˖˄ 

ʶ˄ʵʽʰʽˍʹ˃ʱˍ˖˄ ˍʹˌ ʰˊˁˇˏʵʰˌΦ ʆˇ ˉˊˈʴˊʰ˃˃ʰ ˉʶˊʽ˂ʱ˃ʲʰ˄ʶ п ˋʶ˃ʽ˄ʱˊʽʰ ˃ʶ ʻʷ˃ʰˍʰ ˈˉ˖ˌ ʹ ʲʽˇ˂ˇʴʾʰ ˍʹˌ 

ʰˊˁˇˏʵʰˌ ˍ˖˄ ɮˉʶ˄˄ʾ˄˖˄Σ ˃ʷˍˊʰ ˉˊˈ˂ʹ˕ʹˌ ʸʹ˃ʽ˗˄Σ ˍˇˉʽˁʷˌ ˁʰ˂˂ʽʷˊʴʶʽʶˌΣ ˇˊʴʰ˄ʽˁʺ ˁʰ˂˂ʽʷˊʴʶʽʰ ˁʰʽ 

˃ʶ˂ʽˋˋˇˁˇ˃ʾʰΣ ʶˁˍˊˇ˒ʺ ˍʹˌ ˃ʷ˂ʽˋˋʰˌ Apis mellifera ligustica ˁʰʽ ˉˊˇ˗ʻʹˋʹ ˍˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ ΨΩBear-FriendlyΩΩ. 

ʅˎ˄ˇ˂ʽˁʱΣ нт ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴˇʾ ˉʽˋˍˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʰ˄ ˃ʷ˔ˊʽ ˍˇ ˍʷ˂ˇˌ ˍˇˎ нлноΦ 

ɶ ˉˊˇ˗ʻʹˋʹ ˍˇˎ ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌ ΨΩBear-FriendlyΩΩ ̡ ʰˋʾˋˍʹˁʶ ˋʶ ʷ˄ʰ ˋ˔ʷʵʽˇ мн ʵˊʱˋʶ˖˄Σ ˍˇ ˇˉˇʾˇ ˁʰˍʰˊˍʾˋˍʹˁʶ 

˃ʶ ʱ˃ʶˋʹ ˋˎ˃˃ʶˍˇ˔ʺ ˍ˖˄ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴ˗˄ ˃ʷˋʰ ʰˉˈ ʲʽ˖˃ʰˍʽˁˈ ʶˊʴʰˋˍʺˊʽˇΦ ɾʷ˔ˊʽ ˍʹ˄ ˇ˂ˇˁ˂ʺˊ˖ˋʹ ˍʹˌ 

ʵˊʱˋʹˌΣ ʶʾ˔ʰ˄ ʺʵʹ ˎ˂ˇˉˇʽʹʻʶʾ у ʰˉˈ ˍʰ мн ˋʹ˃ʶʾʰΣ ˉʶˊʽ˂ʰ˃ʲʰ˄ˇ˃ʷ˄˖˄ ˉʰˊˇˎˋʽʱˋʶ˖˄ ˋʶ ʶʻ˄ʽˁʷˌ ˁʰʽ 

ˉʶˊʽ˒ʶˊʶʽʰˁʷˌ ʶˁʵʹ˂˗ˋʶʽˌΣ ʵʹ˃ʽˇˎˊʴʾʰ ˒ˎ˂˂ʰʵʾ˖˄ ˁʰʽ ʷ˄ˍˎˉˇˎ ˎ˂ʽˁˇˏΣ ˁʰʻ˗ˌ ˁʰʽ ʵʽʰ˄ˇ˃ʺ ˉˊˇ˖ʻʹˍʽˁ˗˄ 

ʰ˄ˍʽˁʶʽ˃ʷ˄˖˄Φ 

ɶ ɲˊʱˋʹ /мл ˇ˂ˇˁ˂ʹˊ˗ʻʹˁʶ ˃ʶ ˉ˂ʺˊʹ ʶˉʽˍˎ˔ʾʰ ˍˈˋˇ ˋˍʹ˄ ɳ˂˂ʱʵʰ ˈˋˇ ˁʰʽ ˋˍʹ˄ ɹˍʰ˂ʾʰΣ ˁʰʻ˗ˌ 

ʶˉʽˍʶˏ˔ʻʹˁʰ˄ ˈ˂ˇʽ ˇʽ ˋˍˈ˔ˇʽΣ ˎ˂ˇˉˇʽʺʻʹˁʰ˄ ˈ˂ʶˌ ˇʽ ˉˊˇʲ˂ʶˉˈ˃ʶ˄ʶˌ ʶ˄ʷˊʴʶʽʶˌ ˁʰʽ ʶ˅ʰˋ˒ʰ˂ʾˋˍʹˁʶ 

ˇˎˋʽʰˋˍʽˁʺ ʶ˃ˉ˂ˇˁʺ ˁʰʽ ʰˉˇʵˇ˔ʺ ʰˉˈ ˍʽˌ ˍˇˉʽˁʷˌ ˁˇʽ˄˖˄ʾʶˌΦ ʅˍʹ˄ ɳ˂˂ʱʵʰΣ ʹ ʶˉʽ˂ˇʴʺ ˍʹˌ ˇ˄ˇ˃ʰˋʾʰˌ 

ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ ˋˎ˄ʷʲʰ˂ʶ ˁʰʻˇˊʽˋˍʽˁʱ ˋˍʹ˄ ʶˉʽˁˇʽ˄˖˄ʽʰˁʺ ʽˋ˔ˏ ˁʰʽ ˋˍʹ˄ ˉˊˇˇˉˍʽˁʺ ʶʻ˄ʽˁʺˌ ʶ˃ʲʷ˂ʶʽʰˌ ˍˇˎ 

ˋʺ˃ʰˍˇˌΦ ʅˍʹ˄ ɹˍʰ˂ʾʰΣ ʹ ˍˇˉʽˁʺ ʶ˄ˋ˖˃ʱˍ˖ˋʹ ˁʰʽ ʹ ʶ˄ʶˊʴˈˌ ˋˎ˃˃ʶˍˇ˔ʺ ˍ˖˄ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴ˗˄ ˁʰˍʷˋˍʹˋʰ˄ ˍˇ 

ΨΩBear-FriendlyΩΩ ˋʺ˃ʰ ̫ ˄ʰ ˉ˂ʺˊ˖ˌ ˂ʶʽˍˇˎˊʴʽˁˈ ˁʰʽ ʰˉˇʵʶˁˍˈ ʶˊʴʰ˂ʶʾˇ ˉˊˇˋˍʰˋʾʰˌ ˍʹˌ ʱʴˊʽʰˌ ʸ˖ʺˌΦ 

ʆˇ ʷ˄ˍˇ˄ˇ ʶ˄ʵʽʰ˒ʷˊˇ˄ ˍˈˋˇ ˍ˖˄ ˉʰˊʰʴ˖ʴ˗˄ ˈˋˇ ˁʰʽ ˍ˖˄ ˁʰˍʰ˄ʰ˂˖ˍ˗˄ ˁʰʽ ˋˍʽˌ ʵˏˇ ˔˗ˊʶˌ ˁʰˍʰʵʶʽˁ˄ˏʶʽ 

ˈˍʽ ˍˇ ˋʺ˃ʰ ʵʶ˄ ʶʾ˄ʰʽ ʰˉ˂˗ˌ ʷ˄ʰ ʶˊʴʰ˂ʶʾˇ ˉˊˇʲˇ˂ʺˌΣ ʰ˂˂ʱ ˃ʽʰ ʲʽ˗ˋʽ˃ʹ ˉ˂ʰˍ˒ˈˊ˃ʰ ˋˎ˄ˏˉʰˊ˅ʹˌΣ 

ˉʽˋˍˇˉˇʾʹˋʹˌ ˁʰʽ ˇʽˁˇ˂ˇʴʽˁʺˌ ʶˎʻˏ˄ʹˌ ˃ʶ ʵˎ˄ʰˍˈˍʹˍʰ ʶˉʷˁˍʰˋʹˌ ˁʰʽ ʶʵˊʰʾ˖ˋʹˌ ˁʰʽ ˃ʶˍʱ ˍˇ ˉʷˊʰˌ ˍˇˎ 

ʷˊʴˇˎΦ 
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RIASSUNTO 
 

[ϥ!ȊƛƻƴŜ /мл ŘŜƭ ǇǊƻƎŜǘǘƻ [LC9 !w/twha ŝ ǎǘŀǘŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇƛǘŀ Ŏƻƴ ƭΩƻōƛŜǘǘƛǾƻ Řƛ ǎǾƛƭǳǇǇŀǊŜ Ŝ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊŜ ǳƴ 

ǎƛǎǘŜƳŀ Řƛ ŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀǘǳǊŀ ǇŜǊ ǇǊƻŘƻǘǘƛ Ŝ ǎŜǊǾƛȊƛ ŎƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳƛǎŎƻƴƻ ŀƭƭŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀȊƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƭƭΩƻǊǎƻΣ ǇǊƻƳǳƻǾŜƴŘƻ ŎƻǎƜ ƭŀ 

coesistenza tra uomo e orso in areŜ ŎŀǊŀǘǘŜǊƛȊȊŀǘŜ Řŀ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƛ ƛƴǘŜǊŀȊƛƻƴƛ Ŝ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǘƛΦ [ΩŀȊƛƻƴŜ ŝ ǎǘŀǘŀ ŀǘǘǳŀǘŀ ǎƛŀ ƛƴ 

DǊŜŎƛŀ ŎƘŜ ƛƴ LǘŀƭƛŀΣ ǊƛǎǇŜǘǘƛǾŀƳŜƴǘŜ Ŏƻƴ ǊƛŦŜǊƛƳŜƴǘƻ ŀƭƭΩƻǊǎƻ ōǊǳƴƻ όUrsus arctosύ Ŝ ŀƭƭΩƻǊǎƻ ōǊǳƴƻ ƳŀǊǎƛŎŀƴƻ όUrsus 

arctos marsicanus). Sebbene parallele per ambito e ŦƛƴŀƭƛǘŁΣ ƭŜ ŘǳŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜ ƴŀȊƛƻƴŀƭƛ ǎƻƴƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀŘŀǘǘŀǘŜ ŀƭƭŜ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎƛǘŁ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economiche e ambientali di ciascun contesto. Attraverso la collaborazione tra enti scientifici e 

ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛΣ ƛƭ ŎƻƛƴǾƻƭƎƛƳŜƴǘƻ ŀǘǘƛǾƻ ŘŜƛ ǇǊƻŘǳǘǘƻǊƛΣ ŀǘǘƛǾƛǘŁ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ Ŝ ƭΩǳǘƛlizzo strategico di strumenti digitali, sono 

ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŘǳŜ ŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴǘŜ Ƴŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊƛΥ άw9{t9/¢έ ƛƴ DǊŜŎƛŀ Ŝ ά.ŜŀǊ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ƛƴ LǘŀƭƛŀΦ 

Lƴ DǊŜŎƛŀΣ ƭΩ!ȊƛƻƴŜ /мл ŝ ǎǘŀǘŀ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘŀ ƴŜƛ ǘǊŜ tŀǊŎƘƛ bŀȊƛƻƴŀƭƛ ǇŀǊǘŜŎƛǇŀƴǘƛ ŀƭ ǇǊƻƎŜǘǘƻΦ bŜƭƭŀ ŦŀǎŜ 

ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƻǊƛŀΣ ŝ ŜƳŜǊǎŀ ƭΩŜǎƛƎŜƴȊŀ ŎƘŜ ƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀτŜǎǎŜƴŘƻ ǳƴŀ ƴƻǾƛǘŁ ƴŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘƻ ƎǊŜŎƻτǊƛŦƭŜǘǘŜǎǎŜ ƭΩƻōƛŜǘǘƛǾƻ ǇƛǴ 

ampio della tutela della fauna seƭǾŀǘƛŎŀ Ŝ ŘŜƭƭŀ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŁ ƴŜƭ ǎǳƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǎǎƻΦ 5ƛ ŎƻƴǎŜƎǳŜƴȊŀΣ ŝ ǎǘŀǘŀ ŀŘƻǘǘŀǘŀ ƭŀ 

ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀȊƛƻƴŜ άw9{t9/¢ ς 9ǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀ ǇŜǊ ƭŀ tǊƻǘŜȊƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƭƭŀ Cŀǳƴŀ {ŜƭǾŀǘƛŎŀ Ŝ ŘŜƭƭŀ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŁέΣ ǎŎŜƭǘŀ ǇŜǊ ƭŀ ǎǳŀ 

ŎƘƛŀǊŜȊȊŀΣ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘŁ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀȊƛƻƴŀƭŜ Ŝ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŁ Řƛ comunicazione sia con i consumatori che con i produttori. Questa 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ Řƛ ōǊŀƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀ ƳƛǊŀǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴȊƛŀǊŜ ƭŀ ǊƛŎƻƴƻǎŎƛōƛƭƛǘŁ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŀ ŘŜƭ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƻΣ ŜǾƛǘŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀȊƛƻƴƛ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ 

e favorirne la diffusione su scala nazionale. 

[ΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀ w9{t9/¢ ǎƛ ōŀǎŀ ǎǳ ǎŜƛ ǇƛƭŀǎǘǊƛ ŦƻƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƛ Řƛ ǎƻǎǘŜƴƛōƛƭƛǘŁ ŀƳōƛŜƴǘŀƭŜΥ ǳǎƻ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘŜ ŘŜƭƭŜ ǊƛǎƻǊǎŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛΣ 

riduzione dei rifiuti, conservazione degli habitat, limitazione ŘŜƭƭΩǳǎƻ Řƛ ǎƻǎǘŀƴȊŜ ŎƘƛƳƛŎƘŜ ƴƻŎƛǾŜΣ ǇǊŜǾŜƴȊƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƭ 

disturbo alla fauna selvatica e sensibilizzazione ambientale dei consumatori. 

Lƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƻ Řƛ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀȊƛƻƴŜ ŝ ƎŜǎǘƛǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀǾŜǊǎƻ ƭŀ ǇƛŀǘǘŀŦƻǊƳŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭŜ www.respect-label.gr, che funge da portale 

informativo e sistema interattivo per la presentazione e gestione delle domande. Il sito include una descrizione 

ŘŜǘǘŀƎƭƛŀǘŀ ŘŜƭƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀΣ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛ Řƛ ŀǎǎŜƎƴŀȊƛƻƴŜΣ ƳŀƴǳŀƭŜ ŘΩǳǎƻΣ ǊŜƎƻƭŀƳŜƴǘƻΣ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊƻ ŘŜƛ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛΣ ƳƻŘǳƭƻ Řƛ 

domŀƴŘŀ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ Ŝ ǳƴ ǎƛǎǘŜƳŀ Řƛ ǇǊŜǎŜƭŜȊƛƻƴŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀΦ [ŀ ǾŀƭǳǘŀȊƛƻƴŜ ǇǊŜǾŜŘŜ ǳƴΩŀǳǘƻǾŀƭǳǘŀȊƛƻƴŜ ƛƴƛȊƛŀƭŜΣ ƭŀ 

presentazione della documentazione richiesta, una visita in loco e la decisione finale di assegnazione. I soggetti 

certificati ricevono un Certificaǘƻ Řƛ /ƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘŁ ǾŀƭƛŘƻ ǇŜǊ ǘǊŜ ŀƴƴƛ Ŝ ǾŜƴƎƻƴƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛ ŎƻƳŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛ ǳŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƛ 

ŘŜƭƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀΦ 

[ΩƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀȊƛƻƴŜ ŝ ǎǘŀǘŀ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƎƴŀǘŀ Řŀ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊƛ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾƛΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀȊƛƻƴƛ Ŏƻƴ ƛ ǇǊƻŘǳǘǘƻǊƛ Ŝ ƛƴƛȊƛŀǘƛǾŜ 

ǘŜƳŀǘƛŎƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊȊŀǘŜ ƴŜƛ ǘǊŜ tŀǊŎƘƛ bŀȊƛƻƴŀƭƛΣ Ŏƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƻƭŀǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴȊƛƻƴŜ ŀƛ ǎŜǘǘƻǊƛ ŘŜƭƭΩŀǇƛŎƻƭǘǳǊŀΣ ŘŜƭƭΩŀƎǊƛŎƻƭǘǳǊŀ 

ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀ Ŝ ŘŜƭƭΩŀƎǊƛǘǳǊƛǎƳƻ ƭocale. La campagna di promozione ha incluso la partecipazione a fiere nazionali e 

internazionali (tra cui la Fiera Internazionale di Salonicco), la produzione di materiali informativi e promozionali, 

comunicati stampa, la gestione di una pagina Facebook dedicata, presentazioni scientifiche e la pubblicazione di un 

articolo su una rivista peer-ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘΦ !ƭƭŀ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƭƭΩŀȊƛƻƴŜΣ ŜǊŀƴƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ но ƛƳǇǊŜǎŜΥ мп ƴŜƭ tŀǊŎƻ 

Nazionale del Pindo, 5 nel Parco della Catena dei Rodopi e 4 nel Parco delle Prespe. 

Lƴ LǘŀƭƛŀΣ ƭΩ!ȊƛƻƴŜ /мл ŝ ǎǘŀǘŀ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘŀ ƴŜƭ tŀǊŎƻ bŀȊƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜƭƭŀ aŀƛŜƭƭŀ όabtύ ŀǘǘǊŀǾŜǊǎƻ ƭƻ ǎǾƛƭǳǇǇƻ 

ŘŜƭƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀ ά.ŜŀǊ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέΣ ƛǎǇƛǊŀǘŀ ŀƛ Ǌƛǎǳƭǘŀǘƛ ŘŜƭƭΩ!ȊƛƻƴŜ !оΣ ŎƘŜ Ƙŀ ŀƴŀƭƛȊȊŀǘƻ ƭŜ ŘƛƴŀƳƛŎƘŜ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economiche e i 

conflitti tra uomo e orso ŀ ƭƛǾŜƭƭƻ ƭƻŎŀƭŜΦ [Ωŀƴŀƭƛǎƛ Ƙŀ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƻ ŀǇƛŎƻƭǘƻǊƛ Ŝ ŀƎǊƛŎƻƭǘƻǊƛ ŎƻƳŜ ƎǊǳǇǇƛ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘŀǊƛΣ 

ǇŜǊ ƛƭ ƭƻǊƻ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŜ Ǌǳƻƭƻ ƴŜƭƭŀ ƳƛǘƛƎŀȊƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƛ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǘƛ Ŝ ƴŜƭƭŀ ǘǳǘŜƭŀ ŘŜƭƭΩŜŎƻǎƛǎǘŜƳŀΦ 

Lƭ ǊŜƎƻƭŀƳŜƴǘƻ ŘŜƭƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀ ŝ ǎǘŀǘƻ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻ ƳŜŘƛŀƴǘŜ ǳƴŀ ƳŜǘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŀ ǇŀǊǘŜŎƛǇŀǘƛǾŀΣ Ŏƻƴ ƛƭ ŎƻƛƴǾƻƭƎƛƳŜƴǘƻ ŘƛǊŜǘǘƻ 

del personale del MNP, di WWF Italia e dei portatori di interesse, attraverso seminari pubblici e consultazioni aperte. 

[ΩƛŘŜƴǘƛǘŁ ǾƛǎƛǾŀ ŘŜƭƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀ ŝ ǎǘŀǘŀ ǇǊƻƎŜǘǘŀǘŀ ǇŜǊ ƎŀǊŀƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƘƛŀǊŜȊȊŀ ǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎŀ Ŝ ŀǘǘǊŀǘǘƛǾŀ ǾƛǎƛǾŀΣ ƳŀƴǘŜƴŜƴŘƻ ŀƭ 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻ ǳƴ ŦƻǊǘŜ ƭŜƎŀƳŜ Ŏƻƴ ƛƭ ōǊŀƴŘ [LC9 !w/twha Ŝ ƭΩƛŘŜƴǘƛǘŁ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭŜ ŘŜƭ tŀǊŎƻΦ : ǎǘŀǘŀ ǎǾƛƭǳǇǇŀǘŀ ǳƴŀ ǇŀƭŜǘǘŜ 

cromatica a sei colori, utilizzata per la produzione di materiali promozionali e gadget destinati ai produttori 

partecipanti. 

http://www.respect-label.gr/
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tŜǊ ƎŀǊŀƴǘƛǊŜ ǳƴΩŀǇǇƭƛŎŀȊƛƻƴŜ ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎŜΣ ƛƭ abt Ŝ ²²C Ƙŀƴƴƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǎǎƻ ǳƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŀ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƻ ŀ ǘŜƳƛ ǉǳŀƭƛ 

ƭŀ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŀ ŘŜƭƭΩƻǊǎƻ ƳŀǊǎƛŎŀƴƻΣ ƳƛǎǳǊŜ Řƛ ǇǊŜǾŜƴȊƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƛ ŘŀƴƴƛΣ ǇǊŀǘƛŎƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎƻƭŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƛΣ ŀƎǊƛŎƻƭǘǳǊŀ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀ Ŝ 

ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƭƭΩŀǇŜ ŀǳǘƻŎǘƻƴŀ Apis mellifera ligustica. Sono stati realizzati quattro seminari tematici e, entro la fine del 

2023, sono stati certificati 27 produttori. 

[ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ Řƛ ǇǊƻƳƻȊƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƭƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀ .ŜŀǊ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǎƛ ŝ ŀǊǘƛŎƻƭŀǘŀ ƛƴ ǳƴ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ŘΩŀȊƛƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŘƻŘƛŎƛ ǇǳƴǘƛΣ Ŏƻ-

progettato con i produttori durante un laboratorio partecipativo. Alla chiusura del progetto, otto delle dodici azioni 

ǇǊŜǾƛǎǘŜ ŜǊŀƴƻ ƎƛŁ ǎǘŀǘŜ attuate, incluse la partecipazione a eventi di rilievo, la produzione di brochure e materiali 

informativi, e la distribuzione di gadget promozionali. 

[Ω!ȊƛƻƴŜ /мл ǎƛ ŝ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎŀ Ŏƻƴ ǇƛŜƴƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻ ƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƳōŜ ƭŜ ƴŀȊƛƻƴƛΣ ŀǾŜƴŘƻ ǊŀƎƎƛǳƴǘƻ ǘǳǘǘƛ Ǝƭƛ ƻōƛŜǘǘƛǾƛ 

ǇǊŜŦƛǎǎŀǘƛΣ ǊŜŀƭƛȊȊŀǘƻ ǘǳǘǘŜ ƭŜ ŀǘǘƛǾƛǘŁ ǇǊŜǾƛǎǘŜ Ŝ ƻǘǘŜƴǳǘƻ ǳƴ ŀƭǘƻ ƭƛǾŜƭƭƻ Řƛ ǇŀǊǘŜŎƛǇŀȊƛƻƴŜ Ŝ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎƻ Řŀ ǇŀǊǘŜ ŘŜƭƭŜ 

ŎƻƳǳƴƛǘŁ ƭƻŎŀƭƛΦ Lƴ DǊŜŎƛŀΣ ƭŀ ǎŎŜƭǘŀ ŘŜƭ ƴƻƳŜ άw9{t9/¢έ ǎƛ ŝ ǊƛǾŜƭŀǘŀ ŦƻƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭŜ ƴŜƭ ǊŀŦŦƻǊȊŀǊŜ ƭŀ ǇƻǘŜƴȊŀ 

ŎƻƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛǾŀ ŘŜƭƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀ Ŝ ƭŀ ǎǳŀ ǇǊƻƛŜȊƛƻƴŜ ŀ ƭƛǾŜƭƭƻ ƴŀȊƛƻƴŀƭŜΦ Lƴ LǘŀƭƛŀΣ ƭΩƛƴǘŜƎǊŀȊƛƻƴŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭŜ Ŝ ƛƭ ŎƻƛƴǾƻƭƎƛƳŜƴto 

ŘƛǊŜǘǘƻ ŘŜƛ ǇǊƻŘǳǘǘƻǊƛ Ƙŀƴƴƻ ǊŜǎƻ ƛƭ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƻ άBear-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ǳƴƻ ǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘƻ ǇƛŜƴŀƳŜƴǘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾƻ Ŝ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƳŜƴǘŜ 

legittimato. 

Lƭ ŦƻǊǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǎŜ ŘƛƳƻǎǘǊŀǘƻ Řŀ ǇǊƻŘǳǘǘƻǊƛ Ŝ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŀǘƻǊƛ ƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƳōƛ ƛ ǇŀŜǎƛ ŜǾƛŘŜƴȊƛŀ ŎƻƳŜ ƭΩŜǘƛŎƘŜǘǘŀ ƴƻƴ 

costituisca soltanto uno strumento promozionale, ma rappresenti una piattaforma sostenibile di coesistenza, 

ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀȊƛƻƴŜ Ŝ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŀōƛƭƛǘŁ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀΣ Ŏƻƴ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǘǘƛǾŜ Řƛ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘŁ Ŝ ŀƳǇƭƛŀƳŜƴǘƻ ŀƴŎƘŜ ƻƭǘǊŜ ƭŀ ŘǳǊŀǘŀ 

del progetto LIFE ARCPROM. 
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Introduction 

 
The main objective of Action C10 is to promote human-bear coexistence through the development of a 

tool that highlights and valorises specific products and/or services, acknowledging their contribution to bear 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎ ά.ŜŀǊ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ƭŀōŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻf 

such an action required a thorough understanding of the socio-economic context, the potential causes of 

human-bear conflict, and the perception of bears by local communities. These aspects were explored during 

the implementation of Action A3, both in Greece by the University of Thessaly team, and in Italy by WWF 

staff, in collaboration with personnel from Majella National Park (MNP). 

 

Additionally, within the framework of Action A3, a comprehensive review was conducted on the 

implementation of similar labelling schemes in other regions where brown bears are present, with the aim 

of identifying good practices that could be replicated, including examples from other LIFE projects. This 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƪŜȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎΥ ŦƛǊǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ά.ŜŀǊ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 

successfully implemented to date in Central Italy; and secondly, that in Greece, a similar initiative was already 

under development as part of the LIFE AMYBEAR project. 

 

Moreover, the stakeholder analysis carried out during Action A3 in both countries identified beekeepers 

as the primary target group, as they are among those most economically impacted by bear-related damages. 

In Italy, in contrast to Greece, livestock farmers experience fewer damages from bears and are traditionally 

more closely associated with wolf depredation. Consequently, they were not considered a priority target 

group for Action C10. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǊΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜτparticularly its role as a flagship species and indicator of ecosystem 

healthτled the project teams from the University of Thessaly, MNP, and WWF to adopt an innovative 

approach for the Bear-Friendly label. It was therefore decided that the label should be awarded not only to 

stakeholders contributing to bear conservation through conflict mitigation, but also to those supporting 

conservation through the preservation of bear habitats. This ecosystem-based approach resulted in the 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƪŜȅ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ /млΦ Lƴ DǊŜŜŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ ǎŎƻǇŜ ǿŀǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

expanded to include hospitality providers and ecotourism businesses. 

 

The following sections describe the pathway that led to the establishment and implementation of the 

Bear-Friendly label, the key characteristics of the scheme, and future perspectives for its development and 

expansion. 
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Greece 
 

The establishment of the "RESPECT" Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection label  
 

 An initial and significant finding concerning the establishment and implementation of the Bear-Friendly label in 

Greece was the notable interest demonstrated by local producers and communities in joining the scheme, motivated 

by the potential to derive added value from their coexistence with the brown bear (Ursus arctos). This observation 

informed a critical strategic decision that substantially shaped the subsequent design and deployment of the 

initiative. The University of Thessaly, in collaboration with the environmental NGO Callisto and the staff of the 

Management Authorities of the three National Parks participating in the project, opted to extend implementation 

across all three Parks. This inclusive approach aimed to mitigate potential perceptions of preferential treatment or 

local tensions that could arise from restricting the intervention to a single protected area. 

A second salient observation concerned the lack of a nationally recognized label in Greece specifically dedicated 

to the protection of wildlife and biodiversityτparticularly one that could be affixed to certified products and services 

as an endorsement of environmentally responsible practices. Consultations with the national certification authority 

for agricultural and animal products confirmed that existing Greek regulatory frameworks focus predominantly on 

product safety and quality, without accounting for the environmental externalities associated with production. In 

response to this regulatory gap, the Bear-Friendly label was conceptually expanded to reach a broader audience and 

ŜȄŜǊǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άw9{t9/¢έ ƭŀōŜƭΣ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ 

Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label. The overarching rationale for this shift was to stimulate policy discourse 

and institutional engagement, thereby facilitating the gradual integration of such a label into the broader national 

certification architecture. 

Moreover, ensuring the long-term viability of the label at the national levelτparticularly in the post-LIFE 

programme contextτwas identified as a fundamental requirement from the outset. Drawing on lessons learned 

from similar interventions, notably within the context of previous LIFE-funded projects (e.g., LIFE AMYBEAR), it was 

concluded that the design of the label must ensure applicability and scalability across all regions in Greece where 

brown bear populations are extant. This consideration also guided the extension of project activities to encompass 

virtually all areas of the country where suitable bear habitats are confirmed, as well as regions characterized by 

recurrent humanςlarge carnivore conflicts, including both brown bears and grey wolves. 

The conceptual and visual design of the RESPECT label was guided by the need for semantic clarity and immediate 

recognizability by the end consumer. Accordingly, the Brown Bearτwidely regarded as a flagship species for 

biodiversity conservationτwas retaineŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǿŀǎ 

intended to be applied: (a) on product packaging for goods meeting the established certification standards; and (b) 

in printed or digital promotional materials, or signage displayed within business premises, as a formal attestation of 

environmental compliance. 

The development process further entailed the formulation of a ά[ŀōŜƭ ¦ǎŜ aŀƴǳŀƭΣέ which systematically outlines 

all procedural and technical requirements for appropriate label deployment. This document serves as a critical 

reference tool for interested enterprises. In addition, a comprehensive ά[ŀōŜƭ ¦ǎŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ was drafted, 

delineating the governance structure and operational conditions for the management and application of the Wildlife 

and Biodiversity Protection Label. This regulation specifies the terms under which the label may be displayed on 

packaging, promotional materials, and advertising for awarded products and services. It also provides detailed 

guidance on the obligations of the Awarding Body, as well as the responsibilities of certified enterprises in relation 

to the correct use and communication of the label. 
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Figure 1. The Bear-Friendly "RESPECT" Label Logo 

 

The Bear-Friendly "RESPECT" Informative and Submission Requests Website  

The implementation of the Bear-Friendly ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ Label across the three National Parks involved in the 

programme in Greece revealed the need for a permanent, structured channel of communication with local 

producers and entrepreneurs operating within the intervention zones. These stakeholders frequently sought 

clarifications regarding the rationale, scope, and procedural requirements of the Label, and in several cases 

expressed confusion or scepticism concerning its eligibility conditions and overall purpose. 

During preparatory stakeholder consultations conducted within the framework of Action A3, multiple 

participants raised concerns related to potential bias and a lack of transparency in the awarding process. Specific 

emphasis was placed on the importance of publishing, in an accessible and accountable manner, both the 

eligibility criteria and the procedural framework governing the allocation of the Label. The aim was to ensure 

equal access, clarity of expectations, and procedural integrity for all potential beneficiaries. 

In response to these findings, the project team at the UTH developed a dedicated online platform designed 

to serve as the official information and coordination hub for the RESPECT Label (http://respect-label.gr/). This 

platform was conceived not only as a repository of institutional documentation but also as an interactive tool to 

support transparency, facilitate stakeholder participation, and enhance procedural efficiency. The website 

includes the following core components: 

1. A detailed presentation of the Bear-Friendly ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ Label's objectives, as well as a clear definition of the 

eligible producer and business categories to which the Label may be awarded. 

2. An official registry of certified stakeholders that have been formally granted the Label and are authorized to 

legally display it on their product labels and promotional materials. 

3. A comprehensive outline of the certification criteria, as stipulated in the Specification Manual issued by the 

UTH, which serves as the technical and regulatory foundation of the awarding process. 

4. A step-by-step overview of the awarding procedure, comprising: 

(i) Registration of the enterprise within the custom Information System developed for the programme; 

http://respect-label.gr/
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(ii) Submission of an application form, completion of the specification-compliance questionnaire, and 

upload of all supporting documentation required for technical evaluation; 

(iii) Desk-based review of the submitted materials by the University of Thessaly, including a structured 

scoring of compliance with each criterion; 

(iv) On-site verification through a scheduled audit visit to the business premises; 

(v) Issuance of a formal awarding decision, including an official Certificate (Figure XX) authorizing the use 

of the Label on certified products and services; 

(vi) Execution of a Consent Statement by the applicant, confirming their agreement to undergo periodic 

compliance monitoring by the University of Thessaly. 

5. A digital repository of all official documentation, including the authorized use of the Label and its 

accompanying indication across certified products and services. 

6. A dynamic news and updates section, providing timely information on outreach events, public awareness 

activities, and promotional efforts related to the Label and its certified users. 

7. An integrated communication interface, enabling prospective applicants and other interested stakeholders to 

contact the project implementation team directly for support, clarification, or additional information. 

 Furthermore, the platform offers the capability for direct application submission, whereby interested parties 
may complete the required forms and upload relevant evidence in digital format, thus initiating the formal 
evaluation process. This feature is intended to streamline procedures and ensure equal, efficient access to the 
certification mechanism for all eligible stakeholders. 

Eligibility Requirements and Award Criteria for the Bear-Friendly άw9{t9/¢έ [ŀōŜƭ 
 

The award criteria for the RESPECT Label were structured around six core domains of environmental 
sustainability: resource efficiency, waste minimization, habitat conservation, reduced use of harmful chemicals, 
avoidance of disruptive interventions in wildlife, and consumer environmental awareness. 

 

More specifically, the sustainable use of materials and energy was identified as a foundational strategy for 
reducing the ecological footprint of human activities. Emphasis was placed on improving energy and material 
efficiency and fostering the transition to renewable energy sources. Simultaneously, waste reduction and sound 
waste managementτthrough recycling and the adoption of circular economy principlesτwere considered crucial 
for the efficient use of natural resources and for minimizing environmental degradation. 

 

Habitat protection emerged as a critical criterion, recognizing that the preservation of natural ecosystems is 
indispensable for ensuring the survival and well-being of wildlife and for maintaining biodiversity. Similarly, limiting 
or eliminating the use of environmentally harmful chemicals was deemed essential to avoid pollution of soil, air, and 
water resources. The avoidance of invasive or harmful interventions in wildlife populations was also defined as a 
prerequisite for maintaining ecological balance and preventing ecosystem decline. 

 

Lastly, the implementation of public outreach and education activities aimed at raising awareness regarding the 
environmental implications of consumption choices was considered a significant factor in enhancing environmental 
literacy and promoting sustainable consumer behaviour. 

 

Assessment Process and Evaluation Mechanism 
 

Through the dedicated digital platform, each interested producer or business operator is invited to complete a 

structured self-ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

wildlife and ecological impact. The design of the questionnaire reflects the extensive scientific expertise of the UTH 
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in the field of wildlife and biodiversity conservation, as well as insights gained through consultations with local 

producers and entrepreneurs from the three participating National Parks. 
 

The award requirements are broadly divided into two distinct categories: 

Binary-response questions (Yes/No): These establish the fundamental preconditions for eligibility and determine 

whether the application will proceed to an on-site inspection. Negative or insufficiently justified responses in this 

section result in automatic disqualification. 

Scored-response questions: These relate to the specific measures adopted by the enterprise to protect wildlife 

and reduce its environmental footprint. Each selected answer corresponds to a numerical value, which contributes 

to the final cumulative score used in the overall evaluation. 
 

Upon submission of the questionnaire and supporting documentation, applicants receive an automated 

preliminary notification indicating whether their application has been initially accepted or deemed non-compliant 

with one or more critical requirements.  

 

On-site Verification and Awarding 
 

Beyond the digital submission, the process includes an on-site audit scheduled in consultation with the applicant. 

During this visit, the project team from the University of Thessaly verifies the information submitted in the 

application and conducts a brief interview with the producer or business operator. This interaction also serves to 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

initiative through performance indicators. 
 

9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀōŜƭΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ 

valid for a period of three years, and are formally registered in the RESPECT scheme.  

 
 

Key Specification Criteria ς άRESPECTέ [ŀōŜƭ 
 

Implementation of environmental protection measures and prohibition of practices that degrade, pollute, 

or contaminate the natural ecosystem, e.g. waste recycling, use of alternative energy sources, 

establishment of vegetative buffer zones, conservation of biodiversity in surrounding areas 

Application of sustainable soil management or restoration practices 

Prohibition of the use of Genetically Modified Organisms, including genetically engineered plant varieties 

or hybrids 

   Prohibition of the use of highly toxic or synthetic pesticides 
 

Restrictions on hunting or intentional killing of wild animals  

Implementation of sustainable water management practices 

Requirements to avoid interference with wildlife feeding, reproduction, mating, or general disturbance 

(e.g. installation of wildlife-proof waste bins) 

   Maintenance or restoration of wildlife corridors 
 

Measures to prevent disturbance to wild fauna  

(e.g. avoidance of road construction in critical wintering habitats) 

   Installation of alert systems and preventive measures in the event of wildlife encounters 
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Figure 2Φ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ DǊŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ άw9{t9/¢έ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ [ŀōŜƭ 
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Figure 3. Section of the RESPECT Label website where all officially certified businesses are publicly listed 
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Training of the Bear-Friendly ΨΩw9{t9/¢ΩΩ [ŀōŜƭ .ŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎ 
 

Due to travel restrictions imposed to mitigate the spread of COVID-19, the initial engagement with producers 

and business owners was conducted remotely, primarily through phone calls and video conferencing. Public 

information meetings became possible at a later stage, once the RESPECT Label had entered its implementation 

phase and the online application platform had been developed and activated. These meetings served to present the 

application process, explain the scoring system and verification procedures, and clarify how the Label could be used 

by producers and enterprises operating within the three National Parks. During these workshops, pparticipants were 

also invited to submit suggestions for improvements to the Label Specification, such as the addition, removal, or 

modification of specific requirements. These proposals were reviewed and, where appropriate, incorporated by the 

University of Thessaly. 

In addition to presenting the RESPECT Label, each session included an educational lecture. These were delivered 

by specialists such as veterinarians with expertise in beekeeping or agronomists experienced in organic product 

certification and control, providing practical knowledge to support sustainable practices. Further information 

regarding the topics and presentations of the workshops has already been provided in the relevant ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

deliverable (C10. Minutes of at least 2 Seminars and 2 Workshops per participant) 

 

Table 1. Training and Awareness-Raising Seminars for Producers and Business Operators within the 3 National Parks  

 

WHEN AND WHERE PARTICIPANTS TOPICS OUTCOME 

Saturday, 
September 30 

2023  
 

ΨΩ!ƴƻ Pedina 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩΩ 

 

Municipality of Zagori 
N. Pindos National 

Park 

7 

Brief presentation of the core objectives of 
the LIFE ARCPROM project, with emphasis 
on humanςwildlife coexistence and 
biodiversity protection. 

Detailed explanation of the RESPECT Label 
framework, including its rationale, 
minimum eligibility criteria, and the 
application, evaluation, and certification 
process, as managed through the 
dedicated online platform developed by 
the UTH. 

Specialized lecture on common apicultural 
diseases and guidelines for the sustainable 
management of beehives and apiaries, 
aligned with principles of wildlife 
conservation and environmental 
responsibility. 

Candidate stakeholders 
initiated the application 
process for inclusion 
under the RESPECT 
Label." 



18 
 

Wednesady, 
April 10, 2024 

 

village of Monodendri 
local coffee shop 

 

Municipality of Zagori 
N. Pindos National Park 

11 

 Discussion of operational issues 
encountered with the RESPECT digital 
platform, along with stakeholder-driven 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ 
applicability to a broader range of primary 
producers beyond beekeepers. 

Organic product 
producers were 
recognized as eligible 
beneficiaries under the 
RESPECT Wildlife and 
Biodiversity Protection 
Label." 

Monday, 
July 20, 2023,  

 

ΨΩIŀƭƭ ƻŦ Yŀǘƻ ¢ƘƻƭƻǎΩΩ 
Municipality of Paranesti 
Rhodope National Park 

 

12 

Brief presentation of the core objectives of 
the LIFE ARCPROM project, with emphasis 
on humanςwildlife coexistence and 
biodiversity protection. 

Detailed explanation of the RESPECT Label 
framework, including its rationale, minimum 
eligibility criteria, and the application, 
evaluation, and certification process, as 
managed through the dedicated online 
platform developed by the UTH. 

Specialized lecture on common apicultural 
diseases and guidelines for the sustainable 
management of beehives and apiaries, 
aligned with principles of wildlife 
conservation and environmental 
responsibility. 

Candidate stakeholders 
initiated the application 
process for inclusion 
under the RESPECT 
Label." 

Thursday, 
April 4, 2024, 

 

ΨΩNessos HotelΩΩ 
(Respect Label 
beneficiary) 

 

Municipality of Paranesti 
Rhodope National Park 

22 

 Discussion of operational issues 
encountered with the RESPECT digital 
platform, along with stakeholder-driven 
proposals for expanding the ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ 
applicability to a broader range of primary 
producers beyond beekeepers. 

Organic product 
producers were 
recognized as eligible 
beneficiaries under the 
RESPECT Wildlife and 
Biodiversity Protection 
Label." 

Thursday, 
April 11, 2024 

 

village of Lefkonas 
local coffee shop 

 

Municipality of Prespa 
Prespa National Park 

25 

 Discussion of operational issues 
encountered with the RESPECT digital 
platform, along with stakeholder-driven 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ 
applicability to a broader range of primary 
producers beyond beekeepers. 

Bean producers were 
identified as 
particularly vulnerable 
to bear-related 
damages and were 
subsequently enrolled 
under the RESPECT 
Wildlife and 
Biodiversity Protection 
Label." 
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Picture 1. Public presentation of the Bear-Friendly ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ Label held at the village of Kato Tholos, Rhodope Mountain Range NP 
 

 

An additional capacity-building seminar was conducted within the framework of the project, taking place during 

the final conference, held in Larissa from 26 to 28 February 2025. The seminar was specifically designed for both 

Greek and Italian beneficiaries of the Bear-Friendly [ŀōŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άaŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ 

for Promoting Wildlife-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦέ 

The session was facilitated by two faculty members from the University of Patras, who delivered structured 

presentations on marketing strategy development and consumer behaviour, with particular emphasis on visitor 

attitudes toward products and services originating from ecologically sensitive regions. 

Following the seminar, a series of bilateral consultations were held with individual producers. These one-on-one 

sessions focused on tailored guidance regarding the packaging and branding of their products, in alignment with the 

principles of wildlife-friendly certification. 
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¢ƘŜ άw9{t9/¢έ [ŀōŜƭ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 

The establishment of the RESPECT Label and its dissemination to a wider public audience necessarily required the 

implementation of a coordinated outreach and communication strategy.  

In this context, the Uʆɶ undertook a series of targeted dissemination and promotional actions, including: 

1. Public presentations of the RESPECT Label during open-access events aimed at engaging local communities, 

stakeholders and potential beneficiaries. 

2. Publication of press releases, which were disseminated through national and regional online news outlets to 

raise awareness among the broader public. 

3. Presentation of the RESPECT Label at an international thematic conference, highlighting its contribution to 

coexistence with wildlife and substantiable development. 

4. Authorship and publication of a peer-reviewed article discussing the design, rationale, and impact of the 

RESPECT Label in a relevant scientific journal. 

5. Production of a short informational and promotional video, introducing the RESPECT [ŀōŜƭΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

key features in a format accessible to the general public. 

6. Design and distribution of an informational brochure, shared at various events related to wildlife and 

environmental conservation. 

7. Creation and ongoing maintenance of an official Facebook page, serving as the primary digital communication 

channel for updates, announcements, and public engagement concerning the Label. 

8. Organization of a two-day exhibition showcasing all certified products bearing the RESPECT Label, held during 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Final Conference. 

9. Production and distribution of promotional materials, including branded T-shirts, placemats (sous-plat), roll-

up banners, display signs featuring the RESPECT [ŀōŜƭΩǎ ƭƻƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻƻƭǎΦ 

The first public event at which the RESPECT Label was formally presented as an innovation developed under 

the LIFE ARCPROM project was the two-Řŀȅ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ άLbbh±9b¢ нлнпΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ [ŀǊƛǎǎŀ ƻƴ фς10 

February 2024. This annual event is hosted by the UTH and serves as a platform for the dissemination of research 

outcomes, technological advancements, and applied innovations developed across its academic departments. The 

initiative aims to foster knowledge transfer and engagement between the university and local stakeholders, 

including representatives of the private sector, public authorities, and civil society. 
 

Within this framework, the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label was introduced as a novel 

certification tool that promotes environmentally responsible practices among producers operating in areas of high 

ecological value. The presentation emphasized the label's objectives, core eligibility criteria, and its relevance 

within the broader context of humanςwildlife coexistence, particularly in regions hosting large carnivore 

populations such as the brown bear. 
 

A key moment during the event was the unveiling of two certified honey productsτthe first to officially carry 

the RESPECT Label. These products were developed by beekeepers operating within the administrative 

ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ significant protected areas: the Northern Pindos National Park 

and the Prespa National Park. Their participation in the scheme served as a tangible example of how traditional 

rural production can align with biodiversity conservation goals. 
 

In parallel, the first official press release related to the RESPECT Label was published and distributed to local 

and national media outlets. 
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Picture 2. Members of the UTH project team showcasing the first two ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ-labelled honey products at the public innovation event 
άLbbh±9b¢ нлнпέ ƛƴ [ŀǊƛǎǎŀΦ 

 

The second event during which the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label was publicly presented 

took place in the form of an open-air gathering centered on mushroom identification and responsible foraging 

practices. The event was held on 14 April 2024 in the village of Neochori, situated near Lake Plastiras, in a semi-

mountainous region of Central Greece that is officially recognized as suitable habitat for the brown bear (Ursus 

arctos). This thematic event attracted a diverse audience, including local residents, nature enthusiasts, producers, 

and representatives of environmental organizations. While the primary focus was on environmental education 

and sustainable interaction with forest ecosystems, the project team used the opportunity to introduce the 

RESPECT Label to a broader audience beyond the immediate scope of the LIFE ARCPROM implementation areas. 

 

Picture 3. Discussion with local producers and community representatives during the Mushroom Festival. 
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As part of the informal stakeholder engagement activities that followed the main program, several producers 

from areas not included in the original geographical scope of the project expressed interest in joining the RESPECT 

certification scheme. These inquiries marked the first documented expression of interest in expanding the 

applicability of the Label beyond the three designated National Parks (Northern Pindos, Rhodope Mountain 

Range, and Prespa). IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

team, it was decided that the expansion of the Label would not proceed at that stage. Priority was given to 

ensuring robust implementation, follow-up, and visibility within the original project areas, where humanςwildlife 

coexistence challenges are both ecologically significant and politically sensitive. The decision underscored the 

project's commitment to fulfilling its contractual obligations under the LIFE framework and maintaining focus on 

the areas where brown bear populations and related conservation pressures are most concentrated. 

Nevertheless, the discussions initiated during this event provided valuable insights into the growing interest 

among producers outside the core project areas and demonstrated the potential for future scalability and 

national-level implementation of the RESPECT Label, should the institutional framework and supporting 

mechanisms allow for such an expansion in the post-project phase. 
 

The third high-profile public event during which the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label was 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛƪƛ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CŀƛǊ ό¢LCύΣ ƘŜƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ т ǘƻ мр {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнпΦ !ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ 

most emblematic national exhibitions, TIF serves as a central hub for the presentation of innovative products, 

services, and research-driven initiatives, drawing participation from both domestic and international 

stakeholders. With tens of thousands of visitors annuallyτincluding representatives of the government, private 

sector, academia, and civil societyτTIF offers an unparalleled platform for outreach and communication of 

project outcomes to a wide and diverse audience. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w9{t9/¢ [ŀōŜƭ ƛƴ ¢LC нлнп ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

and stakeholder engagement strategy. The presence of the Label at this major event contributed to raising 

awareness of its core objectives, namely the promotion of environmentally responsible production practices and 

the reinforcement of coexistence between humans and large carnivores in protected areas. 
 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀōŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ 

foundation, the application and evaluation process, and its potential to add value to local products and services 

originating from ecologically sensitive regions. Particular attention was given to the alignment of the RESPECT 

Label with European and national sustainability policies, including biodiversity conservation targets, rural 

development strategies, and circular economy principles. 
 

To ensure continuous and visible communication throughout the fair, a dedicated audiovisual presentation 

was developed and displayed on large digital screens across the exhibition space. The presentation featured real-

life examples of RESPECT-certified producersτprimarily from the three participating National Parks (Northern 

Pindos, Rhodope Mountain Range, and Prespa)τŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƪŜȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

sustainable development of rural and protected areas. This visual material served as both an informative and 

promotional tool, enhancing the visibility of the label and increasing recognition among both institutional and 

consumer audiences. 
 

Additionally, the participation in TIF provided an opportunity for direct networking and consultation with 

representatives from ministries, environmental NGOs, producer associations, and certification bodies. These 

interactions are expected to inform the design of future steps toward the institutional integration and potential 

national scaling-up of the RESPECT Label after the conclusion of the LIFE ARCPROM project. 
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Picture 4. Professor Charalambos Billinis presenting the objectives and framework of the 
RESPECT Label to Ms. Zetta Makri, Deputy Minister of Education and Religious Affairs. 
 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜ сΦ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!Ǝƛƻǎ 
DŜǊƳŀƴƻǎέ DǳŜǎǘƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ 
beneficiary of the RESPECT Label. 

 

Picture 5. RESPECT Label promotional material 
displayed on exhibition screens during the 
Thessaloniki International Fair. 
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 Following its presence at major national exhibitions, the RESPECT Label was also presented at a regional-level 

thematic event organized by the Development Agency of the Municipality of Trikala, held on 21 November 2024. 

¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά!ƎǊƛ-food Products and Local Gastronomy as Pillars for Tourism Attraction and 

{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ wǳǊŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ ŦƻƻŘ 

marketing, local governance, and environmental management. 
 

Within this context, the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label was introduced as a pioneering 

initiative, demonstrating how environmental conservation can be effectively linked with local economic 

development and the promotion of territorial identity. The presentation emphasized the innovative nature of the 

Label as a tool that enables producers operating in ecologically sensitive areasτsuch as national parks and bear 

habitatsτto gain visibility and recognition for their environmentally responsible practices. 
 

The project team from the UTH presented the conceptual basis, certification process, and expected benefits 

of the RESPECT Label, highlighting its relevance to contemporary market trends, including the growing consumer 

demand for sustainable, wildlife-friendly, and origin-certified products. Special attention was paid to the synergy 

between conservation values and gastronomic heritage, demonstrating how protected-area products can 

contribute to both environmental goals and rural branding strategies. 
 

The participation of the RESPECT Label in this event also served to strengthen horizontal links with regional 

development actors, opening up new discussions on the integration of the Label into broader local tourism and 

marketing plans. As such, this event contributed not only to the dissemination of the RESPECT Label at the regional 

level but also to the strategic dialogue around its potential institutional embedding in future agri-food and tourism 

development policies. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 7. Professor Charalambos Billinis presenting the objectives and 

scope of the Bear-Friendly ΨΩw9{t9/¢ΩΩ [ŀōŜƭ 
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Thereafter, tƘŜ w9{t9/¢ [ŀōŜƭ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άLƴƴƻǾŜƴǘ нлнрέ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊy 

2025. This annual innovation fair, hosted by the University of Thessaly, provides a platform for showcasing applied 

research, technological advancement, and academicςindustry collaboration. 
 

During the event, the project team delivered a detailed update on the progress made in the development and 

implementation of the RESPECT Label, including key achievements, lessons learned, and planned next steps. The 

presentation focused on both the operational aspectsτsuch as certification procedures and digital 

infrastructureτand the broader impacts of the Label in terms of stakeholder engagement, environmental 

awareness, and sustainable rural development. The event provided a valuable opportunity to re-engage with the 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŀōŜƭΩǎ Řǳŀƭ focus on biodiversity protection and 

the promotion of high-quality, place-based products originating from protected areas. 

 

 
Picture 8. Presentation of the RESPECT Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label to the Minister of Digital Governance 

 

 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƭƭ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ w9{t9/¢ 

Label and currently available on the Greek market were displayed. In parallel, visual presentations highlighted 

ƘƻǘŜƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ w9{t9/¢ [ŀōŜƭ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΣ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŀōŜƭΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ-world 

application across multiple sectors, including agri-food, hospitality, and sustainable tourism. 
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Picture 9. ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨΩw9{t9/¢ΩΩ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [LC9 !w/twha Cƛƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
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Online news media were also used to promote the RESPECT Label, as each major development was covered 
by a wide range of press outlets. 

  

 

 
Picture 10. Excerpts from press releases and media publications issued to support the promotion of the Bear-Friendly ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ Label 
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The conceptual approach, preliminary outcomes, and future merits of the Action were presented during the 

proceedings of the 11th International Conference on Environmental Management, Engineering, Planning and 

Economics (CEMEPE), held from 16 to 20 June 2024. Ms. Spentzou, a member of the project team from the 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭȅΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΥ ά9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 5ŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ 

LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ [ŀōŜƭ !ǿŀǊŘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻn outlined the rationale, 

methodological framework, and key features of the information system developed to support the award process 

of the RESPECT Label.  

 

 
Figure 4. ɳxcerpt is taken from the official program of the 11th International Conference on Environmental Management, Engineering, 

Planning and Economics, where the RESPECT Label presentation was scheduled. 

 

Likewise, the conceptual approach and the strategic significance of the RESPECT Label in the context of 

environmental marketing and consumer awareness were published in the peer-reviewed journal ̆ J̆ournal of 

Infrastructure, Policy and Development˘˘. ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 

and Biodiversity Protection Eco-ƭŀōŜƭΥ ¢ƘŜ Ψw9{t9/¢Ω LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŜŎƻ-certification in influencing 

environmentally responsible consumer behavior and highlights the design and deployment of the Bear-Friendly 

ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ Label as a case study of applied environmental policy innovation.  

Furthermore, a promotional video developed by the UTH project team 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_LA3aNH7xA) played a pivotal role in communicating the purpose and 

added value of the Bear-Friendly labelling initiative. The video served as an accessible and engaging 

communication tool, emphasizing the ecological rationale behind the label and its relevance to both producers 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛcial website and social media channels, 

significantly contributing to outreach and public awareness efforts. 
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Finally, it is worth noting that throughout the duration of the Action, the University of Thessaly has maintained 

an official Facebook account under the name of the RESPECT Label 

(https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556664542574). This platform has served as an important 

communication channel, providing regular updates to followers and stakeholders on a range of topics, including 

public dissemination events, the admission of new certified beneficiaries, and other developments related to the 

implementation and expansion of the Label. 

 

  

 
 

Figure 5Φ {ŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ w9{t9/¢ [ŀōŜƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ 
public awareness and stakeholder engagement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556664542574
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The Bear-Friendly ΨΩRESPECTΩΩ Label Beneficiaries 
 

To date, a total of 23 producers and businesses have been certified under the RESPECT Label, all of whom operate 
within the three selected NPs. Specifically, 14 entities are active within the Northern Pindos NP, 4 within the Prespa 
NP, and 5 within the Rhodope Mountain Range NP. 

 

Bear-Friendly ΨΩwŜǎǇŜŎǘΩΩ Grant Holders in North Pindos NP, Greece 
 

N Name Type 

Year of 

granting 
Village 

1. North Pindos Ecotourism Office Ecotourism Services 2024 Lavda Village 

 
2. 

 
ΨΩwƻƪƪŀΩΩ Guesthouse 

Accommodation 

Facilities 

 
2024 Elafotopos Village 

 
3. 

 
Hotel ΨΩtƻǊŦȅǊƻƴΩΩ 

Accommodation 

Facilities 

 
2024 

 
Ano Pedina Village 

4. ΨΩ!ƎƎŜƭƻƴ YŀǘŀŦȅƎƛƻΩΩ Guesthouse 

Accommodation 

Facilities 2024 Asprangeloi Village 

 
5. 

 
ΨΩYŜǊŀǎƛŜǎΩΩ Guesthouse 

Accommodation 

Facilities 

 
2024 Vovousa Village 

6. ΨΩCǊƛŘŀϥǎ .ŜǊǊƛŜǎΩΩΣ Food Products Agricultural farm 2024 Skamneli Village 

7. 

ΨΩ²ƛƭŘ Mushroom tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΩΩΣ 

Food Products Agricultural farm 2024 

Old Grevena ς Kozani 

National Road 

8. ΨΩYƻȊƛŀƪŀǎΩΩ Honey Apiculture 2024 Milea Village 

9. 

ΨΩLŀƳŀ Zagori IŜǊōǎΩΩ 

Food Products 

Apiculture and 

Agriculture Farm 2024 Asprangeloi Village 

10. Kontogiannis Michalis 

Carved wooden 

structures 2024 Iliochori Village 

11. 

ΨΩIƛǇǇƻǇƘŀŜǎ ½ŀƎƻǊƛƻǳΩΩΣ 

Food Products 
Agricultural farm 2024 Fragkades Village 

12. ΨΩ[ŀƛǎǘŀ .ŜŀƴǎΩΩ Food Products Agricultural farm 2024 Laista Village 

13. 

ΨΩIƻƴŜȅ-фллΩΩ- Honey 

Diamantopoulos Manolis Apiculture 2024 Dilofo Village 

14. ΨΩ¢ǊŜƪƪƛƴƎ IŜƭƭŀǎΩΩ Ecotourism Services 2024 Kleidonia Village 
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Picture 11Φ ¦¢I ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ΨΩwƻƪƪŀΩΩ DǳŜǎǘƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w9{t9/¢ 
Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Label. 

 

 
 

Figure 6. Spatial representation of the producers and entrepreneurs enrolled in the scheme within the boundaries of the North Pindos 
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NP  

 

Bear-Friendly ΨΩwŜǎǇŜŎǘΩΩ Grant Holders in Prespa NP 
 

N Name Type 
Year of 

granting 
Village/ National Park 

1. ΨΩYǘƛƳŀ /ƘǊƻƴƛΩΩ Honey 
Apiculture and Agriculture 

Farm 
2024 Ano Klines Village 

2. Hotel ΨΩ!Ǝƛƻǎ DŜǊƳŀƴƻǎΩΩ Accommodation Facilities 2024 Agios Germanos Village 

 
3. 

ΨΩtǊŜǎǇŀ ¢ƻǇΩΩ Food Products 
 

Agricultural farm 
 

2024 Lefkonas Village 

 
4. 

 
ΨΩ±ǊƛƎƛƛǎΩΩ Guesthouse 

 
Accommodation Facilities 

 
2024 Agios Germanos Village 

 

 
 

Figure 7. Spatial representation of the producers and entrepreneurs enrolled in the scheme within the boundaries of the Prespa NP  
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Bear-Friendly ΨΩwŜǎǇŜŎǘΩΩ Grant Holders in Rodopi Mountain-Range NP 
 

N Name Type 
Year of 

granting 
Village/ National Park 

1. ΨΩCƻǊŜǎǘƛǎΩΩ Outdoor Activities 
Ecotourism 

Services 
2024 Paranesti Village 

2. ΨΩ¢ƻ Meli tis !ǊƪƻǳŘŀǎΩΩ Honey Apiculture 2024 Paranesti Village 

 
3. 

˘˘YƛǊƎƛƻƴΩΩ Honey - Fondoulakos 
Michalis 

 
Apiculture 

 
2024 

 
Kyrgia-Kalikarpo Village 

4. ΨΩIƻǘŜƭ bŜǎǎƻǎΩΩ 
Accommodation 

Facilities 
2025 Paranesti Village 

5. ΨΩ¢ƘǊŀŎƛŀƴ .ŜŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΩΩ 

 

Apiculture 

 

2025 Lykodromo, Xanthi 

 

 

Picture 12. The RESPECT Label logo featured during a canoe-ƪŀȅŀƪ ǘƻǳǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ άCƻǊŜǎǘƛǎέ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƘƻŘƻǇŜ 
Mountain Range National Park.  
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Figure 7. Spatial representation of the producers and entrepreneurs enrolled in the scheme within the boundaries of the Rhodope 
Mountain NP  
 

 

Picture 13. Dr Alexios Giannakopoulos, member of the UTH ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ 5ƛƳƛǘǊƛǎ /ƘŀǘȊƛƎƛŀƴƴƛǎΣ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ΩCǊƛŘŀϥǎ .ŜǊǊƛŜǎΩΩΣ ƛƴ 
the village of Skamnelli, Zagori, Northern Pindos, NP 
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Figure 8. ¢ƘŜ {ƛƎƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ .ŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άw9{t9/¢έ [ŀōŜƭ 
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Maiella National Park, Italy 

 
The path toward the granting of the Bear-Friendly label to producers 

 
The building of the path toward the granting of the Bear-Friendly label was founded on the choice of 

making this path a participatory process. MNP and WWF agreed on the importance of share the draft of the 

regulation with the potential beneficiaries in order to build the final version of it together with the 

beneficiaries themselves, taking into consideration their ideas, concerns and suggestions. In fact, a 

participatory approach in this kind of situations (drafting of regulations) helps not only draft documents 

consistent with the reality but also helps to involve beneficiaries as the more they are part of the project the 

more they are willing to join it. The process that led to the drafting of the final regulation passed thus through 

the following two steps: involvement of potential beneficiaries and official approval by the Park management 

board. 

Two seminars were dedicated to the involvement of potential beneficiaries and, despite the difficulties 

generated to the restrictions applied to counter the SARS-CoV2 pandemic, we managed to hold both of them 

in presence. One was held in the Scientific Headquarter of MNP in Caramanico Terme on November 9th 2021  

and the other was held in the MNP Headquarter in Sulmona on April 28th 2022. 

 

Picture 14. MNP staff, WWF staff and potential beneficiaries of the Brar Friendly label during the first meeting held in the Scientific 

Headquarter of MNP to present the project and share the draft of the regulations. 
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Picture 15. Potential beneficiaries preparing to attend the meeting held in the Scientific Headquarter of MNP to present the Bear-

Friendly labelling project and share the draft of the regulations. 
 

 

During the first seminar the Bear-Friendly labelling project was presented to the 20 potential beneficiaries 

attending the meeting. Participants were then asked to report their comments and were asked to fill-in a 

questionnaire aimed at assessing their opinions/doubts/interest on the project. Questionnaires were 

immediately analyzed and results were shared with the participants. All the inputs collected during this 

meeting were used to improve the draft of the regulation and its new version was delivered to the 

management board of the Park (Consiglio Direttivo) to ask their opinion and receive the official approval. The 

first feedback from the Consiglio Direttivo was the request for a modification aimed at improving the 

consistency of the regulation with the National Action Plan for the Sustainable Use of Plant Protection 

Products. Once made the necessary adjustments, on March 3rd 2022 the regulation was finally approved by 

the Consiglio Direttivo and on April 28th 2022 it was presented to the potential beneficiaries during a second 

seminar held in the MNP headquarter in Sulmona. During this meeting the draft of the contracts to be signed 

was also shared with potential beneficiaries and the draft of the Bear-Friendly logo graphic layout was 

presented. In addition, the formal process to be followed to grant the Bear Frienldy label was explained to 

the participants. 
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Table 2. Seminars organized during the participatory process that led to the production of the final regulation for granting the Bear-

Friendly label to beekeepers and farmers in the Maiella National Park. 

*  This number refers only to the potential beneficiaries attending the meeting and excludes the WWF and MNP staff. 
 

TYPE OF 
EVENT 

WHEN AND WHERE PARTICIPANTS* TOPICS OUTCOME 

 
 
 
Seminar 

 
9/11/2021 

MNP Scientific 
Headquarter 
Caramanico Terme 

 
 
 
20 

Presentation of the 
Bear-Friendly project, 
acknowledgement of 
participant 
expectations, 
collection of opinions 

and suggestions 

 
Improvement of 
some of the 
criteria contained 
in the regulation. 

 
 
 
 
 
Seminar 

 
 

 
28/4/2022 
MNP Headquarter 
Sulmona 

 
 
 
 
 
10 

Presentation of the 
final version of the 
regulation, the outline 
of the contract to be 
signed and of the first 
draft of the logo 
graphic layout. 
Explanation of the 
process to be followed 
to grant the Bear 

Friendly label. 

 
 

Approval by 
participants of 
the final 
regulation and of 
the proposed 
label granting 
process. 

 

In April and May, MNP worked on the preparation of a page on his official website where to report all the 

information on the Bear-Friendly project and all the documents useful to submit the applications (Figure 1). 
 

Figure 9. Page dedicated to the Bear-Friendly label embedded in the official website of the Maiella National Park 
(https://www.parcomajella.it/marchio-bear-friendly.htm). 

http://www.parcomajella.it/marchio-bear-friendly.htm)
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On June 3rd 2022, the application submission was opened through an official communication to all the 

potential beneficiaries as well as through the use of social Media. In total, in 2022 and 2023, 27 producers 

joined the project: 16 beekeepers, 10 agricultural farmers and 1 beekeeper/agricultural farmer. The first 20 

producers received the granting during an official and institutional ceremony held, in presence of local media 

and with an intro of the Abruzzo Region President, at the MNP headquarter on December 19th 2022 (Pictures 

16-19). Each beneficiary received a certificate and a Bear-Friendly kit that were delivered by the President 

of the Maiella National Park and the President of WWF Italy (Picture 19). 

 

Picture 16. The first Bear-Friendly producers together with WWF and MNP representatives during the official and institutional 
ceremony held in the MNP headquarter on December, 19th 2022. 

Picture 17. Interview to the President of the Maiella National Park for the Regional 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢± ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ άwŀƛέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 
held in the MNP headquarter on December, 19th 2022 to award the first Bear-Friendly 
producers. 
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Picture 18. People attending the official ceremony for the granting of the Bear-Friendly label to the first 20 producers held in the 
Maiella National Park headquarter on December, 19th 2022. 
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Picture 19. Example of awarding of a Bear-Friendly producer during the official ceremony held on November 19 th 2022 in the Maiella 
National Park headquarter. On the left: each beneficiary received from the President of the Maiella National Park and the President 
of WWF Italy a certificate and a Bear-Friendly kit. On the right: each Bear-Friendly kit consisted in a Bear-Friendly box with a plate, a 
T-shirt, a cap, Bear-Friendly stickers, Bear-Friendly labels, the Bear-Friendly leaflet and the LIFE ARCPROM pen drive with the Bear-
Friendly logo image files. A roll-up was also separately delivered to each beneficiary. 

The 7 producers that joined the project in 2023 officially received the granting during the first training 

workshop (see below). 

The establishment of the Bear-Friendly project was promoted in national and local media in two moments: 

in occasion of the Parks Day, in spring 2022, to celebrate the application submission opening and on 

December 2022 when the first producers were granted (Figure 2 and 3). This activity produced over 80 

publications in National and Regional newspapers. 

 

Figure 10. Screenshot of the TV news on the Bear-Friendly project transmitted by the Regional branch of the National TV channel Rai 
(RaiTre) in May 2022 during the Parks Day. 

 

 
Figure 11. Screenshot of the TV news transmitted by the National TV channel Canale 5 on December 2022 when the first Bear-Friendly 
producers were granted. 
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The ΨΩBear-FriendlyΩΩ logo 

 
The creation of the Bear-Friendly logo graphic layout was a step taken by MNP and WWF taking starting from 

the idea of creating a logo with 4 key features: 1) it had to be highly related with the LIFE ARCPROM logo, 2) 

it had to be associated with the Maiella National Park, 3) it had to recall the concepts of the Bear-Friendly 

project and 3) it had to be catchy. For these reasons, MNP hired a professional studio to create both the logo 

and the layouts of the main Bear-Friendly gadgets (stickers, roll-up, labels, certificate, plate, poster, T-shirt, 

cap). 

The concept of the logo created is a phrase by the poet Leigh Hunt ά/ƻƭƻǊǎ are the smiles of ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ ŀƴŘ 6 

colors were chosen to represent the Bear-Friendly project: 

 

  
Yellow: You exist in the most unexpected places like 
the yellow of a flower glimpsed for a moment, from 
the train window, 

in a December meadow. 
(Fabrizio Caramagna, writer) 

 On blue summer evenings, 
I'll go along the paths, 
pricked by the ears, 
to trample the tender grass: 
dreamy, I will feel the coolness at my feet. I'll 
let the wind wash my naked head. (Arthur 
Rimbaud, poet) 

  

 
I would like to have for each person 
the care that red has for poppies. 
(Fabrizio Caramagna, writer) 

 
The crystal scattered unexpected 
and they grew and they multiplied 

the numerous green, green pastures and eyes, green with marine love, 
green of bell tower, green thin, for the net, for the seaweed, for the sky, for the 
forest the trembling green, for the grapes a green grape. 
(Pablo Neruda, poet) 
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 Orange is the morning sun coming through the sky and the color of a burning ember 
in the middle of a bonfire on the beach. 
It's the leaf in autumn, carrots in a vegetable soup on a cold winter day, tulips in spring 
and ladybugs in a grassy park on a hot summer afternoon. 
Orange is life. 
It's what is unexpected but beautiful. 
(Aly Martinez, writer) 

 

 
Purple was born one spring day in a lavender field. 
He must have searched for a long time for a place like this where the rows go straight 
towards the horizon as if they were invited to a dance with infinity. (Fabrizio 
Caramagna, writer) 

 
Two black and white versions were also created and a document with all the colors specifications, the font 

used, all the rules to be used to label products (e.g. minimum size allowed of the logo) and examples of its 

use, was drafted and delivered to the producers. 

Thanks to the fund shift among partners, approved by CINEA in 2022, MNP produced several gadgets to be 

delivered to producers (Picture 6, 7 and 8). 

 

Picture 20. Gadgets to be delivered to Bear-Friendly producers realized by MNP thanks to the funds shift among partners in 2022. 
 

 

Specifically, the following gadgets were produced: 
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- Caps and T-shirts to be worn during events 

- A certificate 

- A roll-up for to be shown in the selling point and to be brought during fairs/events (Picture 21) 

- A metal plate to be hung on ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΩ selling points/headquarters (Picture 22) 

- Stickers 

- Small labels for products 

- A Bear-Friendly box 
 

Picture 21. Example of a Bear-Friendly roll-up exposed in the structure of a Bear-Friendly beekeeper. 
 

Picture 22. Example of a Bear-Friendly plate installed on the structure of a Bear-Friendly Agricultural Farm. 

The quality and quantity of the Bear-Friendly gadgets were highly appreciated by producers and they 


